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 Upcoming Events 

 

2/1—Pizza & Movie Night  

 

2/3 — Annual Congregation Meeting  

 

2/10 — Council Meeting  

 

2/16 — Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast  

 

2/21— Samaritas Fellowship  

 

2/23—Chili Cook Off  

 

2/27—Youth at Kids Food Basket  

 

3/6—Ash Wednesday Service  

 

Worship Schedule  

 

8:30am— Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

11:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  

 
 

 



May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

  

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant & Youth Worker,  

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2019 Congregational Council  

**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following the 

11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Co-Chairs, Jack 

Nienhuis, Rick Lewis  

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Beth Martin 

Missions & Stewardship, Co-Chairs, Kevin 

& Gene Lyons  

Discipleship, Stacey Schepers  

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives, Open 



For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  

Luke 12:34  

 

“So we, who are many, are one body in Christ,  

and individually we are members one of another.”   

Romans 12:5 

    

Last weekend I finished up a short course on Preaching and Stewardship provided 

(and greatly subsidized) by the Synod for pastors in the North/West Lower Michigan 

Synod of the ELCA.  This course consisted of two weekends in which pastors drove 

to a Catholic Retreat Center in Dewitt and spent time worshiping, eating, studying, 

connecting, preaching, and reviewing one anothers’ sermons around stewardship 

themes. 

 

Both Rev. David Sprang (Assistant to the Bishop) and Bishop Craig Satterlee, Ph.D., 

attended and facilitated these meeting each weekend.  And I want to say that I left 

feeling very blessed that we are part of a Synod in which we (as pastors, lay people, 

and congregations) are supported in our various ministries in such a manner.   

Bishop Satterlee literally wrote the book on preaching and stewardship (in fact, the 

title of the book is: Preaching and Stewardship).  He was, before being elected to the 

position of Bishop, a professor of Preaching at Luther Seminary in St. Paul.  In this 

course we learned through lecture, discussion, reading (yes, that book!), and prepar-

ing and presenting stewardship sermons that we then discussed at length.   

 

Personally, I found much of the material fascinating, particularly in terms of how the 

ideas surrounding stewardship grew and developed as the church found itself increas-
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ingly in need of establishing a theologically sound doctrine of stewardship to support 

the existence and ministries of congregations once they were no longer underwrit-

ten by governments through taxes collected from their citizens.  I also found it very 

thought provoking to note the many different scriptural (albeit sometimes divergent) 

supports for various differing approaches to stewardship. 

 

I strongly believe that pieces of the discussions we had, and readings that we read, 

will find their way into our stewardship programs in the future, and my hope is that 

these ideas will help us to become increasingly devoted—and growing—stewards as 

we share the time, money, and talents God has blessed us with with those in need.  

 

But even more than all that, this experience has reminded me just how important it 

is that we see ourselves as more than an individual congregation.  Being a part of the 

Synod allows us—as individuals and individual members of individual congregations—

to gather to support one another in our mutual missions.  As we support our Synod 

we receive the benefits of education, guidance and pastoral support from the Bishop 

and the Bishop’s office, support for newly emerging ELCA congregations in our area, 

support and compassionate guidance for ELCA congregations that are reforming and 

sometimes closing.  We also support our local ELCA Universities (Capital and Wart-

burg) and Seminaries (Trinity Lutheran Seminary), Living Waters Ministries (Camps 

and Gatherings), and other shared ministries.  At our Synod Assemblies and other 

worship and educational events, we gather as many congregations to share what we 

are learning and directions the Spirit is leading us in ministry today.  In these events 

we find ourselves being inspired to try new things, celebrate the foundations of our 

faith, and continue in the strength of our unity with the work of loving others in 

Christ name. 



 

 

I thank this congregation for allowing me to participate in the Preaching and Steward-

ship course (as you have allowed me to participate in numerous other classes pre-

sented by the Synod in the past), and I pray that we will all be blessed through the 

learnings that we share from it, as well as the opportunities we discern through our 

mission together in Christ’s name. 

 

Many Thanks  

Thank you from all the people from Faith that remembered me with Christmas 

Cards this year. I would also like to thank the Youth of Faith for the cookies that I 

received as well.  

 

Blessings, 

Mary Brush  



Lifetouch — Save the Date!  

Jane Waite  

It has been two years since we have updated our pictorial directory. We are exciting 

to be partnering with a Lifetouch this time. Our directory will be updated every year 

at no cost to us. In a year, a lot can change with our church family. This will give us 

the opportunity to keep updated on the life changes within our church family.  

 

Lifetouch will be here Tuesday, April 9 from 2:00-9:00pm & Wednesday, April 10 

from 12:00pm-7:00pm. Please note we need at least 15 families to sign up in order 

for Lifetouch to come out. Please watch your Banner & Bulletins for scheduling de-

tails.  

 

Each family will receive a free 8X10 photograph and a church directory. Additional 

photos/packages will be available for purchase. Your family & friends are invited to 

come have a free professional photography session. They will be received a free 8X10 

picture. Additional information is available in the church office.  



Stewardship & Missions  
By Gene Lyons 

The longer I live, the more I see Christmas and Easter is for everyone. All of us need 

love, peace, joy, hope, justice, forgiveness, etc. and the basics for human life. Christ-

mas is the beginning, and Easter the end. But there is no end as the resurrection is 

true for everyone every day to the end of time.  No matter what our circumstance or 

condition, we have the possibility to change (to be resurrected). Love is not for part 

of the human race, but for all on the face of this planet. 

 

The spirit that works in our soul is to spread that love to all mankind. I talk of  

expanding circles from family, to church, to larger and larger communities, to the en-

tire world. We care-We share.  The Christmas story and the Easter story are a uni-

versal story for all of hope and love and the value of the human existence. We all 

share the same needs and live on the same planet. 

 

The Christ child grew and modeled by example and deeds, for what we should strive. 

Whatever we call ourselves, the Creator’s story is for all of us: the story of love, the 

desire to live in harmony with ourselves, all others, and in the universe we live. 

When I was President of the Jaycee’s, one of our creeds that we said at each meeting 

was: “The best work of life is service to others.” 

 

Let’s do what we can to spread love and caring. 

 

May the holidays be a reminder to us of our many blessings. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

 

 



Pizza & Movie Nights  
Pizza & Movie Night at Faith starts at 6:00pm with pizza and the movie “rolls” 

around 6:30. We provide: pizza, pop, popcorn and chips. Stay tuned for more  

details!  

 

Friday, February 1 

Friday, March 8—Final One  

Address Change  

Please update your directories to reflect Christine’s new address:  

 

Christine Mwanyika 

36641 Jefferson Court Apt 808  

Farmington Hills, MI 48335  

Floor Waxing  

On Friday, February 8 the main floor will be closed off for waxing. Please do not en-

ter. The main floor is the kitchen & offices. If you need something, please either come 

on Thursday, February 7 or Saturday, February 9 after 10:00am.  

 

 



Just for Fun Women's Club will meet on Saturday, February 16 at IHOP  

Restaurant (2071 E Beltline Ave NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 ) starting at 10:00 am. 

All the Women of Faith are welcome - young and old. For questions or if you need a 

ride please call Sheila Joshua at 365.2546 or Paula Nienhuis at 866-1981.  

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast 

Paula Nienhuis & Sheila Joshua   

FLC Brunch Group  

The FLC Brunch Group meets the last Monday of each month (February 25) at 

11:00am at New Beginnings on Northland Drive. Please call Jean Blauwkamp with any 

questions or concerns at 616.240.3106.  



Faith Lutheran Church Chili-Cook Off  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Come & Compete. Or Just Come to Eat!  

 

When: Saturday, February 23, 2019  

Time: 5:00-7:00pm  

Where: Fellowship Hall  

 

 

Make your best chili & you could win 1st, 2nd or 3rd place. This also includes  

bragging rights!  

 

If you are competing: Please bring your chili in a crockpot, a ladle & extension cord. 

Soups are welcome, but will not be judged. You will be assigned a letter. If there are 

special topping you want to bring feel free.  

 

If you’re consuming: Bring your appetite! If anyone can make corn bread or cookies 

for dessert, that would be great!  

 

The Chili Host will provide: Shredded Cheese, Sour Cream, Onions, Saltine  

Crackers & Soft Drinks  



 
We would like to thank everyone for their prayers, love and support for our  

families, not only at Christmas, but ever since we arrived in Grand Rapids almost 10 

months ago.  You have made us feel so welcomed and at home. 

 

May God bless you all for your generous help in so many different ways.  You are 

truly a blessing to us all. 

 

In Christ, 

Ilyas & Family and Samuel & Family 

Thank you for the many Christmas Cards & Birthday Cards. I wish you all a healthy 

& Happy New Year! May God continue to bless you!  

 

Love, 

Ruth Cady 

I want to thank all of you for your prayers, calls, cards, many visits, wonderful meals 

(and treats...Yes Cool Whip & Diet Coke), running errands and most of all your love 

and encouragement during my rehabbing from my knee replacement surgery. 

 

I have missed being there with you every week.  You are loved and appreciated 

more than words can say.  God Bless You! 

 

Love, 

Dee Scales 



Income December 2018  

Counters Report  

 

 
 Sub  

Totals 

Total Dec.  

2018  

Total YTD 

Jan-Dec. 

Offering  $19,814.00  $164,392.08 

Electronic $1,745.00  $18,490.00 

Total Offering  $21,559.00 $,182,882.08 

Building Use $1,385.00  $8,625.00 

Other—Misc. $100  $2,625.00 

Total General  

Operating 

Income  

 $23,044.00  

Memorials $0  $2,620.00 

Cupboard of Faith $395.00  $2,630.00 

Youth  $813.47  $4,976.85 

Misc./Special  $1,535.00  $7,209.50 

Total Designated  

Income  
 $2,743.47 $17,436.35 

Total Income Dec 

 2018 
 $25,787.47 $211,328.65 

Special Gift Deposit  $41,976.19   



Finances at a Glance  

Dan Carter  

 

Dec 2018 

Current Month  

J a n — D e c 

2018  

Year to Date   

J a n — D e c 

2018 

Budget   

P r i o r 

Year Dec 

2017 

Prior Year 

J a n - D e c 

2017 

Receipts  $28,303 $219,206 $245,130 $27,593 $195,575 

Expenses  ($25,130) ($283,249) $298,336) ($33,946) ($272,421) 

Income (Loss) $3,173 ($64,043) ($53,206) ($6,016) ($76,846) 

Summer Camp  

Stony Lake offers camping opportunities for our kids from 3rd grade through high 

school (note: kids who are completing 12th grade are still allowed to attend camp if 

they so desire).  We are hoping to take kids to the Discoverers camp (for 3rd 

through 6th grade students), Confirmation Camp, Challengers (6-8th who aren’t cur-

rently in confirmation) , and Servants Hearts camp (for our high school students).  

In order to register your kids please go to www.elcalivingwater.com/summer2019 & 

and sign-your kids up for the appropriate camp  online during week 4 (July 7-12). If 

your kids went to camp last year, please use your sign in from last year. If you are 

new to the camping experience, you will need to create an account using the above 

link.  The church has offered to pay 80% of the early bird registration for Confirma-

tion Camp, 20% for Servant Hearts, Discovers and Challengers. I hope you will take  

advantage of this opportunity to provide a great week of fun, learning, fellowship, and 

faith for your kids.  



Council Capsule  

Claudia Zimmerman – Secretary  
Notes from the Congregational Council meeting of January 5, 2019. Note- the Cap-

sule is a condensed summary of Council business, and the minutes have not yet been 

approved)  

Strategic Goals – The three hour Retreat began with a review of the past Strategic 

Goals, many of which had been addressed.  As members work with reorganization of 

the Bylaws/Constitution they will set new goals.  A large part of the meeting time was 

spent brainstorming on the topics of growing membership and leadership.  Infor-

mation would be collected as to “who does what” in leading and participating in es-

tablished activities to help streamline the process. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – The operating account is considered in good condition at this 

writing, able to weather the usual season of reduced income following the holidays. 

 

Worship – One attendant has been hired to oversee the Nursery for two hours 

each Sunday and a second candidate would be interviewed in a few days.  Council 

Members would be sworn in at the 11:00 A.M. Casual Service. 

 

Facilities– The memorandum agreement with the Shammah Church would need to 

be updated to extend and establish new timelines and communicate any concerns. 

 

Congregational Care – Christmas Cards were sent to many homebound members. 

 

Discipleship – Six students and one young adult from Faith attended the Gathering 

in Lansing over Christmas break. 

 



Coming Events – The Annual Congregational Meeting was scheduled for Sunday, 

February 3, 2019 and would include budget and Bylaws as topics.  Annual reports 

would be prepared and presented ahead of the meeting for the congregation to re-

view.  A quorum of 40 people would be needed at this important meeting to allow 

revision of the Constitution. 

 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Kevin commented on the many activities around the hol-

idays, including Advent Services, the Children’s Christmas Pageant and Bazaar, 

Breakfast With St. Nick, Christmas Eve Worship Service (noting some unusual calls 

and drop-in visits by people shopping for a Christmas Eve experience), and the 

Youth Gathering.  He mentioned the second workshop he would attend in January 

on “Preaching and Stewardship”, where he would present a sermon on the subject.   

Next Council Meeting:   Sunday, February 10, 2019, following Casual  

Service. 

 

Always Faithful for Faith, 

Members of Congregational Council   



 

 

Quilting Ministry 

 Our Quilting Ministry relaxed for a few weeks over the holiday but are now back go-

ing strong. A total of 103 quilts were constructed and delivered during 2018, to 

Ronald McDonald House, Visiting Nurses, Samaritas, Alpha Women’s Center, Degage, 

Michigan Veterans Home, Mel Trotter Ministries, Salvation Army Family Center and 

NECM. Our total is over 3,000 quilts since we began in 2000.  Recently we received 

$250 from Thrivent Financial for the purchase of supplies for this ministry. Thank you 

Thrivent and you, our members, for your generous support. 

 

Women of Faith 

At the last Women of Faith meeting several items were approved: $500 designated to 

Pastor’s Emergency Fund, $200 Toys for Tots gifts, $200 gift cards for the Angel Tree, 

$150 Visa cards to be used toward snacks and gas for youth and sponsors for their 

Lansing Gathering. The next meeting for Women of Faith will be held Wednesday, 

March 13, 2:00 in Fellowship Hall. Please plan to attend. 

 

Knitting Ministry 

A Thrivent Action Team project was approved recently with $250 Visa card for the 

purchase of yarn for this ministry. This amount will enable us to purchase yarn for 

nearly one year! Members knit or crochet baby blankets or prayer shawls that are then 

given to people in need of comfort, new babies, Ronald McDonald House, Alpha 

Women’s Center, Samaritas and Mel Trotter Ministries. During 2018, 22 prayer shawls 

and 20 baby blankets were donated. 



 Children & Youth  

We are launching our Elementary Small Group (ages preschool to 5th grade) & Jr/Sr 

High Youth Group (6th-8th grade).  See below of details!   

 

Children’s Small Group  

Last month, we decorated bags to be used for the Meal on Wheels Program! We had 

lots of fun getting to know each other & learn about Jesus too! We hope you can join 

us in February for our fun events! We will typically meet the 2nd & 4th Sunday of the 

month, watch the Banner & Bulletin for details. We will meet on February 24 at 

12:30pm.  

 

Jr & Sr. High Youth Group  

(6th—12th Grade)  

 

We will meet the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month in Classroom 6 from 6:00-

8:00pm. We will meet February 6 & February 20 from 6-8pm. During the season of 

Lent, we will meet from 6-7pm. Watch your Banner for details!  

 

Kid’s Food Basket  

The Jr & Sr High Youth of Faith will have an opportunity to serve at Kid’s Food Basket 

on February 27 from 6-7pm. We only have 3 slots left. If you are interested in  

serving please contact Nikki at flcgr@att.net or 616.361.2679.  

 



 

2/1 Dawn Gillikin 2/1 Karen Schott 

2/2 Zara Javed 2/3 Mike Novak 

2/4 Marcia Kozak 2/4 Dee Scales  

2/4 Barb Wegener  2/6 Ed Benzin 

2/7 Alan Brede 2/8 Dorothy Hovingh  

2/9 Chet Smith  2/15 Joan Mull 

2/15 Deb Sypien 2/16 Tyler Rettig  

2/25 Barb Applebach 2/25 Linda Schmoldt 

2/26 Anna Verheek  2/28 Sandy Lewis  

2/28 Cory Sypien    

Donald & Patricia Missad  2/1/1974 

John & Linda Schmoldt  2/8/1969 

Rick & Becky DeVault  2/14/2001 

Tyler & Codi Rettig  2/18/2015 

Beth & Mies Martin  2/21/1998 

Matthew & Kristy Baisch 2/29/1996  

Happy Anniversary! 

Happy Birthday!  



Our condolences to the family of: Stan Robertson & Daniel K. Durkee (Friend of Dan 

& Dawn Carter)  
 

Prayer Chain Contact: Mary Lou Hicks at 616.957.0563 or flcgr@att.net   

 

 

Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

Irene Smestad Myrtle McLain Cecilia  

Jo Hall  Betty Wolters  Boyd Slater  

Cheryl Streb Steve Hall 

Son of Jo Hall 

Jennifer Crissman  

Niece of Donna Baker  

Vince & Bob Vanderveen 

Sons of Dee Scales 

Pam Hansen  

Daughter in Law of  

Janis & Bob Hansen  

Richard Riker  

Brother in Law of Rick & 

Sandy Lewis  
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