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Banner of Faith 
 Upcoming Events 

 

3/3—Discipleship Meeting & Facilities Mtg 

 

3/6—Ash Wednesday Service  

 

3/10—Council Meeting  

 

3/13—Women of Faith Meeting  

 

3/13 & 3/20  —  Lenten Workshop  

 

3/21—Samaritas Fellowship  

 

3/22—Charge Event at Great Wolf Lodge  

 

3/27 — Lenten Workshop  

 

Worship Schedule  

 

8:30am—Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

11:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  

 
 

 



May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

  

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant & Youth Worker,  

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2019 Congregational Council  

**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following the 

11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Co-Chairs, Jack 

Nienhuis, Rick Lewis  

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Beth Martin 

Missions & Stewardship, Co-Chairs, Kevin 

& Gene Lyons  

Discipleship, Stacey Schepers  

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives Co-Chairs, Tommy 

Sypien & Aidan Martin  



“Reaching Out!” 

Just a note to say that Lent is on its way.  Ash Wednesday will be March 6 this year, 

and we plan to have our traditional service including the imposition of ashes for 

those who would like to take part in that service (7pm). 

 

For our Midweek Lenten Services this year we would like to try something a lit-

tle different.  A number of people have been working on finding ways that we—as a 

church—might be more effective in reaching out to others in our community to 

share our faith and invite people to join us at church.  In support of this idea we will 

be offering a series of Wednesday Workshops on the theme of “Reaching Out!”   

 

Each workshop will be held in the Fellowship Hall from 7:00 until 8pm.  Light  

refreshments will be provided.   

 

These workshops will explore how the church in America has gotten to this point , 

what Faith Lutheran has to offer our community, what value we find in embracing 

our faith in this community of believers, and how we can become more effective in  

sharing our faith in informal and non-confrontational ways with those God has put on 

our hearts.   

 

The basic assumption underlying this series is that the single most powerful way to 

attract more people to attend church is for people who already attend and believe in 

the value of their church to invite others that they know and care about to come to 

church with them.   It is our hope that this Workshop Series will help us become 

less anxious about being more invitational. 

 

 Kevin Sullivan 

Continued on page 3 



 
Week #1 (March 13) How did we get here?  A very brief history of the church in 

America with an emphasis on what has brought us to this moment (with low church 

attendance and apparently low interest in church). 

 

Week #2 (March 20)  Why we come (to FLC); and why might others want to 

come as well.  In which we explore what motivates us to gather for worship, ser-

vice, and fellowship at this church; the value that practicing our faith here adds to 

our lives; and ideas of how this particular church might support the lives of others. 

 

Week #3 (March 27)  Knowing our faith stories.  In this workshop we will ex-

plore the people, events, and circumstances in our lives that have led us to this point 

in our faith.  Each participant will have time to begin creating an outline or sketch of 

their faith journey that may help them be more prepared—by better understanding 

their faith—to share it with others as opportunities may arise. 

 

Week #4 (April 3)  Who do you love?  In which each member will consider peo-

ple in their lives that they may feel the urge to reach out to.  We will discuss some 

of the things that hold us back from sharing with and/or inviting others; and we will 

outline positive approaches to help others feel comfortable, loved, and welcome.  At 

this meeting members will be encouraged to develop a 20 second speech in which 

they explain why they go to FLC and invite someone to attend with them.   

 

Week #5 (April 10) In which we practice our speeches, tie up loose ends, and cel-

ebrate the completion of this workshop series. 

Each service will end with a very brief worship service including a reading, a few 

prayers, and a song or two. 

 



We’d love to see many of you attend this series and grow with us as we challenge 

ourselves to “Reach Out!” with the love of God for others. 

 

 



Lifetouch — April 9 & 10  

It has been two years since we have updated our pictorial directory. We are exciting 

to be partnering with Lifetouch this time. Our directory will be updated every year at 

no cost to us. In a year, a lot can change with our church family. This will give us the 

opportunity to keep updated on the life changes within our church family.  

 

Lifetouch will be here Tuesday, April 9 from 2:00-8:30pm & Wednesday, April 10 

from 12:00pm-7:00pm. Please note we need at least 15 families to sign up in order 

for Lifetouch to come out. In order to schedule please sign up online or sign up in the 

Narthex. Each family will receive a free 8X10 photograph and a church directory. Ad-

ditional photos/packages will be available for purchase. Your family & friends are invit-

ed to come have a free professional photography session as well. They will be re-

ceived a free 8X10 picture. If you bring in canned goods for Cupboard of Faith you 

will receive $5 off your photography session if you wish to purchase any photos! 

Brenda & Steve Dubay will give us a list closer to April for Cupboard of Faith most 

needed items! Please watch your Banner & Bulletin for details! If you are a senior, 

military or first responder you will receive 20% off your photography session! If you 

show up to your scheduled appointment, you will receive $10 off your photography 

session! Please help us complete our directory! And we need you! Please feel free to 

contact the office to schedule your appointment as well!  



Stewardship & Missions  
By Gene Lyons 

“Hope is what sustains us when we’re not ready to give up on God beaming light into 

our darkness” — NELSON MANDELA 

 

God is like a light planted in each and all of us. If illuminated it lights up the whole 

world, if not everything is dark, It suggest that everyone of us is woven into a mysteri-

ous fabric of the universe and into connection with each other, with all beings, and 

with God. 

 

So my thoughts, if light is in each one of us we need to find and turn on the light to 

overcome darkness.  As we find the light in our lives we may be able to help others 

find the light in their lives.  If each of us fines and turns on the light, the light will 

spread in bigger and bigger circles. The image of light and darkness is such a strong 

symbol and brings me to the question what can we do to be a light to ourselves, oth-

ers and the world? (Gods beaming light into our darkness). Light and hope come  

together to help us spread good from us to others. 

 

We Care We Share  

Let Your Light Shine  

 

“No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden or under a bowl, 

the light within you is not darkness”. — Luke 11:33 

Think what this means-----Are we a chosen people to spread the light? 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 

God that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 

wonderful light”.   1 Peter 2:9                



Pizza & Movie Nights  
Pizza & Movie Night at Faith starts at 6:00pm with pizza and the movie “rolls” 

around 6:30. We provide: pizza, pop, popcorn and chips. Stay tuned for more  

details!  

 

Friday, March 8—Final One  

Summer Camp  

Stony Lake offers camping opportunities for our kids from 3rd grade through high 

school (note: kids who are completing 12th grade are still allowed to attend camp if 

they so desire).  We are hoping to take kids to the Discoverers camp (for 3rd 

through 6th grade students), Confirmation Camp, Challengers (6-8th who aren’t cur-

rently in confirmation) , and Servants Hearts camp (for our high school students).  

In order to register your kids please go to www.elcalivingwater.com/summer2019 & 

and sign-your kids up for the appropriate camp  online during week 4 (July 7-12). If 

your kids went to camp last year, please use your sign in from last year. If you are 

new to the camping experience, you will need to create an account using the above 

link.  The church has offered to pay 80% of the early bird registration for Confirma-

tion Camp, 20% for Servant Hearts, Discovers and Challengers. I hope you will take  

advantage of this opportunity to provide a great week of fun, learning, fellowship, and 

faith for your kids.  



Just for Fun Women's Club will meet on Saturday, March 16 at New Beginnings 

Restaurant (5200 Northland Drive, Grand Rapids, MI 49525) starting at 10:00 am. All 

the Women of Faith are welcome - young and old. For questions or if you need a 

ride please call Sheila Joshua at 365.2546 or Paula Nienhuis at 866-1981.  

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast 

Paula Nienhuis & Sheila Joshua   

FLC Brunch Group  

The FLC Brunch Group meets the last Monday of each month (March 25) at 11:00am 

at New Beginnings on Northland Drive. Please call Jean Blauwkamp with any ques-

tions or concerns at 616.240.3106.  



Easter Flower Sale 

Easter lilies, daffodils and tulips are available for purchase for $8.  These flowers will 

decorate the church on Easter Sunday.   You may pick up your plant after the 11:00 

service on Easter, or left to be delivered to a homebound member.  All proceeds 

will go to the Confirmation & Summer Camp. Choice of plants will be on a first 

come, first served basis after the church service. Please complete the order form and 

place in the offering plate or leave at the church office with your payment. The 

deadline is April 8—to place your order. Forms turned in after April 8 cannot be 

guaranteed. Make checks payable to Faith Lutheran Church.  You may contact 

Dawn Carter at 818-1976 with any questions. 

 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

 

I would like to order ___ plants @ $8 each plant. 

I would like for my flower purchase/donation to be: 

 

In Honor  Of 

_________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of  

________________________________________________ 

 

 

Total Enclosed: $______________________ 

 

 

 



Estimate of Giving 2019 

Pledge Breakdown  

Amount 

Given 

 # of People Total Average/

Year 

Average/

Week 

0-9.99  4 $900.00 225 4.32 

10-19.99  5 $4,520.00 904 17.38 

20-29.99  10 $11,780.00 1178 22.65 

30-30.99  5 $8,280.00 1656 31.85 

40-40.99  4 $9,980.00 3326.67 63.97 

50.50.99  5 $13,800.00 2760 53.08 

60-60.99  3 $9,980.00 3326.67 63.97 

70-70.99  1 $3,900.00 3900 75 

80-80.99  0 0 0 0 

90-90.99  3 $14,420.00 4806.67 92.43 

100 +  5 $42,484.00 8496.80 163.40 



Chili Cook Off 2019  

Thank you to all those your par-

ticipated in the chili cook off this 

year! We have 10 chili cook 

cooks! Our winners were: 3rd 

place: Leslie Karsten, 2nd place, 

Randy Rouse & 1st place, Marisa 

Brizzolara! It was a great time of 

fun and fellowship!  





Musical Notes 
Sharon TerBeek 

 

Lent 

 Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6.  We will gather in worship at 7 PM in 

the Sanctuary.  Our service will include the traditional imposition of ashes for those 

who wish to participate.  Communion will be served.  



March is Quilting Month, please give our quilters a special Thank You for all their 

time assembling quilts for several community service agencies in Kent County. 

We have a new quilt hanging in the sanctuary that depicts the Books of the New 

Testament in quilt block form. Teresa Coenen, Stitchin' Tree Quilts, designed the 

Bible Block Quilt pattern. Every quilt block has a name, i.e., Log Cabin, Rail Fence, 

etc. Each of the blocks in the quilt are a different pattern that the author felt related 

to that book. The Road to Jerusalem block was used for the book of Acts, Roman 

Square is used for Romans.  

 

"Right Hand of Friendship" block is used for 2nd Corinthians. Ms. Coenen writes, "I 

chose Right Hand of Friendship to represent Corinthians because of Paul's deep love 

and friendship to the Church of Corinth." 

 

The quilt was pieced by Joan Mull, Deb Sypien did the lettering denoting the name of 

each book.  

 

This quilt is significant to Joan and Deb. Joan is a charter member, being in the first 

Confirmation class in the spring of 1953, Deb is the child of charter member Don 

(Phyllis) Fish. They also share the same birthday! 



Income January 2019 

Counters Report  

 

 
 Sub  

Totals 

Total Jan.  

2019  

Total YTD  

Offering  $12,257.00   

Electronic $1,745.00   

Total Offering  $14,002.00  

Building Use $825.00   

Other—Misc. $0   

Total General  

Operating 

Income  

 $14,827.00  

Memorials $0   

Cupboard of Faith $30.00   

Youth  $106.00   

Misc./Special  $225.00   

Total Designated  

Income  
 $361.00  

Total Income Dec 

 2018 
  $15,188.00 

Average Attendance 

in January 2019  
  92.50 



Sunday, March 10  



Council Capsule  

Claudia Zimmerman – Secretary  
Notes from the Congregational Council meeting of February 10, 2019. Note- the Cap-

sule is a condensed summary of Council business, and the minutes have not yet been 

approved)  

Strategic Goals – The March Council meeting would involve setting new strategic 

goals as members work with reorganization of the Bylaws/Constitution. The focus will 

be on growing membership and leadership, and developing Youth and young family 

programs.  Information would be collected as to “who does what” in leading and par-

ticipating in established activities. 

 

Volunteers – Tommy Sypien and Aidan Martin had volunteered to be Youth Repre-

sentatives on the Church Council.  Members were very pleased to welcome their in-

put.    

 

Worship – Two paid Nursery attendants were now working for two hours on Sun-

days and the Shammah Church would be contributing a portion of their salary.  It was 

decided that the child care service would be continued during the summer months.   

 

Facilities – An updated Memorandum of Understanding with the Shammah Powerful 

International Church was approved.   

 

Memorial Committee – Council approved the recommendations of the commit-

tee for two small expenditures, namely equipment to allow Pastor Kevin to see secu-

rity camera views from his office computer and a ‘Sanctuary’ sign at that entrance to 

identify it and avoid confusion. 

 

Congregational Care – Invitations to Easter Service would be sent to surrounding 

communities.    



 

Congregational Life – The Ice Cream Social/Band Concert event is already on the 

books for August 18. 

 

Discipleship – Fifty-five people attended the Luau, Children’s Ministry Small Group dec-

orated bags and placemats for Meals On Wheels at their monthly meeting, and the Jr./Sr. 

High Youth Group which meets 2nd and 4th Wednesdays would attend Kids Food Basket 

on Feb. 27.  A Parents Night Out dinner and activity night would be held on March 15; 

two Middle School students would attend the Middle School Charge Event at Great 

Wolf Lodge in March; a Russ’ dinner fundraiser was set for March 19 at 5 to 9 P.M.; the 

Easter Egg Hunt would be held on Saturday, April 13 at 1:00 P.M. and Palm Sunday 

Brunch on April 14.  Six kids plan to attend camp in July. 

 

Mission – The annual NECM auction fundraiser dinner would be held on May 30.  Faith 

had sponsored a table and donated for the meal in the past.  More information would be 

collected so that Council could vote on recommended donations in March. 

 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Kevin commented on holding four funerals in one month and 

thanked all that helped with preparations.  He reported successfully finishing his Synod 

Stewardship Training and hosting the February 8 Conference Pastor’s Meeting at Faith 

due to a last minute change.  He had many good things to say about the Midwinter Luau 

event with its First Annual Faith Golf Classic – fun for all!  He was pleased with the num-

ber of members at the Annual Congregational Meeting and with hearing pertinent ques-

tions, good discussion and input. 

(The meeting concluded in 1 hour and 3 minutes.) 

Next Council Meeting:   Sunday, March 10, 2019 following Casual Service.  

Always Faithful for Faith,  

Congregational Council  



 

 

 

 

 

Parents Night Out  

We are hosting a Parents Night Out for ages 6 months to 5th grade. We’d love to 

have your kids join us on Friday, March 15 from 4:30-7:30pm. We will serve a dinner, 

have crafts & other fun activities! In order to ensure we have enough volunteers, 

please RSVP to the church office by Friday, March 8 at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Small Group (Preschool—5th Grade)  

We will host coffee hour on Sunday, March 17. Please plan to join us at 10:30am in the 

kitchen. We will not meet the second & fourth Sundays due to Middle School Charge 

Event.  

 

Youth Group (6th –12th Grade)  

March 6 & March 20 from 6-7pm in Fellowship Hall. Please join us!  



 Children & Youth  

Annual Palm Sunday Brunch & Easter Egg Hunt 
Benefitting the Youth of Faith Lutheran Church 

 

Community Easter Egg Hunt ~ Saturday, April 13 at 1 PM  

Palm Sunday Brunch ~ Sunday, April 14 following the 11 AM Worship 

 

Due to the success of the Easter Egg Hunt over the last couple of years are asking for 

donations of small toys/candy or juice boxes and mini-sized chip/cracker 

packs.  Donations can be placed in the kitchen and marked EASTER EGG HUNT. 

 

We are also looking for volunteers willing to assist in any of the following ways: 

Helping to add candy or other small toys to eggs (the week prior to the event) 

Hiding the Eggs before the Event 

Greeting & directing community members as they arrive 

Clean-up Crew – collecting the empty egg shells to re-use  

 

Please contact the Faith Lutheran Church Office (616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net) if you 

can assist in ANY way.  

 

Hope to see you there! 



 

3/1 Deb Novak  3/7 Sally Simmons  

3/7 Matthew VanderBerg  3/9 Mary Appelt  

3/9 Phil Nance  3/14 Bill Kozak 

3/15 Jeff Waite  3/20 Don Missad  

3/20 Denis Mundere  3/22 Carol Frasier  

3/24 John R. Richard  3/25 Abbie VanderBerg  

3/27 Steve Dubay 3/30 Jo Hall 

3/31 Natalie Woodhead    

Sarah & Rohn Kunnen 3/2/1996 

Jack & Theresia Arnold  3/9/1963 

Jim & Sandi Dood  3/13/1971 

Steve & Brenda Dubay 3/19/1977 

Happy Anniversary! 

Happy Birthday!  



Our condolences to the family of: Boyd Slater , Richard Ricker (Brother in Law of 

Rick & Sandy Lewis) & Patricia McLean  
 

Prayer Chain Contact: Mary Lou Hicks at 616.957.0563 or flcgr@att.net   

 

 

Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

Irene Smestad Myrtle McLain Cecilia  

Jo Hall  Betty Wolters  Cheryl Streb 

Marcia Kozak  Elaine Laity Jennifer Crissman  

Niece of Donna Baker  

Vince & Bob Vanderveen 

Sons of Dee Scales 

Linda Richards  

Sister of Nancy Morrison  

Shirley Zaccara  

Sister of Dawn Carter  

Steve Hall 

Son of Jo Hall 

Pam Hansen  

Daughter in Law of  

Janis & Bob Hansen  

 

 

Gloria Towns  

Sister in Law of Steve &  

Claudia Zimmerman  
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