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Faith Lutheran Church      

Banner of Faith 
 Upcoming Events 

1/5 — Council Retreat (9:00am)  

 

1/6—Installation of Council Members  

 

1/6—Sunday School Resumes  

 

1/11—Pizza & Movie Night (6:00pm) 

 

1/13—Discipleship Meeting (12:15pm)  

 

1/20 — All Church Luau (12:15pm) 

 

1/24 — Samaritas Fellowship (3:30pm) 

 

2/3—Annual Congregational Meeting  

 

 

Worship Schedule  

 

8:30am: Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

11:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  

 
 

 



May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

  

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant & Youth Worker,  

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2019 Congregational Council  

**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following the 

11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Co-Chairs, Jack 

Nienhuis, Rick Lewis  

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Beth Martin 

Stewardship, Kevin Lyons  

Discipleship, Stacey Schepers  

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Missions, Open  

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives, Open 



“Of Hope and the Under Toad” 

I’ve been anxious lately.  I don’t know exactly what I’m anxious about but I know that 

I’m anxious.  I’m not sleeping well at night; my dreams are full of conflict and confu-

sion; I wake with my jaw tense; and I’ve been having low-grade headaches and a 

churning in my stomach on a regular basis.  As I was thinking about how to describe 

my anxiety it occurs to me that it reminds me of the description of the Under Toad in 

the book The World According to Garp.  I just vaguely remember it, but there was a 

character in that book whose parents always insisted he be very careful of the under-

tow whenever he went in the water and he didn’t know what that was, so he 

thought they were saying “the Under Toad,” and he imagined it as this monster lurk-

ing just beneath the surface of the water, always waiting to reach out and grab him 

by the foot and drag him down to flounder in the dangerous waters.  

 

So the Under Toad became for him this unknown, unseen—maybe even unrealis-

tic—sense of impending doom lurking just around the next corner... and that’s what 

I’ve been sensing lately.  And I bring it up because I don’t think I’m the only one ex-

periencing this sensation.  I think a lot of us are feeling it these days.  And it’s not just 

the ongoing political chaos or the economic ups and downs we’re experiencing.  I 

can’t just blame it on reports of the devastating impacts of climate change that our 

complacency will guarantee.  And I can’t just blame it on personal things, like trying 

to adjust to the life of an empty-nester, and not having enough hours in the day to 

get all the things done that need to be done, and worrying about the church, and all 

that sort of things.  I guess in a way it’s none of those things in particular and all of 

those things together swirled up and in constant motion in the blender of my life. 

 

And while the individual elements may differ, I think this sort of confusion, this chaos, 
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this unsettledness has created a wide web of malaise that is impacting so many peo-

ple in our world today.  And I think of this as we stand on the brink of a New Year.  

I think: what is it like to enter into a New Year with much more unease, anxiety, and 

gloom than joy and anticipation?  And I wonder how do we—who proclaim to fol-

low Christ—fight this kind of malaise in our own lives and offer some kind of light 

for others in the year to come. 

 

And it seems to me that the answer is: hope.  Over and over in the letters and writ-

ings of the New Testament the followers of Christ are reminded that no matter 

what might be happening around them—whether it be violence, grief, storms, sick-

ness, poverty, or persecution—they should center their lives on the hope they have 

in Christ Jesus.  This is a hope that is not about the transitory things we see (good 

or bad) around us; instead this hope is founded on the promises we have received 

from God, that in—and behind and through—all things God is working for the day in 

which God’s glory and peace and joy will flourish for all.  That’s the thing we are to 

keep in mind at all times.  The news cycles may proclaim doom and gloom; but still 

God is God.  Our personal lives may seem to be in desperate chaos; but still God is 

mighty to save.  Our world may seem to be shaken to its core and in dire straits; but 

God remains the sustainer and maintainer of all... and God’s promises are sure for all 

generations. 

 

This past Advent season we heard Christ call us to stand firm—even in our darkest 

hours—even though all people around us shudder with fear.  We are to rise up and 

hold our heads high because even through the dark times may seem overwhelming, 

our hopes in the promises of our good God are sure and certain. 

 

This New Year I would suggest that we choose hope as our cure; hope as our focus; 



 

 

 

hope as our resolve.  And it occurs to me that hope is indeed a choice we make... 

however, when we don’t intentionally make it we fall into the pattern of simply react-

ing to our world based on insecure emotions. And I think that’s been where the Un-

der Toad has found me lately.  I think I had forgotten that my hope is based on some-

thing far more firm and concrete than the rising and falling of leaders and economies 

and the often petty swirlings of our personal lives.  My hope is based on the God who 

created all things with a word, and came to us in the infant in the manger, and raised 

Christ from the dead... and promised to be with us always and embrace us in the eter-

nal kingdom of peace and joy. 

 

This New Year, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13), Amen. 

 

     



Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast will resume meetings in February 2019.  

 

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast 

Paula Nienhuis & Sheila Joshua   

Pizza & Movie Nights  
Pizza & Movie Night at Faith starts at 6:00pm with pizza and the movie “rolls” 

around 6:30. We provide: pizza, pop, popcorn and chips. Stay tuned for more  

details!  

 

Friday, January 11 “The Greatest Showman” with Hugh Jackman  

Friday, February 8  

Friday, March 8—Final One  



Cupboard of  Faith  

Brenda Dubay & Joan Mull  

A huge thank you to all our Faith Family for your generous donations throughout the 

year for our 2018 Christmas Food Baskets. Donations included food, money and 

those who gave tirelessly of their time to make this happen. Without you we couldn’t 

provide this valuable service to our community. A special thank you goes to Meijer 

for their generous donation of gift card to purchase items needed to complete the 

baskets, Ron & Sue Redner, donation of 'jumbo' eggs, and all of you who helped pack 

& deliver the boxes. Huge success, we helped many, many people with a complete 

Christmas dinner and some extras too. 

 

Be sure to check your upcoming Banners for details on the 2019 Food Baskets! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us on Sunday, January 20 for an All-Church Luau in Fellowship Hall, following 

the 11:00am worship service. We will have putting contest, smoothies and Hawaiian 

themed food.  

Samaritas Fellowship  
We will join our friends at Samaritas on Thursday, January 24 at 3:30pm. Please note 

the date change.  



Church Closures  
In case of church closures due to snow or other potential closings , please check the 

website (faithlutheranchurchgr.org) or the local TV stations WoodTV8 & WZZM 13, 

under Faith Lutheran Church. Any questions, please contact the church office. If 

Northview and/or GRPS is closed, the church office will automatically be closed as 

well.   

 

HYMN FESTIVAL 

WE ARE CALLED  

GREENVILLE, MI   JANUARY 13, 3:30 PM 

S 
A 
I 
N 
T 
 

P 
A 
U 
L 
 

L 
U 
T 
H 
E 
R 
A 
N 

 



Income November 2018  

Counters Report  

 

 
 Sub  

Totals 

Total Nov.  

2018  

Total YTD 

Jan-Nov. 

Offering  $12,613.00   

Electronic $795.00   

Total Offering  $13,408.00 $161,023.08 

Building Use $497.50   

Other—Misc. $629.20   

Total General  

Operating 

Income  

 $14,534.70 $172,100.78 

Memorials $0   

Cupboard of Faith $415.00   

Youth  $336.10   

Misc./Special  $800.00   

Total Designated  

Income  
 $1,551.10 $14.692.88 

Total Income October 

 2018 
 $16,085.80 $186,793.68 

Average Attendance 

November  
108   

Note: The difference between the counters report and the  

accountants is due to some deposit not made thru the counters.  



Finances at a Glance  

Dan Carter  

 

Nov  2018 

Current Month  

J a n — N o v 

2018  

Year to Date   

J a n — N o v 

2018 

Budget   

P r i o r 

Year Nov 

2017 

Prior Year 

J a n - N o v 

2017 

Receipts  $16,467 $190,902 $251,470 $16,355 $215,601 

Expenses  ($25,220) ($257,505) ($273,222) ($21,375) ($237,818) 

Income (Loss) ($8,753) ($66,603) ($21,752) ($5,020) ($22,217) 

Angel & Mitten Tree  

Thank you to everyone who donated to Angel & Mitten tree ministries!  

 

We collected about 60 toys and 19 gift card cards for the Angel Tree which were 

delivered to Salvation Army.  

 

For the Mitten Tree we collected 105 items: 10 scarves , 33 hats 42 mittens/gloves 

and 20 hat/mitten sets, plus a monetary donation. This year these were delivered to 

Samaritas to be used in the Foster Care Program.  

 

God Bless you for being so giving!   



Council Capsule  

Claudia Zimmerman – Secretary  
Notes from the Congregational Council meeting of Dec. 9, 2018, (Note- 

the Capsule is a condensed summary of Council business, and the 

minutes have not yet been approved)  

Consecration Sunday – pledge cards were mailed to those that had not turned 

one in.  Forty-six pledges had been received for a total of $119,304 for the year.  This 

is about half the amount needed to meet expenses for a year, and the budget for 

2019 would have to be estimated on records of past giving. 

 

Worship – One attendant has been hired to oversee the Nursery for two hours 

each Sunday.  We welcome Marissa Brizzolara to our staff.  The search continues for 

a second attendant and one member of the congregation will be assigned from the 

roster until another is hired. 

 

Facilities– The committee recommended installation of two more cameras to moni-

tor use of the doors off the patio for more complete coverage.  Council approved the 

bid presented and the item would be presented to the Memorial Committee for pos-

sible funding.  

 

Congregational Care – The Council approved $250 for supplies for a Supper 

House donation and a date would be set for volunteers to serve the meal.  

 

Discipleship – The Women of Faith would be donating funds to assist six students 

to attend the Michigan Gathering during Christmas break, while students were work-

ing on the Holiday Bazaar and Pageant for Sundays in December. 

 

Congregational Life – The Angel Tree and Mitten Tree were very successful pro-



jects this year and items were turned in at the middle of December. 

 

Coming Events – The Council would hold a retreat on January 5th from 9:00 A.M. 

until noon.  Members would brainstorm ideas for increasing membership and discuss 

other topics that need attention as they consider goals for the upcoming year.  

The Annual Congregational Meeting was scheduled for Sunday, February 3, 2019 and 

would include budget and Bylaws as topics.   

 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Kevin commented on the impact of the All Saints’ Sun-

day service and the help of those that prepared for it.   

He was one of three ‘stars’ of a recorded Round Table Discussion at Mary Free Bed.  

A Roman Catholic Priest, a Jewish Rabbi and Pastor Kevin discussed how spiritual 

care is offered to those in crisis, and the film may be of use to chaplains and others 

in understanding differing faith approaches.  

He also commented on the “Pre-Annual Congregational Meeting that Wasn’t”, not-

ing that low attendance did not allow for action on proposed  Constitutional 

Amendments that had taken a great deal of time in preparation.  It seemed to point 

out the need to continue working diligently to streamline committees, structure and 

process in the hope of achieving more positive response to taking care of business.   

  

Next Council Meeting:   Saturday, January 5, 2019 from 9:00 A.M. to 

Noon.  

Always Faithful for Faith, 

Members of Congregational Council    



    Musical Notes 
    Sharon TerBeek 

Thank you to all who provided music for our Advent/Christmas services.   

Thanks to all who helped decorate the Sanctuary and Narthex for the season.  

You are all a blessing! 

 

Birthday Blessings 

For Christians, birthdays are a time to celebrate God’s gift of life. When we say birth-

day prayers, we remind each other that all life comes from God.  We begin another 

365 days, ready to love God, and ready to love others.  As we begin a new calendar 

year, we are going to begin a new tradition in our worship service. The first Sunday of 

every month in 2019 we will acknowledge those celebrating birthdays for the month.  

If you are not on our birthday roster, please let Nikki in the church office know when 

your special day occurs. 



Stewardship & Missions  
By Gene Lyons 

“No one is born hating another person because of the color of his skin or 

his background or his religion. People must learn to hate and if they can 

learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes more naturally to 

the human heart than the opposite.” 

             —NELSON MANDELA 

 

“The course of history is directed by the choices we make and our choices 

grow out of the ideas, the beliefs, the values, the dreams of the people. It is 

not so much the powerful leaders that determine our destiny as the much 

more powerful influence of the combined voice of the people themselves.” 

                                                                                   —ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 

 

 

You may ask what these quotes have to do with us or this church or stewardship and 

missions.  However, you may recall that I once wrote and talked about community 

and increasing circles from family, to church, and out to the world we live.  One of 

the meanings of community is that we care about—and want the best for—others, 

individuals, and all of humanity. We are willing to do our part both individually and 

collectively to see that we make things better and address problems. We speak up. 

We address evil wherever we see it. If we wait for the perfect time, then the good we 

can do will not get done. 

 

Throughout the Bible we see examples of God using imperfect humans to 

do His work. Do not be afraid –Be bold—Love will prevail. 

 

In these monthly messages I would like to share things we are doing and stories of 



how we are using our talents and money to advance stewardship and missions. Let’s 

have a conversation about any ideas you may have. Thank you to all who are doing His 

work. 

Let us use as a Stewardship model for 2019: “WE CARE----WE SHARE” 

 

“Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 

those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love 

God whom they have not seen.  The commandment we have from him is 

this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.” 

             —1 JOHN 4:20-21   

 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 

one another." 

             —JESUS CHRIST (John 13:35) 

 

Estimates of Giving for 2019 as of 11/30/2018 = 46 @ $118,160.00 

DO WHAT YOU CAN 

WITH WHAT YOU HAVE 

WHERE YOU ARE 



 Children & Youth  

Christmas Pageant 2018  

Many thanks to all of those you participated in this years Christmas Pageant. A huge 

thanks to those who helped with setup, costumes and the behind the scene work. This 

wouldn’t have been possible without your help!  

 

Christmas Bazaar 

Thank you for your support this year! We raised $500.22 for this year Bazaar to date 

(12/16/18). We appreciate your generous support for the Youth of Faith!  

 

Sunday School  

We are looking forward to kicking off Sunday School again on Sunday, January 6. We 

look forward to seeing you then!  

 

Summer Camp  

Can you believe that we are already talking about summer camp? Registration for sum-

mer camp opens on January 15. We are looking at attending on Week 2 (June 23-28) or 

Week 6 (July 21-26).  Please let the church office know if you are interested in attend-

ing!  

 

 



 

1/5 Rob Schepers  1/5 Carter Scholten  

1/6 Ron Redner  1/6 Aniya Mathieu  

1/6 Dan Carter  1/9 Frances Miller  

1/12 Sheila Joshua  1/16 Theresia Arnold  

1/18 Linda Slager  1/20 Joshua Batten  

1/26 Hina Joshua  1/27 Alex Herold  

1/28 Cora Schepers  1/29 Jack Arnold  

1/29 Codi Rettig    

Daryl & Lana Lucas  1/26/1963 

Happy Anniversary! 

Happy Birthday!  



Our condolences to the family of:  
 

Prayer Chain Contact: Mary Lou Hicks at 616.957.0563 or flcgr@att.net   

 

 

Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

Irene Smestad Myrtle McLain Cecilia  

Stan Robertson  Loren & Betty Wolters  Boyd Slater  

Cheryl Strer  Joyce Laatsch  

Mother of Dawn Bennett  

Vince & Bob Vanderveen 

Sons of Dee Scales 

Avis Patterson  

Cousin of Anna Verheek  

JoAnna Carney  

Friend of Anna Verheek  

Patricia McLean  

Aunt of Nancy Morrison  

Sister of Marie Morrison  

Steve Hall 

Son of Jo Hall 

Pam Hansen  

Daughter in Law of  

Janis & Bob Hansen  

Peg Granzotto  

Mother in Law of Kim 

Granzotto  
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