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Banner of Faith 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

6/4—Summer  

Worship Schedule Starts 8:30 & 

10:00am  

 

6/4—Missions Meeting—12:15pm  

 

6/5—Women of Faith Meeting—7pm  

 

6/5—6/6—Church Directory Photos  

2:00pm-8:30pm  

 

6/19—6/22—VBS at St. Luke’s  

Summer Worship Schedule  

8:30am: Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

10:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  
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May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

  

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant, 

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2017 Congregational Council  
**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following 

the 11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Jack Nienhuis  

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Ron Blauwkamp 

Stewardship, Kathy Henderson 

Discipleship, Open 

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Missions, Christine Mwanyika 

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives, Open 
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A Church on Fire 

“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!” 

        Jesus Christ, Luke 12.49 

 

 I remember being a young boy of about 10 or 11 years of age when, very early 

one morning my father came into my room and woke me.  He said quietly that I 

should get dressed without waking my younger brother.  I didn’t know what was 

happening, but I knew by the tone of his voice that this was something important, 

something serious. 

 It was still quite dark as we got in the car, and I was quiet in the car—sensing 

that this was too important of a moment to be filled with idle jabber.  We didn’t 

drive far, just down familiar streets, and I knew where we were because we had  

driven this route at least three times a week ever since I could remember.  We were 

heading to our church.   

 As we got closer to the church I could see cars parked along the side of the 

road, and then an orange glow up ahead.  My father parked the car, and we got out 

and walked up to a group of people who had gathered along the edge of the  

property.  The church was on fire—fully ablaze.  

 The fire department was there, smoke filled the air.  The people talking to my 

dad were whispering, but I heard snippets of what they said: “total loss...” “Pastor is 

brokenhearted,” “no idea yet what caused it...”  I don’t think they ever figured out 

what caused that fire, but I know that arson was one of the probable causes  

bantered about.  The next several years are kind of a blur in my memory.  I know we 

continued worshipping, but I don’t exactly recall where our congregation met.  I do 

remember going to church with my dad every Saturday morning to work cleaning up 

the mess and soon we were building the new sanctuary. 

 Kevin Sullivan 

Continued on page 4 
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 A church on fire; that’s what we should be.  Not at all in the manner of the 

church that I watched burn down that night so long ago, but a church that is alive 

with a passion for God, filled with thankful hearts for the ministry of Christ among 

us, ready to go out wherever we are called—wherever we might be of use—

spreading the love of God to all in need. 

 Sometimes I worry that the church of Christ in modern America is no longer a 

church on fire, but a church that has burnt out.  A church that has used all the  

energy of past generations that had once fueled its ministries and is now not much 

more than a pile of ashes cooling in the morning air.  A church that recalls past glo-

ries (“we were once the largest Lutheran congregation in Michigan,”  “At one time 

we had three services every Sunday and people would be standing in the Narthex 

because all the seats in the sanctuary were taken”) but has lost its heat, its spark, its 

purpose... its fire. 

 During the season of Pentecost—and especially during this coming summer—we 

will be focusing on rekindling the fire of the spirit in our individual hearts and souls, 

as well as in the life and ministries of this congregation.  We will walk near the spark, 

fan the flame, and—in and through the grace of God—burst into a living fire again.   

 I know that summer is coming, I know that many of you have wonderful and  

engaging opportunities for recreation and leisure ahead—and blessings to you as you 

take up these necessary times to be refreshed by these events and getaways—but I 

urge you not to just write off church for this summer.  Come when you can, come 

expectant and ready to be refreshed and inspired as you worship among us.  Come 

filled with longing for the fire that burns yet doesn’t consume.  Come join us as we 

offer ourselves to the spirit as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to the Lord, that 

we might be used by God to bring light, heat, purity, and passion to our community, 

only in and through his power and to his glory.  Amen. 

 

Continued from page 3 
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Stewardship Notes 
by Kathy Henderson 
 

Is your Stewardship showing? I’ve seen some evidence of your stewardship. In the 

previous Banners, I’ve written to shown you various types of stewardships, not just 

money! Now, its up to you to put one in place to work. We showed how it 

worked with Jack’s crew on Tuesday’, the Quilters & Knitters on Wednesdays. We 

never said what good stewards are the Sunday School teachers are, but they defi-

nitely are. Jeanette Hall is our church photographer and does good job getting all 

events she photographs. So it is not hard to do. Let the Spirit move you to offer to 

help someone. Try the kids old line—What would Jesus do?  

 

Whitecaps Baseball Game 

Spend an afternoon with family and friends at the ballpark. A 

date has beet set for our group outing to the game. It is  

Sunday, June 25th at 1:00pm. There is a sign-up sheet in the 

Narthex for anyone who is interested in joining the group at the game. Groups  

ticket pricing for 20 or more is $11.50. The deadline for signing up in June 4th. Any 

questions call Nancy Morrison at 616.361.7641 
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Cupboard of Faith  

Brenda Dubay  

For the month of June we will focus on desserts:  Jello, pudding, canned pie filling 

and anything else I haven't thought of!  As always we will accept any  

non-perishable food item but remember to check those expiration dates!  They 

need to be 2018 or later. Thank you to all those who helped with the NECM Sup-

per House. We couldn't do it without you!  
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Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast  

Just for Fun Women's Club will meet on Leo Coney’s—6080 28th Street Grand 

Rapids, MI 49546 on June 17th starting at 10:00 am. All the women of Faith are 

welcome - young and old. For questions or if you need a ride please call Christine 

Mwanyika at 616.361.9920 or Paula Nienhuis at 616.866.1981. 

Happy Birthday, Jessie!  

Jessie’s 104th Birthday!  
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Musical Notes 
Sharon TerBeek 

 

Summer Schedule June 4th – September 10th 

We begin our summer worship schedule on Sunday June 4th.  The classic service be-

gins at 8:30, and the casual service begins at 10:00. We have some different plans for 

summer worship in the planning stages.  Watch your weekly bulletins for further de-

tails! 

Ice Cream Social & Praise Band Concert 

Please put Sunday August 20th on your calendars!  From 6-8 pm, 

our Praise Band will be in concert performing sacred and secular 

music for the Back-to-School Bash fund raiser and Ice Cream So-

cial.  Weather permitting, we will be outside on the patio.  In case 

of inclement weather, we will be in the Fellowship Hall. This will 

be the 5th year of this event! 

Sunday Morning Jazz & Blues 

Throughout the summer, our very talented Praise Band will continue to perform 

various jazz & blues pieces before we begin our 10 AM Sunday worship.  Please 

come early and enjoy their music! Once the band begins playing, please find your 

seat and prepare for worship. 

Holiday Weekend Worship 

Looking ahead…we will have one worship service, classic style, at 10 AM on Sunday 

July 2nd, and Sunday September 3rd.  
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Church Directory—Update!  

It has been almost five years since we have updated our pictorial directory. We are 

exciting to be partnering with a local company this time. Universal Church Directo-

ries. Our directory will be updated every year at no cost to us. In a year, a lot can 

change with our church family. This will give us the opportunity to keep updated on 

the life changes within our church family.  

 

Universal will be here June 5th & 6th from 2:00pm-8:30pm. Please note that June 7th 

is the backup date for us, if we need it. If you know you will be gone during the time 

we are doing pictures and would like to be included in the directory, please submit a 

picture to the church office by June 5th.  

 

If you wish to sign-up online, please visit www.ucdir.com and click on the sunburst 

icon that says “Click Here to Schedule Your Photography Session”. You will enter 

mi983 (must be in all lowercase) in the Church Code field and enter “photos” in the 

Church Password field. We will begin in-person signs up from April 30th to May 

21st. Please note that online scheduling will be available Monday starting at 12pm  

until Saturday at 11pm, in order to prevent duplicate scheduling. If you schedule 

online and need to change your appointment, please contact the church office.  

 

If your family has more than 6 family members being photographed, please schedule 

two appointment times in order to keep the rest of the day on schedule. For  

instance if you appointment time is 5:00pm, please also book the 5:10pm slot.  

 

Each family will receive a free 8X10 photograph and a church directory. Additional 

photos/packages will be available for purchase. Cost of the photo packages are  

available in the office.  
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Community Vacation Bible School 2017—Saint 

Luke’s Church  

Join us on June 19th-22nd 6:00-8:30pm for this year’s VBS—Splash into God’s Word. 

Our traditional VBS program will be for Kindergarten through 5th grade. We also 

have a program  called VBX for 5th-8th grade students with a mission emphasis on 

the program. We will provide a family dinner at 5:15pm. Registrations forms can be 

found on www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org   

 

If you would be interested in helping during VBS…. we need you!  

Positions Available  

Shepherds—Lead kids from session to session  

Arts & Crafts—Help the kids make crafts 

Hall Monitor—Make sure the kids are not playing in the halls or  

restrooms  

Nurturer—This person gives one on one attention to children in 

need of extra care 

Registration—Check kids in each evening  

Kitchen Help—We get there early to heat & serve the meal and clean up  

afterwards  

 

 

Discipleship  
Deb Sypien  

Continued on page 11 
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VBS Family Dinners  

We are in charge of family dinners this year for VBS. Please visit our website: 

www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org & click on “VBS Family Dinner Sign Up” or you can 

sign up in the Narthex. Any questions, please contact Deb Sypien at 616.361.1723 or 

dsypien@att.net.  

 

If you signed up to bring in an item for VBS Family Dinner, please have it to the 

church by June 15th and place it in the box labeled “VBS”.   
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Continued on page 13 

Observing the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation  

A Year-long Series of Events Presented By 

Christ Lutheran Church, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Greater Grand Rapids Conference of the North West Lower  

Michigan Conference, ELCA  

 

 

 

 

 

TENTATIVE—July 16th, 2017, 3:00pm –The Tookula Youth Choir from Minden 

Germany will be returning to St. Luke's for the third time to present a varied concert 

of sacred and popular music, with an emphasis on music of the Reformation. Featur-

ing up to 60 young people from ages 12-19 under the accomplished direction of 

Thomas Wirtz, this exceptional choir performs with marvelous and unified artistic 

expression. Free admission. We will need housing for 60 kids & 5 adults.  

 

September 24th, 2017 – Oktoberfest- a German style festival with music, food 

and fun!  

 

October 2017 – Juried Christian Art Show (location TBA)  

 

October 13-15th, 2017: A full-length musical stage production based on the 17th 

century religious reformer Martin Luther, whose struggle to understand God divided 

the Church, a nation, and the movement he never wanted to create—directed by 
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Randall Burghart, featuring West Michigan actor Rodney TeSlaa and a large local cast. 

Venue TBA.  

 

October 29th, 3:00pm—Ecumenical Joint Remembrance—a worship event being 

planned by the NWLM Synod, ELCA and the Grand Rapids Catholic Diocese. St. An-

drew Cathedral Service will replicate the Lund Sweden service with the Pope.  

 

Host Families Needed  

 

The Tookula Youth Choir is coming to visit this summer. The choir has youth ranging 

from ages 12-19. We are looking for families to host the youth during their stay in 

minimum groups for two. They will be here July 15th-July 18th. We are looking for 

families to host them and for you to include them in your family routine—just make 

them feel welcome! The youth require beds ( cots & air mattress would be okay). 

Many families who have hosted in the past still stay in contact with the youth. This is a 

great way to build community across the world! If you’d like to host some youth this 

summer please contact the church office.  
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40th Annual Hunger Walk  

 Walkers this year were Beth, Mies, Andrew and Aidan Martin, Raeffele 

Tortora, Kathy Henderson and myself.  Total donations were $1,125.00 (an  

increase of $85.00 from last year).  It was a gorgeous day and so exciting to see 

such a turnout from everyone by being there for the Walk and the amount  

collected. May God bless you abundantly for your gifts of time, energy and  

donations – we have touched many lives who are in need.  Thank you for taking 

the time to collect your pledges and taking part in the Walk on Sunday, May 7.  If 

there are any pledge envelopes which have not been turned in, please turn them in to 

me or leave them with our Administrative Assistant Nikki Phillips at the Church office so 

I can see that they get turned in to Access of West Michigan.  Again, thank you for 

making the 2017 Access Hunger Walk a success!! Take time to check out the 

2017 poster in the Narthex. 

-Dorothy Stoken, Hunger Walk Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

Membership Classes 

Please contact the church office by phone 616.361.2679 or email flcgr@att.net if you are 

interested in exploring the possibility of becoming a member of 

Faith Lutheran Church. Membership classes will be established 

based on the number and needs of those interested in taking part 

in this process. They will be held after the casual worship service. 

There is also a sign up sheet out in the narthex as well. Those 

who join the classes will learn more about the ELCA Lutheran Church and  

opportunities for worship, education, fellowship and service through Faith Lutheran Church.  

Second Best—Thank you!  

The spring went very well! We made $1,601.90 on Friday and $186.65 (which is bag 

day) for a total of $1,787.55. Thank you to everyone who donated items, baked  

goodies, and helped with the sale, whatever you contributed to the sale it was very 

much appreciated! Thanks again and God Bless  
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Council Capsule      by Claudia Zimmerman – Secretary  

Notes from the Congregational Council meeting of Apr. 23, 2017, (Note- the Capsule is a con-

densed summary of Council business, and the minutes have not yet been approved):  

 

Outdoor Sign – plans are moving ahead for an electronic sign to be installed on 

the same base as the former one.  A final waiver from the city has been applied for 

and the Memorial Committee has agreed to help with the cost along with desig-

nated funds from the large gift. 

Constitution – Efforts are being made to review our Constitution and Bylaws 

and update them according to Synod recommendations.  Thanks to Mary Appelt 

for the hours spent to coordinate the effort. 

Lawn Maintenance – A proposal from Randy’s Lawn Care for mowing, snow 

removal, salting and fertilizing was approved with a small increase over last year. 

Pictorial Directory – Dates in June will be set for pictures, and there will be op-

portunities for written and online signups.    

Memorial Committee – Council approved the proposed purchase of two TVs 

and two DVD players for Sunday School use, which would also allow pictures to 

be shown in the Narthex. 

Green Team – Thank you Deb Sypien for volunteering to lead activities and pro-

jects for this program, and for giving youth a chance to participate in this positive 

direction.  

Facilities – The committee will be accepting bids to replace the Fellowship Hall 

roof.  The chimney needs repair but no costs had been projected yet.  Neighbors 

may need to meet to give input on the proposed construction in the Ball Field  

area. 

Congregational Life – An annual group price Whitecaps baseball game date was 
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set for Sunday afternoon, June 25th.  If we have a group of 20 the price will be re-

duced. 

Discipleship – Around 100 children and adults participated in the Palm Sunday 

weekend Egg Hunt on Saturday.  Some people thought the event was Sunday and 

stayed for Palm Sunday brunch, which was also well attended. 

Worship – There would be one service on Memorial Day and summer schedule 

would begin the following Sunday with 8:30 and 10:00 A.M. services. 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Kevin commented on the “Re-formed in Christ” mid-

week Lenten services, the Service of Lament, Confession, and Healing offered at St 

Luke’s on March 29th, and the seminar attended by Pastor, Nancy Morrison, Chris-

tine Mwanyika and Dorothy Stoken with Dr. James Childs on March 25th called 

“Why are Lutherans Political?”  He noted his appreciation of the time and care giv-

en in preparing for the Maundy Thursday Seder Service and meal.  He thanked Deb 

Sypien for spearheading the Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday weekend, and noted that Syn-

od Council members enjoyed their meeting and luncheon at Faith on April 8th.  Fi-

nally, he thanked Sharon TerBeek, the musicians and decorators that made for an 

inspirational Easter Sunday service. 

 

Next Council Meeting:  If needed… June 4, 2017, following 11 A.M. Casual 

Service. 

Always Faithful for Faith, 

Members of Congregational Council   
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6/1 Mark Brock 6/15 Roger Erhart 

6/2 Jose Amaya 6/15 Denise Robertson 

6/2 Geraldine Lignell 6/16 James Dood  

6/3 Jeanne Herold  6/18 Ron Smith  

6/3 Karen Jansma 6/24 RuthAnne Woodhead 

6/4 Dave Denyes 6/26 Tiffany Woodhead  

6/5 Patricia Missad  6/27 Dylan TerBeek  

6/6 Scott Bultman 6/28 Amber Amaya 

6/7 Winona Petersen  6/28 Elyse Bacon 

6/11 Thea Bultman 6/28 Rick Lewis 

6/11 Amanda Hastings  6/30 Andrew Martin  

6/14 Stephen Collins    

6/14 Sydney Collins   

Prayer Chain Contact: Church Office at 616.361.2679  
 

Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

Ron & Carol Fraiser  6/1 

Kathy & Stuart Henderson 6/16 

Kent & Bobbie Bollinger 6/25 

Douglas & Anne Turnquist 6/25 
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Shirley Kooistra  Vince Vanderveen—Son of Dee Scale  

Patti Thomas & Jessie (Daughter of 

Patti)  

Steve Hall—Son of Jo Hall  

Myrtle McLain Dorene Lepzinski 

Staci Puzio Betty Wolters  

Carl Smestad Hank Mull 

Irene Smestad  Bettie Rappleyea  

Becky Richard—Daughter in Law of 

John & Nancy Richard  

Jean & John—Children of Karen  

Suchodolski  

Our Church—Wanda Skutt  Melissa VanKlompenburg—Friend of the 

Schepers 

Blessing of the Bikes in Baldwin, MI  Michael Price—Friend of Linda Slager  

Junior Hatt—Uncle of Jane Waite  Inez Slay—Mother of Jean Chance  

Friends of Wanda Skutt  Walt Suchodolski—Husband of Karen  

Suchodolski  

Mary & Brain Antcliff—Children of 

Karen  

Suchodolski  

Mike Sucholdolski—Children of Karen  

Suchodolski  

Margaret Bennett  Dan Smithgall  

Sue Hammer   
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Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
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