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Banner of Faith 
 Upcoming Events 

 

5/7—Hanging Plants Order Form Due  

 

5/17—Samaritas Fellowship  

 

5/19—Just for Fun Women’s  

Breakfast  

 

5/20—Confirmation Sunday  

 

5/27—Summer Worship Schedule  

Begins 8:30 & 10:00am  

 

6/3—Graduation Sunday  

 

6/3—Church Council Meeting  

Worship Schedule until May 20 

 

8:30am: Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

11:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  

 
Worship Schedule Starting May 27  

 

8:30am: Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

10:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  
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May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

  

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant, 

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2018 Congregational Council  

**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following the 

11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Co-Chairs, Jack Nienhuis, 

Rick Lewis  

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Beth Martin 

Stewardship, Kevin Lyons  

Discipleship, Stacey Schepers  

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Missions, Christine Mwanyika 

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives, Open 
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“And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds,  

not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,  

but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”   

Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

So I’m writing this little article on April 16, and it should be sunny and green outside 

with little spring sparkles of color popping up in the garden... but instead snow is 

blowing past my window and building up on my car in the parking lot.  Yesterday we 

cancelled our worship services due to ice and snow for only the second time in the 

seven and a half years I’ve been here, and I have to admit: that is weighing on me. 

  

Yesterday morning I edged my car out of my driveway at a quarter past six in the 

morning and crept along the untreated roads to the church.  It took about twice the 

usual amount of time to make the trek; and finally when I turned off Fuller and made 

that controlled slide into the church parking lot I found that it had not yet been 

cleared.  I came into the church and busied myself with the usual stuff—reading 

through the bulletins and practicing my sermon (yes... I actually do practice it!)—and 

then I went about preparing to unlock the doors when the phone rang and one of 

our members asked if we would be having services this morning since all the church-

es around us had cancelled theirs due to the dangerous roads. 

  

Part of me wanted to just say, “Well, of course we are.”  But a wiser voice told me 

to stop and think before talking, so I looked at the long list of other churches who 

were choosing to cancel services for the morning and I saw St. Andrew’s just down 

the street on the list and St. Luke’s just up the street and—if memory serves—260 

other churches and businesses in Kent County that had decided it would be better 

 Kevin Sullivan 

Continued on page 3 
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to be safe than sorry... so I reluctantly decided to cancel ours as well.  

  

I called Nikki, our faithful Administrative Assistant—who is not actually supposed to 

be on-call for such things on a Sunday morning—and asked her to take care of the 

TV and radio notifications and she agreed to do so without so much as a whimper.  

And then I sent out an all-church email to let people know we would be cancelled, 

and I called as many of the early worship regulars as I could to let them know before 

they got out on the roads. 

  

And I guess it all worked out just fine... but I have to say that I missed it.  I miss gath-

ering with you folks even for a Sunday.  And, even more than just missing seeing you 

as friends, I miss gathering with you to raise our songs and prayers and praises to 

God.  For me the week just doesn’t seem right without taking that moment to cen-

ter on God with others; to reflect together, to confess together, to be reminded of 

God’s love that is stronger than our sin and guilt; to share in the prayers for all peo-

ple and all of creation, and to recall that our purpose is to go out and share God’s 

love for all people in the manner that our Savior shared that same love with us. 

  

For me that’s just part of the natural rhythm of life.  Maybe gathering together on a 

Sunday morning is like inhaling the Spirit and the power; and going out at the end of 

the service to serve others is the exhaling... And you can’t go too long between the 

one and the other without suffering for it.   

  

The rhythms of life are important to us: the circulation of blood in our bodies, the 

night flowing into day, old age and new birth, coming and going, planting and reaping, 

winter and spring.   In many myths the winter is a time when the earth dies (or at 

least sleeps) only to rise again in the spring.  Perhaps it is not coincidental that we 
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celebrate Easter in the spring as new life seems to be surging in the earth and crea-

tion is full of the signs of resurrected life.   

  

All year round we worship the God who raised Jesus from the dead as a bold sign 

that death is not the final victor, and that the love of God conquers all things and 

gifts us with real life, vibrant life, eternal life.  But particularly during the season of 

Easter this is our primary focus.  He is alive, death has been defeated, and all people 

and all of creation are on “tip-toe” to see what happens next (see Phillips translation 

of Romans 8.19). 

  

I pray that the snow outside my window today will be winter’s last fling at us this 

season and that spring will unleash its joyful splendor soon.  And I pray that you will 

join us in the joy of corporate worship that fills us with power and hope... and pro-

vokes us “to love and good deeds” through our weekly life as children of our God 

and risen Lord.  Amen.  



6 

Banner of Faith 

2018 Walk for Good Food (formerly Hunger Walk) 

Dorothy Stoken, Walk Coordinator 

 

I am pleased to announce that Faith Lutheran Church will again be participating in the 

“Access Walk for Good Food”.  This is a fundraising Walk designed to support the  

development of work related to community food security and Good Food system  

principles.   

 

The goals of the Walk are to raise awareness of the positive efforts of local international 

food system organizations, to engage community members in supporting these efforts 

through walking and raising pledges, to create a space of collaborative energy and work 

among food system organizations thereby uniting local efforts within the food system for 

a common goal, and to fund all recipient agencies for proactive projects and operational 

costs that stimulate and sustain a vibrant local food system. 

 

The Walk takes place this year on Sunday, May 6, 2018, at Park Church in Downtown 

Grand Rapids.  Kick Off (music, face painting and more) and Registration begins at 1:30 

PM and the Walk begins at 2:30 PM.  It is a fun time of walking, meeting and sharing time 

with others.   

 

Please give some thought to either joining others in walking, signing up as a Route  

Corner Monitor, Check-In Personnel or Parking Assistant, or making a monetary pledge 

to one of our Walkers. I will be in the Narthex with the walker sign-up sheets and  

envelopes and answer any questions you have. 

 

Save the date and join the Walk! 
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Kid’s Food Basket 

On Wednesday, May 16 there is an opportunity to volunteer at the Kids Food  

Basket from 6 – 8pm.  You will have to be able to stand for two hours. We could 

be preparing sandwiches, putting eggs in baggies or any other task that they need 

us to do. There are only 7 slots available left.  If you would like to volunteer 

please let me know at your earliest convenience.  You can call/text me at 616-293

-5414 or email me at hslager7@sbcglobal.net.  

 

NE Supper House 

Brenda Dubay  

Our first Supper House will be Thursday May 3rd at St. Alphonsus Church on  

Carrier St NE. Start time is  4:45pm and will run to approximately 7:00pm. I need  

10-12 volunteers to help serve meals and clean up afterwards. If this sounds like 

something you’d like to do, we’d love to have you join us. Please contact me—

Brenda Dubay—in person, by phone (540.2144) or email (bsdubay@chartermi.net).  

 

 

mailto:hslager7@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bsdubay@chartermi.net
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The ministries of Communications, Music and Worship, and Facilities worked with 

Video-Tech-Tronics to improve our visual security around the church. Video-Tech-

Tronics is the security company that monitors after-hours activity for the building. A 

new camera was installed in the sanctuary, replacing the original camera that barely 

provided a picture to the nursery. New monitors were placed at the sound board and 

in the nursery which now provide a clear picture of the sanctuary for the nursery at-

tendants.  In addition, security cameras were installed at entrance doors and the hall-

way leading from Fellowship Hall to the office area. The cameras will provide live pic-

tures to the sound board monitor and the monitor located in the Administrative As-

sistant’s office. Additional security measures will be considered in the near future. 

Please let me know if you have any ideas to improve security and still provide our 

members and visitors with a welcoming atmosphere.    

Facilities Notes  

Jack Nienhuis  
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A Thank You 

Our Women’s Lounge (formerly referred to as the “Brides’ Room”) has been redec-

orated through the efforts of several of our members.  We want to offer our thanks 

to the men’s group who did much of the work which included scrubbing and polish-

ing the oak cabinets, removing the old carpets, and applying a fresh coat of paint to 

the walls and trim.  The Women of Faith paid for the new carpet, and Boyd and Nyla 

Slater donated a couch and two chairs.  The furniture is in excellent condition and 

has been placed in the Library and Women’s Lounge.   We appreciate their generos-

ity.  The lounge still needs a few finishing touches which will be done gradually by 

Deb Sypien.  We want to thank all involved in this process, including Aneeq and 

Samuel who helped with moving furniture. 

 

We would like to extend our gratitude to Seth Ruse at Village Bike & Fitness on 

Plainfield for their donation of two used bikes to Samuel’s family.  We appreciate the 

outpouring of their generosity to the local community. 
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Church Directory—Save the Date!  

Universal Church Directories is coming on Tuesday, July 10 from 2:00-8:00pm  

to update our pictorial church directory. If you wish to get your picture taken you  

will receive a new 8X10 picture for free. If you got your picture taken last year, you 

may still sign up and receive a new 8X10 picture. Sign-ups are available in the  

Narthex. Please watch your Bulletins for information regarding online sign-ups. If 

your family has more than 6 family members being photographed, please schedule 

two appointment times in order to keep the rest of the day on schedule. For in-

stance if you appointment time is 5:00pm, please also book the 5:10pm slot. Each 

family will receive a free 8X10 photograph and a church directory. Additional photos/

packages will be available for purchase. Cost of the photo packages are available in 

the office.  
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Income March 2018  

Counters Report  

 

 

  Total March 

2018  

Total YTD 

Jan-March 

Offering  $13,769.90   

Electronic $1,635.00   

Total Offering  $15,404.90  

Building Use $2,265.00   

Other—Misc. $0   

Total Other   $0  

Total General  

Operating 

Income  

 $17,669.90 $42,857.94 

Memorials $0   

Cupboard of Faith $80.00   

Youth  $697.54   

Misc./Special  $610.00   

Total Designated  

Income  
 $1,387.54  

Total Income Feb. 

2018 
 $19,057.44 $48,144.28 

Average  

Attendance—March 
104.75   

Average  

Attendance—Feb.  
81   
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Cupboard of Faith 

It’s time to begin collecting donations for our Christmas food baskets!!  We will be 

collecting canned meats (tuna, sloppy Joe etc.) and meat sauces (spaghetti, Alfredo 

etc) throughout the month of May. As always any donation is greatly appreciated. 

Also a reminder to check those expiration dates and please mark your donations 

“For Cupboard of Faith”. We will accept donations expiring January 2019 or later.  

 

 

 

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast  
Just for Fun Women's Club will meet on Saturday, May 19 at Bob Evans (3040 

Walker Ave NW, Grand Rapids MI 49544) starting at 10:00 am. All the Women of 

Faith are welcome  young and old. For questions or if you need a ride please call 

Christine Mwanyika at 616.361.9920 or Paula Nienhuis at 616.866.1981.   
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Council Capsule  

Claudia Zimmerman, Secretary  

Notes from the Congregational Council meeting of April 8, 2018, (Note- the Cap-

sule is a condensed summary of Council business, and the minutes have not yet 

been approved):   

 

Church Renewal – Materials recommended by Pastor David Sprang, Assistant to 

the Bishop and Director for Evangelical Mission of the NW Lower Michigan Synod-

ELCA, had been purchased, and Council would continue to consider ways to use 

suggestions offered. 

 

Constitution and Bylaw Revision – Discussion on recommended changes was 

postponed and would continue at meetings in May and June. 

 

Worship – Discussion of managing the Nursery in conjunction with the Shammah 

Church brought a plan to meet with representatives to discuss summer schedule 

changes and how timetables can be coordinated to assure coverage of times that 

the Nursery is in use.  Summer schedule (10:00 Casual Service) would begin on  

Memorial Day weekend. Church attendance on Easter Sunday totaled 185 people 

and contributions were noted as being ‘healthy’ on both Palm Sunday and Easter. 

Bell Choir has officially retired until September, and our thanks is extended to all of 

the music staff and volunteers that provide wonderful music to our services. 

 

Mission – Two of our members on the Synod board attended a meeting where it 

was noted that the North West Lower Michigan Synod is one of the top five in giv-

ing to the church-wide or National ELCA.   This year the Synod Assembly would be 

held on May 20-22.        

Continued on page 15 
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Congregational Life – April 28-29 will be the date of the spring Second Best Sale, 

and items would be collected in the Music room after Easter.  June 10 is the date for 

the annual church group ballgame at Fifth/Third Ballpark. 

 

Facilities – Continuation of contracts for lawn care, snow removal, mowing,  

fertilization and weed control were updated and approved.  The newly-installed  

monitoring system was finalized and the contract approved for another year.  The 

Facilities Action Plan for this year includes painting, dealing with drainage issues, land-

scaping, cleanup projects and replacing clouded windows.  

 

Stewardship – The annual NECM Fundraiser Dinner would be held on May 15th.  

Individuals may attend and the event is popular for including a large auction of many 

varied items. 

 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Kevin would hold his report until the next meeting as he 

was away on a well-earned vacation.  His input is always appreciated and well-

received.  Council members wished him an enjoyable and restful break in his very full 

schedule. 

  

Next Council Meetings:   June 3, 2018 in the Library, following Casual Service. 

 

Always Faithful for Faith, 

Members of Congregational Council   
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Stewardship  

Kevin & Gene Lyons  

Why do we put Stewardship and Missions Together? Because they fit like a glove on 

your hand. Both Mission and Stewardship are all about using our time, talents, and re-

sources to help those in need. I would like for us to think this month about what our 

purpose as a church is... and why; and how do we express it? 

 

Often we think of the Christian faith as a strictly mental and emotional experience in 

which we think the right thoughts about God and Jesus, and while-away our time con-

templating the great spiritual truths of the Bible.  But in the story of the sheep and goats 

(Matthew 25.31-46) Jesus described the way of the Kingdom as offering food and drink 

to the hungry and thirsty; welcoming the stranger; clothing the naked; caring for the 

sick; and visiting those in prison.   We are saved by grace alone, but the outflow of this 

“saving grace” is that we are freed into lives of action.   

 

Recently many of our members have been experiencing the active outpouring of our 

love as we have had the opportunity to welcome two new families to our country and 

our church. And perhaps the most often commented upon aspect of sharing our love in 

concrete ways has been that it has been “such a joy” to do so! 

 

This is the hidden truth of Mission and Stewardship: that our faith is something that we 

are to live out, and that it really is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20.35). 

Luke 6.38 tells us that in giving to others we can expect to receive “a good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together, running over,” and those who have experienced this 

will vouch for its truth...  Not as some would have it—when they take these verses to 

imply that they will be given an abundance of physical wealth in return for the physical 

wealth they offer—but we are recompensed in joy and smiles and deep warm relation-
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Whitecaps Baseball Game  
The group outing will be Sunday, June 10 at 2:00pm. There will be a sign-up sheet 

in the Narthex for anyone who is interested in going and sitting as a group. Invite 

family and friends to join us. The price per ticket for a group of 20 or more is 

$12.50 less than 20 is $13.50. Deadline to sign-up is May 13. Any questions call 

Nancy Morrison at 616.361.7641.  

ships and an abundance of inner peace. 

 

Perhaps this is what the church is about: banding together beneath Christ’s  

leadership to strengthen one another to live out this life of Mission and Stewardship 

for the sake of our neighbors and to the glory of God.  

 

“Jesus through His actions and His words challenges us to think of love as acts 

of service that meet people along the dusty roads of life, and offer them  

kindness and care.” 

Stewardship & Missions  

Do What You Can 

With What You Have 

Where You Are 
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A big “Congrats!” to our Confirmation Kids and High School Graduates!  

 

Please join us on May 20 as we celebrate the Confirmation of Tommy Sypien 

and Aidan Martin.  There will be a light reception hosted by the Women of Faith 

following the Worship Service to celebrate our new Confirmands! 

 

We would also like to recognize our 2018 High School Graduates - Shelby  

Amaya, Kendra Herold, Olivia Kunnen and Keegan Sullivan.  Come celebrate 

with our grads, their families, and friends on Sunday, June 3!  A light reception 

hosted by the Women of Faith will follow the service. 

 

Finally, a  BIG thanks from the Discipleship and Easter Egg Hunt Committee for 

all the contributions of candy, juice boxes, fishy crackers, and TIME spent filling 

eggs.  Thank you for all who showed up to help during the Egg Hunt and make it 

a special event for nearly 100 kids and parents from the surrounding Communi-

ty!  The "hunt" started promptly at 1 PM, and by 1:03 PM....it was over!  Another 

EGG-CELENT success!!! 

Children/Youth Discipleship News  
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Happy Birthday!  

 5/6 Curt Scholten 5/8 Loren Wolters 

5/9 Bill Waite  5/10 Amanda Woodworth 

5/11 Jeffrey Domagalski 5/11 Carrie Hambelton 

5/13 Mary Brush 5/15 Phyllis Fish 

5/18 McKenna Bacon 5/18 Erin Javed 

5/19 William Rose 5/21 Matthew Kropuenski 

5/23 Breana Blauwkamp 5/26 Beth Martin 

5/28 Marianne Lareva 5/28 Linda Vos  

5/29 Lana Lucas  5/30 Corinne Bossardet 

5/30 Irene Smestad  5/30 Emmett TerBeek  

Boyd & Nyla Slater 5/19/2001 

Peter & Denise Roeller  5/20/1983 

Loren & Betty Wolters 5/20/1955 

Herbert & Carol Novitsky  5/26/1961 
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Our condolences to the family of: Sandy & Rick Lewis (Sandy’s Father Al Carney) 
 

Prayer Chain Contact: Mary Lou Hicks at 616.957.0563 or flcgr@att.net   

 

 

Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

Carla Smith  Myrtle McLain Dorene Lepzinski 

Bettie Rappleyea Bert Lareva Deb Sypien & Family 

Irene Smestad Betty Wolters  Linda Schmoldt  

Cecilia  Stan Robertson  Ed Benzin 

Dan Smithgall Sue Hammer Judy VanDuinen 

Bruce  Bob Hansen  Inez Houghtalin  

Sister of Dorothy Stoken 

Vince Vanderveen 

Son of Dee Scales 

David Molenar 

Brother of Anna VerHeek 

Cara Price  

Friend of Linda Slager  

Steve Hall 

Son of Jo Hall 

Melissa Smith 

Mother of Mies Martin 

Eva Youngs  

Friend of Mary Lou Hicks  

Laura Burnsed  

Niece of Anna Verheek  

Pam Hansen  

Daughter in Law of Janis & 

Bob Hansen  

Tom Hosford 

Friend of John & Nancy 

Richard  

Mike Pearson  

Brother in Law of Wendy 

Domagalski  

Becky Richard 

Daughter in Law of John & 

Nancy Richard 
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Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
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