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Upcoming Events 

 

6/2—Graduation Sunday  

 

6/12—Quilter’s Luncheon  

 

6/16—One Service @ 10am & Whitecaps 

Baseball Camp @ 2pm  

 

6/21—Samaritas Fellowship  

 

6/22—Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast  

 

6/23—Day Camp Meeting  

 

6/24—FLC Brunch Group  

 

Worship Schedule  

 

8:30am—Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

10:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  

 

June 16 One Service @ 

10:00am  

 

 
 

 



May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant & Youth Worker,  

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2019 Congregational Council  

**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following the 

11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Co-Chairs, Jack 

Nienhuis, Rick Lewis  

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Beth Martin 

Missions & Stewardship, Co-Chairs, Kevin 

& Gene Lyons  

Discipleship, Stacey Schepers  

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives Co-Chairs, Tommy 

Sypien & Aidan Martin  



Dear Friends, 

I just want to thank you all for making it possible for me and several of our members 

to attend the annual Synod Assembly.  It took place from May 16--18 in Mt. Pleasant 

this year.   

 

For those that may not know, our Synod is the North West Lower Michigan Synod 

and it is comprised of 115 congregations composed of about 40,000 baptized Chris-

tians.  Each congregation is encouraged to send their pastor (or pastors) and two or 

three congregational members to these Assembly meetings. This year there were 

about 280 voting members at the Assembly along with a good number of 

“visitors” (non-voting participants). 

 

Our main business this year was the election of a Bishop.  The bishop’s term of office 

is six years and Bishop Craig Satterlee had completed his first term.  The process for 

electing a bishop attempts to allow for an openness for the will of the people to 

move within the promptings and proddings of the Holy Spirit.  On the first ballot 

each voting member can write down the name of any ordained Minister of Word and 

Sacrament.  This ballot produced 35 names.  The process then narrowed down the 

nominees through a series of 5 ballots, all of which were preceded by prayer and 

two of which were also preceded by short speeches and question and answer times. 

 

The results of this process was that we not only were blessed with the selection of a 

bishop, but we were also blessed to hear and consider many different perspectives 

on how the ministries and resources of the people in this Synod might best be di-

rected in the coming years.  I was impressed with the sensitivity, boldness, creativity, 

and the spirituality of the participants in this process. 

 Kevin Sullivan 

Continued on page 3 



 
 

The outcome of this election was that Bishop Craig Satterlee was elected to a sec-

ond 6 year term. 

 

The theme of our Assembly this year was “Called to be Living Stones in a Changing 

World.”   This theme was readily apparent in our opening Eucharistic Worship on 

Thursday evening as well as morning Eucharist on Friday and our closing Eucharistic 

on Saturday.  It was also apparent in our Evening Prayer Service on Friday night.  We 

were blessed to have Rev. Chris Boerger (The Secretary of our Churchwide ELCA ) 

with us to help conduct meetings and lead worship. 

 

As a personal note I want to mention that while I recognize and value the “business” 

of these meetings—such as voting on members to various committees, approving 

the budget, and stances we will take on specific issues—I also find it very valuable 

just to connect with pastors and laypeople from around our synod who are working 

with us in ministries that we are all supporting together. 

 

We heard presentations and/or saw videos presenting the works of Living Waters 

Ministries, our Synod’s program for offering education and training to raise up lay 

leaders, the programs of Samaritas, the Youth Table that supports exciting youth 

engagement activities, and many others.   

 

I would be remiss not to thank Dawn Carter and Rob Schepers who served as our 

voting members this year.  It was a joy to attend this conference with you.  I also 

want to mention that this church is also represented by Dan Carter, who continues 

to serve as the treasurer of our Synod, and Christine Mwanyika, who serves on Syn-

od Council (and still considers Faith Lutheran her home church even though she has 



had to move closer to Detroit for work reasons). 

 

Finally, as I mentioned at worship, our conference (Greater Grand Rapids Confer-

ence) was honored for its generosity in supporting the World Hunger program.  We 

will display the framed print we were given in recognition of this honor in an appro-

priate spot in our building. 

Bible Study 

We will resume in the Fall. Please watch your Bulletins and Banner for more details.  

 

Community Service Collection  

Last call for St. John's Home and Michigan Veterans:  Sunday, June 30 will be the final 

day to bring items for children at St. John's Home and Michigan Veterans Home. Hy-

giene items, small games, books, playing cards, postage stamps, etc. 18 items have 

been delivered to St. John's already, thank you for your support of this community 

service project.  

Women of Faith Meeting  

We will meet on Wednesday, June 5 at 2:00pm. We have several items to discuss. 

We will meet again Wednesday, August 21 at 12:00pm, to discuss the fall activities. 

 

Second Best & Baked Good Sale 

Thank you for everyone for the donations. Thank you to everyone who helped to 

setup and worked the sale. We made around $1,384.00 total. Everything is much  

appreciated!  



Don’t Be Afraid 

The Spirit Speaks – God is at Work 

Pay Attention 

 

By: Gene Lyons  

 

 

Thinking about recent events of violence I would like to start this month’s message 

with a poem from a Jewish poet ---- Shin Shalom. 

      

 Ishmael, my brother, hear my plea 

     It was the angel who tied thee to me 

      Time is running out, put hatred to sleep 

      Shoulder to shoulder, let’s gather our sheep   

 

My original thoughts when I chose the heading of this month’s message was what we 

can do together that we can’t—or are afraid to—do alone.  The message both indi-

vidually and collectively is found in the headings of this month’s article. Think what 

the spirit is saying to us.  So, to a large extent I want us and the church to listen to 

Christ’s message, the Spirit, and what it is telling us to do.  I believe it is telling us to 

speak out and stand up for what is right and what is good.   

 

I believe Stewardship and Missions is the core of what we are called to do. Our job is 

to try and make this a better world and when we see problems to address them. 



That is where I think that, while we may not be willing to act on our own, together 

we can support each other.  Be bold, don’t be afraid, listen to the spirit, God is at 

work. 

Justice, peace, love, kindness, understanding is for us all. 

We Care – We Share  

Do What You Can  

With What You Have  

Where You Are  

 

 Thought for the day:   You cannot become who you need to be by remaining who 

you are. 

If you want something you never had, you must be willing to do something you’ve 

never done. 

                                                 



Just for Fun Women's Club will meet on Saturday, June 22 at Russ’ Restaurants 

(3966 Plainfield Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49525) starting at 10:00 am. All the 

Women of Faith are welcome - young and old. For questions or if you need a ride 

please call Sheila Joshua at 616.365.2546 or Paula Nienhuis at 616.866.1981.  

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast 

Paula Nienhuis & Sheila Joshua   

FLC Brunch Group  

The FLC Brunch Group meets the last Monday of each month (June 24) at 11:00am at 

New Beginnings on Northland Drive. Please call Jean Blauwkamp with any questions 

or concerns at 616.240.3106.  

American Legion Quilts  

Recently Eric Nelson, American Legion, stopped in to pick up 6 beautiful quilts made 

by our quilters to be donated to Wilwin Lodge at Cygnet Cove. Wilwin, located in 

Custer, Michigan, (near Ludington) serves all veterans, from all wars, especially those 

who have PTSD, TBI, or are handicapped. Veterans and family, may stay a day, week-

end or week. It is the goal of American Legion to send a quilt home with each veteran. 

We have committed to six each year. Check the brochure on the bulletin board for all 

the information and pictures of the camp. 



42nd Annual Walk for Good Food  

Walkers this year were Jim Dood, Barbara and Jack Aalderink, Jane and Bill Waite, 

Mies Martin, Eugene Lyons, David Lyons, Nikki Phillips, Stacey, Alice, Cora and Rob 

Schepers and myself.  Total donations were $930.00!! It was a gorgeous day and so 

exciting to see such a turnout from everyone by being there for the Walk and the 

amount collected.  May God bless you abundantly for your gifts of time, energy and 

donations – we have touched many lives who are in need.  Thank you for taking the 

time to collect your pledges, taking part in the Walk on Sunday, May 5 and making 

the 2019 Walk For Good Food a success!! Take time to check out the 2019 poster 

in the Narthex. 

Dorothy Stoken, Walk For Good Food Coordinator 



Stony Lake Clean Up  
Thank you to Jack Fay, Jack Nienhuis, Aidan Martin, Bill & Jane Waite & Gene Lyons 

for their hard work on Saturday during the Stony Lake Clean Up. We appreciate 

your hard work carrying those many loads of leaves! Be sure to check out the bulle-

tin board near the kitchen to see the pictures of the hard working crew!  



Cupboard of Faith 

Brenda & Steve Dubay  

 

 

 

For the month of June we will focus on Jello and Pudding. As always we will gladly 

accept any non perishable food item with an expiration date of January 1, 2020 or 

later as well as monetary donations. Questions/comments? Contact Brenda Dubay 

at bsdubay22@gmail.com.  

Confirmation 2019  

mailto:bsdubay22@gmail.com.


Musical Notes 
Sharon TerBeek 

 

 

Summer Schedule June 2—September 15 

We begin our summer worship schedule on Sunday June 2.  The classic service begins 

at 8:30, and the casual service begins at 10:00.  

 

Holiday Weekend Worship 

Looking ahead…we will have one worship service, classic style, at 10 AM on the fol-

lowing holiday weekends: Sunday July 7, and Sunday September 1.  

 

Praise Band Mini-Concert 

The Praise Band will present a mini-concert on Sunday June 16.  There will be one 

service that day at 10 AM.   

 

Ice Cream Social & Praise Band Concert  

Please put Sunday August 18th on your calendars!  From 6-8 pm, our Praise Band will 

be in concert performing sacred and secular music for the NECM Fundraiser and Ice 

Cream Social.  Weather permitting, we will be outside on the patio.  In case of  

inclement weather, we will be in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Sunday Morning Jazz & Blues   

Throughout the summer, our very talented Praise Band will continue to perform  

various jazz & blues pieces before we begin our 10 AM Sunday worship.  Please come 

early and enjoy their music! Once the band begins playing, please find your seat and 

prepare for worship. 



Income April 2019 

Counters Report  

 

 
 Sub  

Totals 

Total April  Total YTD  

Offering  $14,473.00   

Electronic $2,384.34   

Total Offering  $16,857.34 $63,279.34 

Building Use $905.28   

Other—Misc. $120.00   

Total General  

Operating 

Income  

 $17,882.62 $67,589.63 

Memorials $0   

Cupboard of Faith $100.00   

Youth  $696.10   

Misc./Special  $0   

Total Designated  

Income  
 $796.10 $7,880.42 

Total Income April 

 2019 
 $18,678.72 $75,470.05 

 

Average Attendance 

in April 2019  
129.25   



 

April 2019 

Current Month  

J a n — A p r i l 

2019  

Year to Date   

J a n — A p r i l 

2019 

Budget   

P r i o r 

Year April 

2018 

Prior Year 

J a n -A p r i l 

2018 

Receipts  $19,604 $78,893 $78,080 $23,748 $74,250 

Expenses  ($23,050) ($91,133) ($142,242) ($22,581) ($91,543) 

Income (Loss) ($3,446) ($12,240) ($64,162) $1,167 ($17,293) 

Finances at a Glance  

Dan Carter  



Quilters Luncheon  

The quilters luncheon will take place on Wednesday, June 12 at 11:30am at Boulder 

Creek (5750 Brewer Ave NE, Belmont, MI).  

 

Snow Days & Quilters  
Unlike the public schools, because of sew many 'snow days' this past winter, our quilt-

ers are excited to make up the time this summer. Our schedule beginning Wednesday, 

June 26, we will meet 10:00 until noon. Bring a sack lunch, stay awhile and chat if you 

have time. We will meet the following dates: July 10 & 24 and August 7 & 21. Note the 

time change of meeting mornings rather than afternoons. 

 

 



Children & Youth  

 

Confirmation Sunday  

On May 19, we recently confirmed three new young people to our congregation, please 

congratulate them on their hard work over the last few years: Addison Amaya, Quinn 

Amaya and Elizabeth Kunnen.  

Graduation Sunday  

Please plan to join us on Sunday, June 2 at 10:00am as we recognize our graduates: 

Breana Blauwkamp, Thea Bultman and Corcoran Sypien  

 

Story Time Hour  

Faith Lutheran will be hosting a story hour for children ages 3- 8 on Wednesday morn-

ings from 10:00 until 11:00am beginning  June 19. The dates are June 19, June 26, July 3 & 

July 17. This story hour is designed for parents to get a “wee break” while their children 

are learning Bible stories and partaking in age appropriate activities. Nursery will be 

available for ages 0–2 years old. We are looking for nursery volunteers, if you are inter-

ested in volunteering, please contact the church office.  

 

Super Saturday 

Super Saturday is taking place Saturday, August 17 from 11:30am-2:00pm at St. Luke’s 

Lutheran Church (3215 4 Mile NE,  Grand Rapids, MI 49525). A fun event for the whole 

community! There will be all sorts of activities for all ages from the youngest to the old-

est. We are looking for volunteers to help with this event. If you are interested in  

helping, please contact Nikki in the church office at 616.361.2679 or at flcgr@att.net  



Sunday School & Children’s Church  

We will resume Sunday School & Children’s Church in the Fall. Enjoy your summer 

break, kids!  

 

Nursery  

Our nursery is fully staffed during the summer from 9:30-11:30am. Come check out 

the fun activities that our nursery staff has planned for your kids this summer!  

 

Day Camp  

In conjunction with Living Water Ministries, Faith is hosting a Day Camp on August 5-

9 from 9-12pm for ages 5-12. We are looking for youth and adult volunteers who 

would be willing to assist with the programming. We are having an informational 

meeting following the 10am worship service on June 23 in the library. Please plan to 

attend if you are interested in helping and would like to know more about the  

program.  

 

Kid’s Food Basket  

We have a service opportunity for our children and youth on Tuesday, June 25 from 

6-7:30pm at Kids Food Basket. Children must be 5 years or older to attend. If you 

are interested in attending, please sign up on the sheet on the Youth of Faith Bulletin 

Board downstairs or email Nikki at flcgr@att.net. Please note slots are limited to the 

first 10 volunteers.  

 

 



 

6/1 Aden Matthew  6/2 Jose Amaya  

6/2 Gerry Lignell 6/3 Jeanne Herold  

6/3 Karen Jansma  6/4 Dave Denyes  

6/5 Patricia Missad  6/6 Scott Bultman  

6/7 Winona Petersen  6/11 Thea Bultman 

6/11 Amanda Hastings  6/14 Stephen Collins  

6/14 Sydney Collins  6/14 Roger Erhart  

6/15 Denise Robertson 6/16 Jim Dood  

6/24 RuthAnne Woodhead  6/26 Tiffany Woodhead  

6/27 Dylan TerBeek  6/28 Amber Amaya 

6/28 Rick Lewis  6/28 Elyse Bacon 

6/30 Andrew Martin    

Ron & Carol Frasier  6/1/1963 

Kathy & Stuart Henderson 6/16/1973 

Kent & Bobbie Bollinger  6/25/1988 

Douglas & Anne Turnquist  6/25/1988 

Happy Anniversary! 

Happy Birthday!  



Our condolences to the family of:  
 

Prayer Chain Contact: Mary Lou Hicks at 616.957.0563 or flcgr@att.net   

 

 

Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

Irene Smestad Myrtle McLain Cecilia  

Jo Hall  Betty Wolters  Cheryl Streb 

Marcia Kozak  Elaine Laity Marie Morrison  

Steve Hall 

Son of Jo Hall 

Dennis Hovingh  

Son of Dorothy Hovingh  

Jim Bortak & Family  

Relatives of Jeanette Hall  

Junior  

Uncle of Jane & Bill Waite  

Jennifer Morris  

Friend of Linda Slager  

Tim Christianson  

Friend of Linda Slager  

Vince & Bob Vanderveen 

Sons of Dee Scales 

Karen and Forrest Welch 

Mother & Step-Father of Rick 

Lewis   

David Dietrich  

Husband of Gretchen  

Dietrich  
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