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Upcoming Events 

 

7/3—Story Time Hour @ 10am  

 

7/7—One Service @ 10am  

 

7/7-7/12—Stony Lake Camp  

 

7/10—Quilters @ 10am  

 

7/17—Story Time Hour @ 10am  

 

7/18—Samaritas Fellowship @ 3:30pm 

 

7/19—Parents Night Out @ 5pm  

 

7/20—Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast  

Worship Schedule  

 

8:30am—Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

10:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  

 

July 7 One Service @ 10:00am  

 

 
 

 



May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant & Youth Worker,  

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2019 Congregational Council  

**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following the 

11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Co-Chairs, Jack 

Nienhuis, Rick Lewis  

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Beth Martin 

Missions & Stewardship, Co-Chairs, Kevin 

& Gene Lyons  

Discipleship, Stacey Schepers  

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives Co-Chairs, Tommy 

Sypien & Aidan Martin  



“How then shall we live?”  Ezekiel 33.10c 

In the Old Testament, a priest and prophet named Ezekiel rose up shortly before 

the fall of Jerusalem.  His ministry included offering warnings of the coming fall of 

Jerusalem as well as words of hope after the fall while they were in exile. 

 

In chapter 33 the fall has taken place and God is re-commissioning Ezekiel to speak 

to the people again, and proclaim to them that God has not abandoned them (and 

they should not abandon God).  God tells Ezekiel that he is to offer them the truth 

that will be difficult for them to hear: that they have turned from God and God’s 

ways, that they have fallen from righteousness... God tells Ezekiel to confront Israel 

with its own words saying, “Thus you have said: ‘Our transgressions and our sins 

weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them;”  and then (in the words of the 

King James Version) the people ask God—and Ezekiel, and each other—“How then 

shall we live?” 

 

I think of this as if the people were looking for a “reset” button.  “God, I get that 

we’ve done wrong, I get that we’ve let you down, I get that we may even deserve 

the burdens and bumps and bruises that we’ve collected in life thus far... So, what do 

we do now?  How do we get over this?  How do we get past it?  If our old way of 

living wasn’t cutting it, how shall we then live today and tomorrow?” 

 

And, of course, this is set in a time when legalism is seen as the paradigm for spiritu-

al success.  The idea was that if we—on our side of the equation—would faithfully 

keep the laws of God then God—on God’s side of the equation—would make sure 

that our lives ran smoothly.  And since the Babylonians had conquered Jerusalem in 

a devastating siege, things were certainly not running smoothly... which must mean 

 Kevin Sullivan 

Continued on page 3 



 
that their past efforts hadn’t hit the mark and therefore the assumption is that now 

we need to ramp up our efforts and double down on our legalism in the future...  

 

But, as we well know, the problem is that nothing has really changed on our side of 

the equation... We can push the reset button and try to be better tomorrow (which 

is always a great goal!) but the truth is that we are still human, and we are still weak 

and vulnerable, and we are still prone to fall short of ever being able to keep the law 

to the high standards that we assume God demands. 

 

And in the end we can either maintain the cycle of attempting to work our way into 

God’s good grace, and falling short, and suffering in this life, and then trying again... 

or we can accept the idea that Christ came specifically to proclaim that the para-

digm has changed, which is to say that we can pass from the demands of legalism—in 

which we are bound to fail—into the kingdom of God’s grace in which we recognize 

that God loves us (and has always loved us, and always will love us) just as we are. 

Which doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t keep trying to live the best lives we can for 

the sake of our God and our neighbors, but it does mean that we do it not out of 

fear and from a sense of duty, but instead we enter into these lives in a sense of 

gratefulness for God’s grace with the freedom to take on lofty acts of love without 

the fear of failure because we know God’s grace will always catch us up when we 

fall. 

 

It occurs to me that as we enter into the season of Pentecost our theme is kind of 

“How then should we live?”  As people who have accepted the incarnation of Christ 

(Christmas), and the startling gift of glimpses of God’s love for all (Epiphany); and as 

we have followed Christ down the path of the cross (Lent), into his death (Holy 

Week), and through that into his joyful resurrection (Easter), we find ourselves ris-



ing from the baptismal waters crying out the question, “How shall we then live?”   

 

And the long season of Pentecost attempts to answer this question, not by balancing 

grace and works, but by attesting to the fact that it is all about God’s grace freeing 

us to live and love in brand new ways. 

 

May you find peace and hope as we walk through Pentecost together this year. 

 

Blessings and Best Wishes, 

Pastor Kevin  

Many Thanks!  
During the summer, many of our members are away on vacation & I wanted to extend 

many thanks to all of those you have stepped up on Sunday mornings to fill-in where 

needed!  

 

The Servant Schedule can be difficult to schedule during the summer months without 

stretching you all too thin. 

 

If we are scheduling you too often during the summer, please let us know. We want 

to ensure that we are not pushing anyone beyond their comfort zone. 

 

We also want to extend our thanks from the bottom of our hearts for your willing-

ness to serve your church in this way! Your service doesn’t go unnoticed! We appre-

ciate you more than words can articulate. 

 

 



“Help me... help you. Help me, help you.” 

Jerry Maguire 

Dear Friends, 

I have a confession to make: I seem to be growing older.   

For me growing older has meant putting on a few extra pounds, hair loss, aches and 

pains in my body, and both my vision and hearing apparently getting weaker... among 

other things. 

 

But I mention this today because of one of the “other things.”   Recently I’ve found 

that it has become more difficult for me to remember all the bits and pieces of infor-

mation that people pass on to me on any given Sunday morning.  I understand that 

this is the one time that I actually get to see many of you and I honestly value and 

love this time that we can touch bases and catch up with each other.  My problem is 

that in the midst of all the other things going on on Sunday mornings I sometimes 

lose track of some of the important information.   

 

I generally remember who I said that I would pray for... but sometimes I forget that I 

had been asked to put a name on the prayer list in the bulletin for next Sunday, or 

that I was to set aside a key for someone, or that someone had wanted to meet with 

me between 10:30 and 11:00 a week from next Thursday... unless it rains, in which 

case we’ll meet on Friday at 2:15. 

 

It’s that kind of information that I seem to have trouble keeping in my mind until after 

the service when I can finally make it downstairs to my calendar and computer to 

write these things down.   

 

On the brighter side, I’ve been told that even much younger people with much 

healthier brains (like our dear Administrative Assistant, Nikki) sometimes also finds 



this a bit difficult.   

 

The deal is that there are often half a dozen people who will approach us on a Sunday 

morning with a request that we set up an announcement or put something in the next 

bulletin or Newsletter, or add someone to the prayer list, or call a certain person 

during the week, or pass along a message from them to someone else... and since we 

seem to be human we sometimes drop the ball and then we feel horrible about that. 

 

So with all of this as prologue, I would like to ask that you continue sharing your 

needs and concerns with us on Sunday mornings, but I’d also ask you to either write 

down any important aspects of your concerns that call for our action or call us back 

on Monday morning, or email us, in order to make sure that we are best equipped to 

follow through. 

 

It is a privilege and an honor to worship and minister and serve with you... And our 

hope is to be as affective in our leadership roles as possible.  Please help us help you 

by offering us the “back-up support” that our all-too-human brains sometimes require. 

 

Many Thanks,  

Pastor Kevin 



Just for Fun Women's Club will meet on Saturday, July 20 at starting at 10:00 am. 

Please watch your bulletins for the location. All the Women of Faith are welcome - 

young and old. For questions or if you need a ride please call Sheila Joshua at 

616.365.2546 or Paula Nienhuis at 616.866.1981.  

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast 

Paula Nienhuis & Sheila Joshua   

FLC Brunch Group  

The FLC Brunch Group meets the last Monday of each month (July 29) at 11:00am at 

New Beginnings on Northland Drive. Please call Jean Blauwkamp with any questions 

or concerns at 616.240.3106.  

Ladder 
Recently we have noticed that the large extension ladder that we have stored out by 

the garage is missing.  Please let us know if you have borrowed it and when we can 

anticipate its return.  Thank you!  



Quilters 

Recently 27 quilts were delivered to local agencies, including 7 to Samaritas. Since the 

first of the year 60 quilts have been donated! Thank you, dear congregation, for your 

continued support of this ministry.   

Snow Days & Quilters  
Unlike the public schools, because of sew many 'snow days' this past winter, our quilt-

ers are excited to make up the time this summer. Our schedule beginning Wednes-

day, June 26, we will meet 10:00 until noon. Bring a sack lunch, stay awhile and chat if 

you have time. We will meet the following dates: July 10 & 24 and August 14 & 28. 

Note the time change of meeting mornings rather than afternoons.  



Stewardship and Missions 

By Gene Lyons 

 

ASK NOT WHAT GOD CAN DO FOR YOU, 

ASK WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR GOD 

 

The question is-------what does God want us to do? 

 

If we ask 100 people that question we would most likely get 100 answers. 

 

My answer is-----God wants us to: 

Live in harmony with ourselves. 

Live in harmony with others and all mankind. 

Live in harmony with the universe and the planet we live on. 

 

If we do all three of these things we will be living in harmony with God, Christ and 

his Spirit. 

If any of the three are out of balance it is our responsibility to address them. 

 

What a surprise-----We find as we think and do what we can for others that the 

Spirit is working in us... and we—personally and globally—are enriched and blessed. 

 

The essence of Stewardship and Missions is for us to model Christ’s teachings to 

ourselves and the world.  

 

So, as we ask ourselves what the practical application of asking “what we can do for 

God” is, our response is:  



Cupboard of Faith 

Brenda & Steve Dubay  

For the month of July we will focus on Jello and Pudding. As always we will gladly ac-

cept any non perishable food item with an expiration date of January 1, 2020 or later 

as well as monetary donations. Questions/comments? Contact Brenda Dubay 

at bsdubay22@gmail.com.  

 

We want to take care of ourselves physically, mentally, and spiritualty. 

We want to address justice, peace, love, caring, for the rest of humanity. 

We want clean water, clean air, a heathy earth, sharing our resources, caring      

        about the environment. 

 

God blesses and longs for us to lend our voices to call for justice. We can’t turn away 

from the suffering of others. We must face it with the Spirit’s help and fight it. 

WE CARE-WE SHARE 

 

mailto:bsdubay22@gmail.com.


Musical Notes 
Sharon TerBeek 

 

Holiday Weekend Worship 

We will have one worship service, classic style, at 10 AM on Sunday July 7th, and also 

on Sunday September 1st.  

 

Ice Cream Social & Band Concert  

Please put Sunday August 18th on your calendars!  From 6-8 pm, our Praise Band will 

be in concert performing sacred and secular music for the NECM fund raiser and Ice 

Cream Social.  This is always a fun event! Weather permitting, we will be outside on 

the patio.  In case of inclement weather, we will be in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Praise Band Members Time Off  

Our Praise Band members will be taking some Sundays off this summer. We will fill in 

with subs when available. 



Income May 2019 

Counters Report  

 

 
 Sub  

Totals 

Total April  Total YTD  

Offering  $1,0172.00   

Electronic $1,955.00   

Total Offering  $12,127.30 $75,406.64 

Building Use $915.28   

Other—Misc. $301.33   

Total General  

Operating 

Income  

 $13,362.91 $80,952.54 

Memorials $25.00   

Cupboard of Faith $50.00   

Youth  $246.75   

Misc./Special  $650.00   

Total Designated  

Income  
 $971.75 $8,852.17 

Total Income April 

 2019 
 $14,334.66 $89,804.71 

Average Attendance 

in May 2019  
97.75   



 

May 2019 

Current Month  

J a n — M a y 

2019  

Year to Date   

J a n — M a y 

2019 

Budget   

P r i o r 

Year May 

2018 

Prior Year 

J a n - M a y 

2018 

Receipts  $13,359 $92,886 $97,595 $16,212 $90,461 

Expenses  ($22,659) ($116,274) ($177,809) ($24,546) ($116,089) 

Income (Loss) ($9,300) ($23,388) ($80,214) ($8,334) ($25,628) 

Finances at a Glance  

Dan Carter  



50th Wedding Anniversary Party  

You are invited to help Steve & Claudia Zimmerman celebrate their 50th Wedding  

Anniversary following church on Sunday, August 4 in Fellowship Hall. There will be 

cake & ice cream social from 11:30-4:00pm.  

 

 

Meals for Jo & Steve Hall  
We are looking for individuals/families who would be interested in helping provide a 

meal on Wednesdays to Jo & Steve Hall. If you are interested in providing a meal, 

please utilize the sign up online or sign up in the Narthex. We ask that you call Jo 

the Monday before your scheduled date to set up a time to deliver her meal. Please 

use your directory for her contact information. We also ask that you bring meals in 

a disposable container. There are no food allergies. Although, they do not prefer the 

following foods: fish, fresh & canned tomatoes and asparagus.   



Children & Youth  

Super Saturday 

Super Saturday is taking place Saturday, August 17 from 11:30am-2:00pm at St. Luke’s 

Lutheran Church (3215 4 Mile NE,  Grand Rapids, MI 49525). A fun event for the whole 

community! There will be all sorts of activities for all ages from the youngest to the old-

est. We are looking for volunteers to help with this event. If you are interested in  

helping, please contact Nikki in the church office at 616.361.2679 or at flcgr@att.net  

 

Jr & Sr High Youth Group  

On Sunday, July 21 at 6pm we are planning a pizza & movie night. Please stay tuned for 

more details.  

Parent’s Night Out  

We are excited to be offering our second Parent’s Night Out on Friday, July 19 from 

5:00-9:00pm. Please RSVP to the church office by Friday, July 12. This is for ages 6 

months to 12 years old. Dinner will be served and we will have fun activities planned for 

the kids as well!  

 

Children’s Small Group (3 years to 5th Grade)  

We are planning a pizza & movie night on Friday, July 26 from 5pm-7pm. Please stay 

tuned for the movie choice in your bulletin as the date gets closer!  

 

Office Hours July 7-12  

Pastor Kevin & Nikki will be at summer camp with the kids from July 7-12. The office 

hours will be slightly different this week to accommodate our volunteer schedules. 

Please see below for office hours.  

 

Monday: 10-1pm, Tuesday: 9-12pm, Wednesday: 10-1pm, Thursday: 9-12:30pm  



  

 

Ahava Ministry 

The parents of two LGBTQ+ children who attend two different ELCA churches in 

our community have reached out to our conference pastors with a request that we 

share the following announcement with you.   

 

In their email to the pastors they said, “We would like to start a group (support? 

education?) for parents with an LGBTQ+ child of any age and at any stage in their 

journey and we are calling it Ahava.  For some this journey is easy and for others it 

is difficult so we would like to develop a space that is safe and welcoming to all.”   

 

They also noted: “Because some people may not be ready to be public about being 

an LGBTQ+ parent, we will work hard to respect people’s privacy and  

confidentiality.” 

 

We pray that God will bless this newly forming ministry!  

 

Are you a parent of an LGBTQ+ child who would like to be in community 

with others who understand your journey? If so, please join us as we begin 

a new ministry we are calling Ahava. It is for parents of LGBTQ+ children 

of any age and in any stage in their journey. We will be meeting informal-

ly for the first time on Aug 17th at John Ball Zoo at 1pm (meet by the  

pavilion/park) to meet each other, talk, and make some plans for what 

this ministry will look like. Bring a picnic lunch to enjoy for your-

self.  Then in September we will do an official kick off!  Please RSVP 

to  Corina at  corinard@comcast.net or Lois at mldoughty29@gmail.com 

mailto:corinard@comcast.net
mailto:mldoughty29@gmail.com


Council Capsule  

Claudia Zimmerman – Secretary  
Notes from the Congregational Council meeting of May 19, 2019. Note- the Capsule is 

a condensed summary of Council business, and the minutes have not yet been  

approved)  

Background Checks – They were last done in June of 2017 and are required every 

two years for those that connect with children or older adults in their homes.  Forms 

may be filled out in the office if you are required to have a background check.  

 

Narthex Design – A commercial interior designer known to a member had been 

contacted to give some economical ideas on updating the Narthex area for a more 

current look.   

 

Resource Management – Pew cards have been designed to give information on 

electronic offering methods.  The reusable cards would be placed in the offering plate 

when electronic funds were given to allow participation in that part of the worship 

service.  

 

Facilities – During the past month flower beds were renewed, a large tree was re-

moved, a ‘Sanctuary’ sign was installed, tables for the Second Best Sale were managed, 

a new lease was sent to Kent Intermediate School District for the C-BOT program 

for $500 per month, and a vehicle fire in the parking lot was dealt with.  

 

Congregational Care – Birthday, anniversary, visitor welcome, and Easter cards 

were sent, and meals were provided weekly for one member. The Women of Faith 

would supply new items for children’s pew bags in the Narthex. They also provided 

the gifts and handled the reception on June 2 for Graduate Recognition Sunday.  

 



Congregational Life – The Second Best Sale earned a total of $1,384.00.  The Ice 

Cream Social/Band Concert will be held on August 18th and proceeds this year will go 

to the food pantry and Supper House as the Back-to-School event has transferred to 

other programs.   

 

Discipleship – Story Hours with St. Luke’s would be held on Wednesday mornings 

beginning on June 19, and three students would be attending camp at Stony Lake this 

summer. 

 

Mission Possibility – The Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church had petitioned for 

space in Faith’s facility to hold services in the Latvian language as their building may 

soon be sold.  A contract would need to be developed and scheduling planned.  

Council would continue to explore the possibility of sharing space.   

 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Kevin commented on the meaningful, musical Holy Week 

services, his continuing research on a projection screen for Fellowship Hall, pizza and 

discussion of the sacraments with the Confirmation kids, and the meeting with the 

pastor of the Latvian Lutheran Church.  He was invited by Pastor David Sprang of our 

NW Lower MI Synod to be part of the leadership team for the REVIVE program, and 

will attend a training in Baltimore from August 20-24.  He would like to plan a dedica-

tion for the “Memorial Garden”, perhaps an outdoor worship/blessing service during 

the summer.  Living Waters Ministries offered to provide a free VBS program on  

August 5-9.  Faith would need to provide housing, and meals for presenters.  Reac-

tion was positive and they would be informed of our acceptance. 

 

Next Council Meeting:   Sunday, August 11, 2019 following Casual Service.  

Always Faithful for Faith, Congregational Council    



Women of Faith Meeting Summary  

 

Thirteen women met Wednesday, June 5, 2:00 pm, in Fellowship Hall.  

 

Discussion items included: 

• Second Best & Bake Sale:  Fall sale date – October 11 & 12 

• Community Service Project: Items will be distributed end of June to our local  

Veteran’s Home and D.A. Blodgett/St. John’s Home 

• Worship Bags for Children: Items will be purchased for children while in church 

and new display area is being considered 

• Supper House: October 3, see Brenda Dubay to sign up 

• Meals for Homebound: Nikki will create ‘Genius’ sign-up for volunteering  

members 

• Story Hour & Day Camp: Nikki informed us of the two Christian programs she is 

planning for children this summer. Suggested a large banner be placed outdoors 

to attract neighboring children. 

• Ice Cream Social/Praise Band Concert: Proceeds to NECM Supper House  

program.  

Approved expenditures: 

• $200 allocated for purchase of First Aid Kits to be placed in sanctuary, nursery 

and kitchen 

• $200 allocated for supplies & snacks for Living Waters Day Camp 

 

Next meeting Wednesday, August 28 



“Peace Works”  Vacation Bible School  

As we’ve mentioned at church, we are blessed to be the recipients of a kind offer 

from Living Waters Ministries to host a team of their VBS leaders for the week of 

August 5 – 9 for FREE.  

 

The leaders will bring their skills and experience to our church and present a cur-

riculum called “Peace Works; Empowering the Next Generation of Peace-

makers” for children from the ages of 5 – 12.   

 

Each session will begin at 9am and will include Bible Study, songs, games, crafts, 

snacks and other activities.  The sessions will last until 12:15. Our church wrote a 

grant requesting some funds from the Synod to help support this project (and we 

received the funds we requested!) but it was still only about half of what Living Wa-

ters Ministries charges to support their leadership teams and this program. We are 

currently seeking housing for the leaders for the week they are with us.  If you have 

room for two leaders and would be willing to offer them meals for the week please 

contact Nikki at the church office (616-361-2679).  They will have their own trans-

portation. 

 

Also, if you would like more information, to register children for this program, or 

to find out how you can support this program by volunteering to be an assistant, 

provide snacks—or in other ways—please contact the church office (616-361-

2679).  Many Thanks! 



 

7/2 Joel Collins  7/6 Leeza DeVault  

7/7 Mary Lou Hicks  7/7 Elizabeth Kunnen 

7/7 Michael Woodworth  7/8 Andy DeVries Jr. 

7/11 Brenda Dubay 7/12 Patrick VanderBerg  

7/13 Sandi Dood  7/14 Earl Mandeville  

7/15 Claudia Zimmerman 7/17 Stacey Schepers  

7/21 Bruce VanderBerg  7/22 Steve Zimmerman 

7/23 Kathleen Harris 7/23 Sarah Kunnen 

7/24 Colleen Berry 7/24 Wendy Domagalski 

7/27 Jackie Bultman 7/31 Jack Aalderink 

7/31 Jeanette Hall 7/31 Jamie Robertson 

7/31 Joanne Robertson    

Rob & Stacey Schepers  7/21/2002 

Bob & Janis Hansen 7/25/1959 

Happy Anniversary! 

Happy Birthday!  



Our condolences to the family of:  
 

Prayer Chain Contact: Mary Lou Hicks at 616.957.0563 or flcgr@att.net   

 

 

Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

Irene Smestad Myrtle McLain Cecilia  

Jo Hall  Betty Wolters  Cheryl Streb 

Marcia Kozak  Elaine Laity Marie Morrison  

Steve Hall 

Son of Jo Hall 

David Dietrich  

Husband of Gretchen  

Dietrich  

Vince & Bob Vanderveen 

Sons of Dee Scales 
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