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Faith Lutheran Church

Upcoming Events 

8/4—50th Wedding Anniversary 

8/4—Discipleship Meeting  

8/5-8/9—VBS  

8/11—Council Meeting  

8/14—Quilting  

8/15—Samaritas  

8/16—Children’s Small Group  

8/17—Just for Fun Breakfast  

8/18—Ice Cream Social  

8/28—Quilting & Women of Faith Meeting  

8/28—Banner Production  

 

Worship Schedule  

 

8:30am—Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

10:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  

 

 

 

 
 

 



May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant & Youth Worker,  

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2019 Congregational Council  

**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following the 

11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Co-Chairs, Jack 

Nienhuis, Rick Lewis  

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Beth Martin 

Missions & Stewardship, Co-Chairs, Kevin 

& Gene Lyons  

Discipleship, Stacey Schepers  

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives Co-Chairs, Tommy 

Sypien & Aidan Martin  



“They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 

thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, 

so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.” 

1 Timothy 6:18-19    

So, I just got back from another week at camp with our kids and I have to say it left 

me with such a feeling of optimism and grace.  I know that we often hear a lot about 

how kids have changed and how they fall so very short of the expectations we may 

have had of kids “when we were young.”  And the truth is that there are many dif-

ferences between how things were when we were young and how things are now 

for our kids.  But from my own experience with our kids this past week, I found that 

they had no problem putting down their phones for the week and communicating 

with their peers face-to-face.  And they had no problem playing catch with frisbees 

and footballs and kicking a soccer ball around.  They had no problem tie-dying t-

shirts, and painting posters, and laughing together at lunch, and braiding friendship 

bracelets, and swimming at the beach, and singing around the campfire at night. 

 

And just seeing them doing those “normal” things gave me hope for our kids.  But to 

a much greater extent what gave me hope was hearing them pray and read scripture 

and help lead worship each morning.  And it gave me hope hearing their pastors and 

youth workers talk about how deeply and honestly they joined in the Bible Studies 

and reflected on the Passion Play that was presented one evening,  It gave me hope 

to see how eagerly they signed-up to participate in service projects at a local Supper 

House and at centers that care for the elderly.  And it gave me hope to see how 

they lifted and supported even those among them who might have been a bit 

“different” and might have—in other settings (perhaps even in the days of our 

youth)—been marked as being outsiders and been teased or bullied or ignored.   

 Kevin Sullivan 

Continued on page 3 



 
On several occasions I saw kids seeking out those who were sitting on the sidelines 

and joining them; I saw kids helping one another; I saw kids respectfully entering into 

a space with kids who may otherwise have seemed to have been acting a bit awk-

wardly and joining them in ways that helped them enjoy themselves without seeming 

quite so awkward, quite so different, quite so “other”.   And I claimed these as acts 

of grace by kids who have known the grace of God in their own lives. 

 

The truth is that the world is changing; and it appears to be changing ever more 

quickly.  Our kids are deluged with new technology and new dangers and new chal-

lenges that we never even dreamt of when we were their ages.  But the truth is also 

that God is steadfast, and God is good, and God has not abandoned our kids... nor 

have our kids abandoned our God.  I hope you’ll join me in praising God for our 

youth: for the amazing people of faith they are and for the amazing people of faith 

they are becoming.  For they are not only carrying on the faith of our youth... more 

importantly they are carrying the essential holy essence of that faith into their own 

future and culture with courage, strength, and love in the power of the Spirit. 

 

So I want to end by saying thanks to our wonderful kids, and thanks to all of you 

who are so warm and compassionate in your support of them, and thanks to the 

staff and counselors at Living Waters Ministries for their faithful work in serving 

God as they help form the faith of the next generation... And—of course—endless 

thanks to God for the grace that empowers us to do and face all things (Philippians 

4.13)... even the future.  Amen 

 

 



Stewardship & Missions  
 

NECM Receipts  

Thank you for your endless support of the Direct your Dollars program. We  

appreciate your bringing in your Spartan Receipts for NECM. Any questions about 

this program, please see Kevin Lyons.   

 

 

 

 

Bulletin Boards  

Be sure to check out the newly renovated bulletin boards near the kitchen and the 

Youth of Faith Bulletin Board for updated pictures and information! We received 

many nice thank you notes from members of the community. Be sure to take time to 

read those!  



Latvian Lutheran Church 

Recently Pastor Ilze Larsen reached out to inform us that the congregation of the 

Latvian Lutheran Church on Knapp Street is no longer able to support their facility 

and has voted to sell their building.  This is, of course, a very difficult step for them to 

take. 

 

They are looking for a place where they can continue to worship twice a month and 

they were hoping that Faith Lutheran might have a space for them.   

 

This request was brought up to our Congregation Council and it was decided that we 

would take steps to determine what we might be able to do to help support these 

brothers and sisters in Christ at this time. 

 

Theirs is a small congregation (approximately thirty members on a typical Sunday) 

and when some of their members came to tour our facility, they thought the chapel 

might be a nice place for them to worship.  They have stated that they are flexible on 

when they would worship in order not to conflict with our regular worship schedule.   

 

They have also been invited (should we decide to go this direction) to worship with 

us on the Sundays when they do not have their Latvian services. 

It seems that (again, should we decide to go ahead with this) it would be appropriate 

and welcoming to invite them to bring important items from their church to help 

decorate the chapel and make it “home” for themselves.   

 

Should they come and share our facility, we would hope to be very intentional about 

setting up welcoming events, keeping them informed of—and invited to—all of our 

regularly scheduled events, and doing all we can to help this transition be as comfort-



able as possible for them. 

 

I would emphasize that no final decision on this matter has taken place—in large part 

because we want to make sure the congregation is informed and has the opportunity 

to offer input and share in the decision-making process regarding this issue.   If you 

have questions, concerns, thoughts, or feelings regarding this please share them with 

our Council Members in order to help them guide us into the best decisions possible. 

 

Thank you. 



Just for Fun Women's Club will meet on Saturday, August 17 at Sundance Grille  

(5755 28th St SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546) starting at 10:00 am. All the Women of 

Faith are welcome - young and old. For questions or if you need a ride please call 

Sheila Joshua at 365.2546 or Paula Nienhuis at 866-1981.  

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast 

Paula Nienhuis & Sheila Joshua   

FLC Brunch Group  

The FLC Brunch Group meets the last Monday of each month (August 26) at 11:00am 

at New Beginnings on Northland Drive. Please call Jean Blauwkamp with any ques-

tions or concerns at 616.240.3106.  

Cupboard of Faith 

Brenda & Steve Dubay  

The month of August we will focus on all boxed dinners & mashed potatoes having 

an expiration date of  January 1st, 2020 or later. As always we will joyfully accept do-

nations of any non-perishable food items as well as monetary donations. Questions???  

Suggestions!!!  Contact Steve or Brenda Dubay bsdubay22@gmail.com or see us at 

church.  

mailto:bsdubay22@gmail.com


Women of Faith Meeting  
The next WOF meeting will be held Wednesday, August 28, 1:00 pm, in Fellowship 

Hall. Come early (12:00) for potluck lunch, meeting will begin 1:00. We will try to 

hold this meeting to one hour duration. 

 

Discussion items include: 

• Meals for Homebound: Nikki has created ‘Genius’ sign-up for volunteering mem-

bers – Good response 

• Ice Cream Social/Praise Band Concert: Proceeds donated to NECM  

• God’s Work – Our Hands—September 15  

• Rally Day – September 15 

• Supper House – Thursday, October 3 (see Brenda Dubay) 

• Second Best & Bake Sale Dates – October 11 & 12 

• Trunk or Treat 

• Holiday Food Baskets 



Musical Notes 
Sharon TerBeek 

Holiday Weekend Worship 

We will have one worship service, classic style, at 10 AM on Sunday September 1st.  

 

Ice Cream Social & Praise Band Concert  

Please put Sunday August 18th on your calendars!  From 6-8 pm, our Praise Band will 

be in concert performing sacred and secular music for the NECM fund raiser and Ice 

Cream Social.  This is always a fun event! Weather permitting, we will be outside on 

the patio.  In case of inclement weather, we will be in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Praise Band Members Times Off 

Our Praise Band members will be taking some Sundays off this summer. We will fill in 

with subs when available. 

 

Fall Worship Schedule  

We will begin our fall worship schedule on Sunday September 15th.  Early service 

(classic style) will be at 8:30 am, and the late service (casual style) will be at 11 am.   



Gods Work Our Hands 
“God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday (September 15) is an opportunity to celebrate 

who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in 

Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 

This year we will be partnering with Kids’ Food Basket in Grand Rapids.  Kids’ Food 

Basket is a community-based organization dedicated to working to end childhood 

hunger. Their goal is to provide nourishment to kids living at or near the poverty lev-

el in the form of critical evening meals in order to level the academic playing field. 

Kids’ Food Basket currently serves 8,200 hungry children each weekday in West 

Michigan.  

For our part, we will be helping package Supper Packs. We are looking for the follow-

ing donations:  

Slim Jim Original Snack Sticks (any brand — individually wrapped)  

6 oz Snack Boxes of Raisins  

Fruit Cups (any flavor)  

Pudding Cups (any flavor)  

Quart Size Bags  

 

Donations may be dropped off in the box in the Narthex or in the kitchen. If you 

wish to make a monetary donation, please designated your funds to “God’s Work 

Our Hands”.  

 

Also, on Sunday, September 15 there will be an opportunity to decorate the paper 

bags for the Sack Supper Program. Please help us to help Kids’ Food Basket reach 

their goal of 100,000 decorated bags by October 25! Your help is needed!  



 

June 2019 
Current Month  

J a n — J u n e 

2019  
Year to Date   

J a n — J u n e 

2019 
Budget   

P r i o r 

Year June 

2018 

Prior Year 

J a n - J u n e 

2018 

Receipts  $27,054 $122,498 $117,110 $16,405 $106,867 

Expenses  ($26,295) ($142,570) ($213,376) ($23,675) ($139,764) 

Income (Loss) $759 ($20,072) ($96,266) ($7,270) ($32,897) 

Finances at a Glance  

Dan Carter  



50th Wedding Anniversary Party  

You are invited to help Steve & Claudia Zimmerman celebrate their 50th Wedding  

Anniversary following church on Sunday, August 4 in Fellowship Hall. There will be 

cake & ice cream social from 11:30-4:00pm.  

 

 

Thank You All 

I want to thank all of you who sent me such nice birthday cards.  They really lifted my 

spirits and reminded me of just how fortunate we are to have such a loving church 

family! 

 

Blessings to you all, 

Irene Smestad 

Many Thanks  

Thank you for the lovely cards during my recovery. I appreciate them so much.  

 

Love,  

Marie Morrison  

 



Children & Youth  

Super Saturday 

Super Saturday is taking place Saturday, August 17 from 11:30am-2:00pm at St. Luke’s 

Lutheran Church (3215 4 Mile NE,  Grand Rapids, MI 49525). A fun event for the whole 

community! There will be all sorts of activities for all ages from the youngest to the old-

est. We are looking for volunteers to help with this event. If you are interested in  

helping, please contact Nikki in the church office at 616.361.2679 or at flcgr@att.net  

 

Jr & Sr High Youth Group  

Please join us on Sunday, August 25 at 6:00pm to prepare a list of activities for the  

upcoming year.  

Children’s Small Group (3 years to 5th Grade)  

Please join us on Friday, August 16 at 10:30am at Aberdeen Park (2230 Eastern Ave 

NE, Grand Rapids 49505) for some splash pad fun & a picnic! Any questions please con-

tact Nikki at flcgr@att.net or 616.361.2679  

Sunday School Kick Off Rally Day  

At our annual Sunday School kick-off Celebration on Sunday, September 15 following  

the 11:00am worship service. We will have a light lunch, games for all, and a bounce 

house.  Stay tuned for more information, please watch your September Banner and Bul-

letins for Sunday School Offerings.  

Nursery 

Starting on September 15, our nursery staffing hours will be from 10:30-12:30pm. We 

thank you for entrusting your little ones to our care during these two hours.  



Many Thanks!  

73 items (shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, shaving gel, decks of playing cards, bags 

of snacks and postage stamps) have been delivered to St. John's Home for Children 

and Michigan Veterans Facility. Thank you all for your generosity in this community 

service project. 

Summer Quilting Schedule  

As you read in the last Banner of Faith, our Quilters are getting together the 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays this summer making up for the winter ‘snow’ days.  

 

We will be meeting 10:00 August 14, work until about noon, bring a sack if 

you like, stay and visit awhile.  

 

August 28 we will meet 10:00-11:30, enjoy a potluck lunch, followed by WOF 

quarterly meeting. 

 

September will begin the regular schedule of meeting at noon with a bag 

lunch. Fabrics and gently used sheets are always needed. Over the summer, approxi-

mately 25 will be completed and donated to local service agencies. 

 

Bless these dedicated women! This ongoing ministry began in 2000, three of 

us are “originals”! 3200 quilts have been donated in the past nineteen years! YAY  

Quilters, you deserve a round of applause! 



Scholarships for Living Waters Ministries 

Since 2015 Living Waters Ministries has awarded $161,000 in scholarship funds to 

nearly 500 participants who otherwise would not have experienced Christ through a 

Living Waters Ministries program.  This fall twenty-four runners will embark on a 

journey of endurance in order to raise money and awareness for the Living Waters 

Ministries scholarship fund.  Over the course of 36 hours the runners on the Living 

Waters Ministries team will collectively cover 200 miles traveling from Muskegon to 

Traverse City through various lakeshore communities.   Each runner has not only 

committed to the physical challenge but has also committed to raising $2,000 each 

toward the goal of $48,000 this year.   

 

Faith Lutheran’s own Keegan Sullivan is one of the runners who has committed to 

this race.  Please consider contributing toward his efforts to support Living Waters 

Ministries through this run for scholarships.  Checks may be made be out to “Living 

Waters Ministries” with “Runner: Keegan Sullivan” in the memo line.  Or you may 

donate by going to the Living Waters Ministries website, click the red “donate” but-

ton, select “2019 Run the Race” under the Campaign heading drop-down options, 

and then select “Keegan Sullivan” under the Purpose heading drop-down options.   

Many thanks for considering this opportunity to support Living Waters Ministries 

Programs. 

 

Living Waters Ministries website:  http://www.elcalivingwater.com/ 

 

 

http://www.elcalivingwater.com/


“Peace Works”  Vacation Bible School  

As we’ve mentioned at church, we are blessed to be the recipients of a kind offer 

from Living Waters Ministries to host a team of their VBS leaders for the week of 

August 5 – 9 for FREE.  

 

The leaders will bring their skills and experience to our church and present a cur-

riculum called “Peace Works; Empowering the Next Generation of Peace-

makers” for children from the ages of 5 – 12.   

 

Each session will begin at 9am and will include Bible Study, songs, games, crafts, 

snacks and other activities.  The sessions will last until 12:15. Our church wrote a 

grant requesting some funds from the Synod to help support this project (and we 

received the funds we requested!) but it was still only about half of what Living Wa-

ters Ministries charges to support their leadership teams and this program.  

 

Also, if you would like more information, to register children for this program, or 

to find out how you can support this program by volunteering to be an assistant, 

provide snacks—or in other ways—please contact the church office (616-361-

2679).  Many Thanks! 



 

8/3 Joseph Joshua  8/4 Carol Novitsky  

8/5 Jack Nienhuis  8/8 Danielle VanderHooning  

8/9 Randal Jarosch 8/9 Pastor Kevin Sullivan 

8/10 David Lyons  8/10 Ellie Stewart  

8/11 Michael Schott  8/13 Denise Roeller  

8/17 Maxine Moerdyk  8/19 Keegan Sullivan 

8/20 Olivia Kunnen 8/21 Linda Jarosch 

8/22 Ron Blauwkamp 8/23 Robert Hanlon Jr.  

8/25 Kristen Lignell 8/26 Cindy Amaya 

8/27 Carter TerBeek 8/28 Marie Morrison  

Dan & Dawn Carter  8/8/1976 

John & Nancy Richard  8/27/1966 

Happy Anniversary! 

Happy Birthday!  



Our condolences to the family of:  
 

Prayer Chain Contact:  616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net   

 

 

Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

Irene Smestad Myrtle McLain Cecilia  

Jo Hall  Betty Wolters  Cheryl Streb 

Marcia Kozak  Elaine Laity Marie Morrison  

Marge Trylch  John Wieck   Mary Lou Hicks  

John Zimmerman 

Brother of Beth Foskett  

Denny Hovingh  

Son of Dorothy Hovingh  

Vince & Bob Vanderveen 

Sons of Dee Scales 

Jim Johnson  

Brother of Paula Nienhuis  

Steve Hall 

Son of Jo Hall 

Spencer Johnson  

Cousin of David & Kevin  

Lyons 

Jacob Berry  

Nephew of Beth & Mies  

Martin  
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