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Upcoming Events 

 

8/13—11:15am: Church Council 

Meeting  

 

8/17—3:30pm: Samaritas Senior  

Living Fellowship  

 

8/19—10:00am—Just for Fun  

Women’s Fun Breakfast  

 

8/20—6:00pm: Band Concert/ Ice 

Cream Social  

 

8/28—10:00am to 2pm: ASG  

 

9/3—10:00am: One Service Only  

Summer Worship Schedule  

8:30am: Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

10:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  
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May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

  

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant, 

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2017 Congregational Council  
**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following 

the 11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Jack Nienhuis  

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Ron Blauwkamp 

Stewardship, Kathy Henderson 

Discipleship, Open 

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Missions, Christine Mwanyika 

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives, Open 
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“A Winking God” 

 

Okay, so coincidences happen... I believe that.  But some coincidences rise to the 

next level, and that’s when I sometimes think that God is winking at us. 

  

Case in point: last night our family gathered in the living room to watch Major League 

Baseball’s Home Run Derby.  Perhaps you saw it.  Professional players came together 

during the All Star break to see who can hit the most home runs in a short period of 

time.  And it was amazing to watch these athletes; just the beauty of their swings and 

the power with which they drove that ball out of the park was a sight to behold.  

Player after player came to the plate and many of them hit 10 or 15 over the fence in 

their allotted four minutes. 

  

But the one who rose above the others—both in the number of homers he hit dur-

ing his time and also the length of those drives—was a young rookie named Aaron 

Judge.  Two of his hits were measured at over 500 feet... one of his hits actually 

bounced off the ceiling of the domed roof in the stadium (and they therefore chose 

not to count it as a home run!). 

  

Anyway, during much of this I was sitting in my chair with the family, and I had a 

book of word puzzles that Julie had given me for Father’s Day that I was messing 

with from time to time, and because I am my own particular flavor within the OCD 

spectrum, I always start on page one and work through these things sequentially—

and I was doing that last night as well.   

  

So, just as Judge took his winning swings, I turned the page to the jumbled words 

 Kevin Sullivan 

Continued on page 3 
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Continued on page 5 

that you have to unscramble into their true forms and the word at the top of the 

page turned out to be the word “champ” which seemed like a bit of a coincidence.  

But then I unscrambled the very next word which turned out to be—I kid you not—

“judge.” I looked from the book to the TV, and then back down at the page of the 

book, and I told Keegan and Julie what had just happened (and they ooohed and aw-

wwwed appropriately) and then the man on the sports broadcast said, “So there you 

have it, “Judge is our champ.” 

  

And the thing is that this sort of thing happens from time to time in my life (and I bet 

it does in your life too). And when it does I don’t look at it as some kind of earth-

shaking miracle, but I do see God behind it.  I see these things as reminders from 

God telling us “I’m still here, still watching, still caring.  I’m still able to insert myself 

into your life... you’re not alone.” 

  

The best way I’ve been able to describe it to myself is that this is God just kind of 

“winking” at us.  It’s like God is smiling—maybe even chuckling a bit—and saying, 

“So... did that get your attention?” And there’s something reassuring about it.   

  

Sometimes I get so wrapped up in the serious work of scriptural interpretation, and 

theological reflection, and pastoring that I can forget the simple and central truth 

that underlies our faith: God is!  God exists, not just as some abstract intellectual 

reality that we wrestle from the ancient writings, but also in our own world today.  

And God wants to have real relationships with us; more than just going to church, 

more than just reading the Bible and doing our “pious duty.”  God wants to be a part 

of our lives, to hear our inmost thoughts, to share our fun as well as our sorrows, to 

be much more than just our go-to-God when we’re in need. God wants to be our 

friend, our loving parent, our sister or brother. 
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And I believe that God is willing to go to any positive and loving lengths to get our 

attention and remind us that God is there with us.  Maybe sometimes those lengths 

are big dramatic moments like handing Moses the Ten Commandments, or parting 

the Red Sea, or dying on the cross for us... but I think more often those lengths are 

more subtle, more humorous, more intimate... like the flicker of a smile, the memory 

of a shared joke, or a wink in passing. 

  

May you sense God in your life... May you keep your eyes open for those 

“coincidences” that rise above and beyond the scale of your typical coincidences and 

catch God—now and then—in the act of winking at you... And may you claim that 

and hold that in your heart as a shared moment between you and your God. 

 

Blessings to you on your journey ; )   Pastor K 
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Cupboard of Faith  

Brenda Dubay  

 

August Cupboard of Faith will be sauces (tomato….etc.) and gravies. As always we 

will accept any non perishable food items as well as cash donations, please desig-

nate “Cupboard of Faith” on your check.  

 

Save the Date! - NECM Supper House  

Thursday, September 21st we will be sponsoring our final NECM Supper House 

for 2017. I don’t expect any change. Look for details and updates in the September 

Banner and Bulletins.  
 

 

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast  

Just for Fun Women's Club will meet at Brandywine, 2844 E. Beltline NE starting at 

10:00 on August 19th. All the women of Faith are welcome - young and 

old. For questions or if you need a ride please call Christine Mwanyika at 

616.361.9920 or Paula Nienhuis at 616.866.1981. 
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Facilities Notes  

Jack Nienhuis  

 

 Sale of the ball field is progressing at somewhat of a slow pace. The investors did 

present to our realtor another $10,000 of earnest money for another 90-day exten-

sion of the sales agreement. The total amount deposited now is $20,000. The city did 

give them preliminary approval of their site plan for housing. However, the investors 

are required to construct a storm water retention pond probably along 3 Mile Road, 

and they must seek approval from our church for a water main easement across our 

southern boundary. The easement would run from the extension of Dawson Street, 

eastward along the parking lot to the ball field property. The existing water main in 3 

Mile Road is a low-pressure system, and the city said it is not designed to handle ad-

ditional customers. With regard to the storm water retention pond, it may be neces-

sary for the purchasers to acquire some additional frontage along 3 Mile Road from 

us. If this is the case, they will be willing to pay $34,500 per acre, the same rate for 

the ball field property. Sale of additional property and the granting of an easement 

will require approval by the congregation. More information will be provided as we 

get it.  

 

 



8 

Banner of Faith 

Musical Notes 

Sharon TerBeek 

 

HOLIDAY WEEKEND WORSHIP 

We will have one worship service, classic style, at 10 AM on Sunday September 3rd.  

 

SUMMER WORSHIP THEME—“CHURCH ON FIRE” 

Please join us during August as we continue the series, “Church on Fire”.   

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL & PRAISE BAND CONCERT 

Please put Sunday August 20th on your calendars!  From 6-8 pm, our Praise Band will 

be in concert performing sacred and secular music for the Back-to-School fund rais-

er and Ice Cream Social.  Weather permitting, we will be outside on the patio; if 

needed we will be in the Fellowship Hall. This will be the 5th year of this event! 

 

PRAISE BAND MEMBERS TIME OFF 

Our Praise Band members will be taking some Sundays off this summer. We will fill 

in with subs when available. 

 

JESS – MATERNITY LEAVE 

Congratulations to Jess Luiz and husband Jason DeJager on the birth of their daugh-

ter, Josephine Lee DeJager on July 15. “Josie” and her parents are all doing well.  Jer-

rad Reickard will continue to sub for Jess while she is on maternity leave. 

 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

We will begin our fall worship schedule on Sunday September 17th.  Early service 

(classic style) will be at 8:30 am, and the late service (casual style) will be at 11 am.   
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Stewardship  

Kathy Henderson  

 

Well, we are getting through our summer and that means the big Stewardship pro-

gram is coming! Perhaps nothing we say will be too new or exciting (if you’ve read all 

the Stewardship articles in recent issues of the Banner), but you can be sure the Stew-

ardship program will be full of interesting facts. 

 

A few notes on Stewardship for this month: 

 Again, let me say that the Sunday School Teachers do a great job and the Vacation 

Bible School ones too! The ladies who run the funeral luncheons are wonderful 

stewards too. Kevin Lyons does a great job with the library, as a true steward 

would.  

 As good stewards, we are looking for someone to take over attending NECM 

meetings for me. NECM doesn’t meet in the summer or in December. The next 

meeting is October 24th and I would be pleased to meet you at the church and 

take you with me for that time.  

 GREAT NEWS! NECM reached their first $150,000 in receipts! Now they’re go-

ing for another round; please keep your D&W and Family Fare receipts coming in!  

 

We are looking for someone to take over the D&W receipts program as well.  Please 

contact Kathy Henderson for more information.  

  

Being the chair of the Stewardship Committee is not hard.  Really it is just about 

keeping stewardship in the minds of the congregation and focusing on the fact that 

stewardship is not just about money. It is about how we share all the gifts the Lord 

has given each of us. The biggest project the Stewardship Committee has each year is 
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preparing for the Stewardship Dinner (and I will share my tips for that with you). 

The Stewardship program leading up to the dinner is a joint effort between the 

Stewardship Committee and the pastor. Please consider volunteering to run for the 

Council position of Stewardship Chair in our November election.  

  

Just call Kathy at 616.540.6764 if you want more information or if you are interested 

in taking over one of the jobs described above.  Thanks! 

 

Thank you for all for the visits, cards, and pray-

ers for my brother Hank. It meant a great deal to 

him and our family. Also, to the crew for the funeral 

luncheon. Very much appreciated!  

 

And a big thank you especially to Pastor Kevin. We 

can’t thank you enough for your many visits and 

thoughtful funeral service for Hank.  

 

Hank thought you were an “OK guy” also!  

 

Love, Jim and Joan Mull   

New Contact Numbers for Kathy Henderson 
 

Please note that Kathy Henderson’s phone number will change as of August 7th.  

Kathy’s new cell phone number will be 616.450.1022.  The Henderson’s landline 

will continue to be 616.361-7695. 
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Steward Signs  

Jane Waite  

 

At the congregational meeting, we talked about the new electronic sign that will be 

coming soon. Below are some updates.  

 

The electronic sign message center has been approved by the City of Grand Rapids. 

The sign has been ordered from Steward Signs, using the Hext Memorial Fund. We 

will still use the existing sign base we have now. The sign is being custom built for us; 

in approximately eight weeks we should receive the new sign. Please contact Jane 

Waite, Communications Chair with any questions.  
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Observing the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation  

A Year-long Series of Events Presented By 

Christ Lutheran Church, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Trinity  

Lutheran Church, Greater Grand Rapids Conference of the 

North West Lower  

Michigan Conference, ELCA  

 

 

 

 

September 24th, 2017 – Oktoberfest- a German style festival with music, food 

and fun!  

 

October 2017 – Juried Christian Art Show (location TBA)  

 

October 13-15th, 2017: A full-length musical stage production based on the 17th 

century religious reformer Martin Luther, whose struggle to understand God divided 

the Church, a nation, and the movement he never wanted to create—directed by 

Randall Burghart, featuring West Michigan actor Rodney TeSlaa and a large local cast. 

Venue TBA.  

 

October 29th, 3:00pm—Ecumenical Joint Remembrance—a worship event being 

planned by the NWLM Synod, ELCA and the Grand Rapids Catholic Diocese. St.  

Andrew Cathedral Service will replicate the Lund Sweden service with the Pope.  
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God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday  

Wendy Domagalaski  

This is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. We will 

celebrate God’s Work Our Hands on September 10th. This year we are going to 

be assembling bedtime bags for young children. We are asking for new donations of 

the following items: toothpaste, toothbrush, books and stuffed animals. Items can  

be brought in between now through September 10th. The bags are roughly 11X15 

inches. Please keep that size in mind when purchasing your items. There is a basket 

in the narthex. Monetary donations are welcome, please designate on your check: 

“God’s Work, Our Hands”.  

Prayer Chain Ministry  
 

If you’d would like to join to email prayer chain please email to church office at 

flcgr@att.net or contact Wendy Domagalaski.  
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Eagle Project Proposals 

Faith Lutheran Church has a long history supporting the Boy Scouts of America. For 

many years we have played host to Troop 367 and the members have graciously sup-

ported boys through Popcorn and Wreath sales. Two of our members have advanced 

in rank to Life Scout and are embarking on the requirements for becoming an Eagle 

Scout. Part of the requirement is to complete an Eagle Scout Service Project. The Ea-

gle Project, is the opportunity for a Life Scout to demonstrate leadership of others 

while performing a project for the benefit of his community. This is the culmination of 

the Scout's leadership training, and it requires significant time, effort and resources.  

 

The following are the two projects that have been proposed for each scout. If you 

have any questions, comments or concerns please feel free to contact each Scout and 

they would be happy to talk about their project.   

 

Dear Congregation, 

My name is Corcoran Sypien and I am a Boy Scout in Troop 290 in Ada. At this time I 

have been tasked to complete my Eagle Project. This is the culmination of my leader-

ship training, and it requires a significant effort, time, and resources on my part. 

When the church started planning for the sale of the ball field, and the demolition of 

the Annex along with the Playground that was dedicated to my cousin Rory, the Facil-

ities Committee asked the family what we wanted to do with the existing memorial. 

We were at a loss as to what to do. I saw a need for an area dedicated in memorial, a 

quiet place where people could go to honor and remember loves ones. I have two 

areas on the church property that would meet the needs of a memorial space. Both 

options allow us to create a Memorial Walk using Pavers engraved with the names of 

Friends and Family we wish to remember, and the sale of these pavers will help offset 

the cost of the materials needed for creating the Garden.  
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Our Pavers will be similar to what St. Luke’s has installed. 

 

I want to do what is best for the church and the church family. As you can see by 

the cost and the size Option 1 is much smaller and more secluded, Option two is 

a much larger endeavor and cost much more and would require a lot of assistance 

from the congregation. I have set up boards in the narthex with the details and 

ideas for each option and would like your opinion on which one you think would 

be appropriate for the church. Anonymous ballots are there for your opinions, 

suggestions, or ideas. Any and all donations are welcome, and if you wish you may 

purchase a Paver.  

 

Sincerely,  

Conrcoran Sypien  

corsair3345@gmail.com  
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Dear Congregation,  

I am Thomas C. Sypien and I am working on my advancement requirements to be-

come an Eagle Scout. One of the requirements is to complete a service project. I 

am proposing a picnic and recreational area for you, the congregational community. 

It will include at least three picnic tables that will sit on a concrete pad. We would 

be able to add to the area either a fire pit and /or a gazebo depending on the mon-

ey I raise. The idea is to create the space up by the Community Garden  

 

Estimate Costs:  

Concrete Pad    $  415.00 

Picnic Tables:    $  540.00 

Pavilion:      $ 2,610.00 

Fire Pit with Concrete Pad:  $  350.00 

 

I am raising money by collecting pop cans and taking donations for the rest of the 

summer and up until my project. Any and all donations help please and thank you. 

   

 Sincerely, 

 Thomas C. Sypien 

 tcsypien@gmail.com 

 
  

http://congregation.it
http://congregation.it
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Samaritas recognizes the growing need for people to find health and healing in the 

comfort of their own homes. That is why we now offer a whole array of home health 

services like skilled nursing, occupational therapy, wound care, and fall prevention. 

These services began in a selection of counties a few years ago, and we are working 

assertively to offer them in more communities across the state. If you or a loved one 

could benefit from home health, please contact our Director of Home Health, Angela 

Orlando, at aorla@samaritas.org or 313-308-2751. Learn more about all the services 

we offer at www.samaritas.org.  

August 2017 Samaritas Update  

Proposed Gazebo 
Shade Structure for 

above the picnic  
Tables 

 

mailto:aorla@samaritas.org?subject=Samaritas%20Home%20Health
http://samaritas.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=987ec8a3042154d4496c81a8e&id=dde8ed3825&e=453ca83bb2
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8/3 Joseph Joshua 8/13 Stuart Henderson 

8/4 Elaine Knaak 8/13 Denise Roeller 

8/4 Elaine Larson 8/17 Maxine Moerdyk  

8/4 Carol Novitsky 8/19 Keegan Sullivan 

8/5 Jack Nienhuis  8/20 Olivia Kunnen 

8/5  Bettie Rappleyea 8/21 Linda Jarosch 

8/7 Camilla Marczewski 8/22 Ron Blauwkamp 

8/8 Danielle VanderHooning 8/26 Robert Hanlon Jr.  

8/9 Randal Jarosch 8/26 Cynthia Amaya 

8/9 Kevin Sullivan 8/27 Carter TerBeek  

8/10 David Lyons 8/28 Marie Morrison  

8/10 Ellie Stewart   

8/11 Michael Schott    

Dan & Dawn Carter  8/5/1976 

Carrie & Shaun Hambelton  8/13/2005 

Matthew & Abbie VanderBerg 8/25/2007 

John & Nancy Richard  8/27/1966 
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Prayer Chain Contact: Church Office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

You may also submit your prayer request online at : https://

www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org/prayer/ 

 
Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

Shirley Kooistra  Vince Vanderveen—Son of Dee Scales  

Patti Thomas  Steve Hall—Son of Jo Hall  

Myrtle McLain Dorene Lepzinski 

Staci Puzio Betty Wolters  

Carl & Irene Smestad Becky Richard—Daughter in Law of John & 

Nancy Richard  

Judy Van Duines—Sister of Sue Denyes Bettie Rappleyea  

Inez Houghtalin—Sister of Dorothy Stoken  Vinnie—Grandson of Jean Chance  

Bob Christian—Nephew of Dorothy Hovingh  Wanda Skutt  

Brett—Brother in Law of Bill & Jane Waite Shane—Cousin of Jane Waite  

Beth Mercy—Friend of Dorothy Hovingh  Sue Hammer  

Margaret Bennett  Danny Smithgall  

Jacob Berry—Nephew of Beth Martin   

 

Our condolences to the family of: Hank Mull  



20 

Banner of Faith 

Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 

 
PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID 

AT GRAND RAPIDS,  
MICHIGAN 

 
USPS 041-440 

Banner of Faith (USPS 041-440) is a free periodical published twelve times 
a year by  

Faith Lutheran Church, 2740 Fuller Avenue NE, Grand Rapids, MI 
49505  

Telephone (616)361-2679 / Email: flcgr@att.net 
POSTMASTER: Address corrections to 

Faith Lutheran Church, 2740 Fuller Ave. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505 

 

PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID 
AT GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY 
USPS 041-440 


