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Banner of Faith 
Upcoming Events 

 

5/3 & 5/4—Second Best Sale  

 

5/5—Walk for Good Food  

 

5/16—Samaritas Fellowship  

 

5/18—Just for Fun Women’s Club  

 

5/19—Confirmation Sunday  

 

5/23—Supper House  

 

5/26—One Service Only @ 10am 

 

5/30—NECM Fundraiser Dinner   

 

Worship Schedule  

 

8:30am—Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

11:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  

 

May 26th One Service Only 

@ 10:00am  

 

Starting June 2nd  

8:30am—Classic Worship 

 

10:00am—Casual Worship  
 

 



May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

  

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant & Youth Worker,  

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2019 Congregational Council  

**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following the 

11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Co-Chairs, Jack 

Nienhuis, Rick Lewis  

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Beth Martin 

Missions & Stewardship, Co-Chairs, Kevin 

& Gene Lyons  

Discipleship, Stacey Schepers  

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives Co-Chairs, Tommy 

Sypien & Aidan Martin  



In the Hopes that our Lenten Preparation may Blossom in the  

Easter Season 

In the early days of the church the pattern arose that a season was set aside each 

year in which penitents who wished to become a part of the church would undergo a 

period of training in which they prepared—through introspection, confession, and 

repentance, along with education on the nature of the Christian’s responsibilities to-

ward God and our neighbors—for their baptismal rebirth as new creatures in God’s 

Kingdom.  That season was called Lent, and the baptism was traditionally done on 

Easter Sunday.  We are reminded of the preparatory nature of Lent each Sunday 

during Lent as we hear the words “You call your people to cleanse their hearts and 

prepare with joy for the paschal feast that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may 

come to the fullness of your grace.” 

 

This year, during the season of Lent, a small group faithfully met to explore how 

we—as individuals and a congregation—might prepare ourselves to share the feast of 

the resurrection with our broader community as we reflected on the causes for the 

decline of participation and membership in Christian churches in America at this 

time; confessed our reluctance to  share our faith and our invitations to join us in 

worship and ministry; and prepared to take on this Christian responsibility to better 

understand and share our faith with confidence and sensitivity in order that others 

might join us in the celebration of God’s gift of renewed life. 

 

Those who participated in this series shared in a brief service of confession and for-

giveness each evening with prayers, readings, and songs, and then we took on topics 

that often challenged us with facts that we may not have always liked to face regard-

ing the trajectory of the church... and our collusion in this trajectory through some 
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of our assumptions and preferences about how we live this life as Christians in this 

community.  In particular, we noted our preference to demonstrate our faith 

through our actions rather than using our words.  And while St. Francis of Assisi 

may have once said, “Share the Gospel at all times: Use words if necessary,” we not-

ed that our words sometimes are necessary and that we—as Christians—are called 

to use them in a sensitive and graceful manner in order to spread the good news 

with those who have not yet heard but may well be eager to grasp onto faith if it 

were presented to them. 

 

In our preparation we noted an invitational model in which we 1) love the other first 

and unconditionally, 2) attend to the other respectfully, and—if we hear them ex-

press needs that faith and/or participation in church might fill, rectify, or heal—we 

can 3) extend a simple and sincere invitation that specifically invites them to join us 

at church.  Our preparation noted that we never invite others in order to fulfill our 

needs (to fill our pews or balance our budgets) but only in order to offer them real 

hope that their lives would be enhanced by the peace, hope, and joy we find in our 

faith in the gracious God revealed in Christ Jesus.   

 

In order to do this we need to be very aware of the benefits we have found in our 

own faith in God and participation with our church.  Participants in this series of 

workshops brainstormed ideas of the benefits we’ve found in our faith, and the ways 

participating in Faith Lutheran Church has enhanced our lives.  Participants also re-

ceived tools and ideas on how we might remind ourselves of these benefits as we 

explore our faith journey story.  We then looked at ideas on how we, as followers 

of Christ, might follow him in mission as we learn to recognize the needs of the oth-

er, share how our faith or participation in church may have impacted us when we 

had similar needs, and invite them to join us in the hopes that they too might experi-



ence God’s healing and hope through the ministries of this  congregation. 

I was very thankful for those who attended and participated in these Lenten work-

shops and I am keen to take our Lenten preparation into the season of Easter and 

rebirth as we continue to share the fullness of God’s grace with our families, our 

neighbors, and our world... always and only through God’s power and to God’s glory.  

Amen 



Us & Them  

Mission and Stewardship Committee; by Gene Lyons 
 

Where is society headed?  Where are we headed? 

 

This month I’d like to talk about our world, human existence, and our part in it.  

Bill Gates once said something like this: “We don’t have enough conversations with 

each other where we use facts, science, experience, etc. to solve our problems; 

whatever we talk about seems to be more about US and THEM than WE.”   

We is where we can come to common ground and find agreement to solve our many 

problems.  The list is long where we need to try to understand each other and learn 

that we are all in this together. 

 

Someone (I think it may have been my Mother) once told me you learn more by lis-

tening than talking. We need to listen to each other more and try to find understand-

ing, solve problems, and build relationships. 

 

I’d like to partially quote an article in the Monitor regarding the shooting in New 

Zeeland: “If the same divine light exists, in everyone equally.  If we share that same 

light how can we say that anyone is better than anyone else.” You may recall in one 

of my previous articles I talked about how if the light is in all of us we may need to 

find the way to turn on that light. 

 

It seems to me that many of the problems created by and between humans can be 

diminished or solved by trying harder to understand each other and find common 

ground rather than just trying to prove the “other” wrong. This is where thinking in 

terms of “WE” can be so much more productive than thinking in terms of “them and 

us.” 



 

To me everything we do either as the church—individually and collectively—is to try 

to model the teachings of Jesus. That means our job is seeing needs and doing what 

we can to help bring peace, justice, love, etc. to those needs. Stewardship is more 

than money, it is what we and the church are doing to bring harmony, peace, and jus-

tice to the human existence.  Being a church in mission is about us learning to put 

away the idea of “them” and recognize that—in Christ—we are all “we.” 

We need to do this together: love one another.   

We Care — We Share  

Do What You Can    With What You Have   Where You Are  

 



North End Community Ministry Fundraiser Dinner  

Kevin Lyons  

Thursday May 30th at  the Wege Ballroom at Aquinas College the North End Com-

munity Ministry Fundraiser/Dinner will be held.  This is a dinner with a silent and live 

auction. If anyone is interested or has any questions, please see Kevin Lyons or call 

me at 616-363-0912 or email me at kevinlyons62@gmail.com. This is a great oppor-

tunity for fellowship and to learn a little about all the wonderful services NECM pro-

vides people on the Northeast side of Grand Rapids.      

Women Golfers  

Anyone interested in playing golf on Tuesday mornings? Starting May 7, at Gracewill 

Country Club (2597 4 Mile Rd NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49544), a new year of league 

will begin. It is a very relaxed and fun league. Please contact Nancy Morrison at 

616.361.7641 for more information.  

mailto:kevinlyons62@gmail.com


Just for Fun Women's Club will meet on Saturday, May 18 at Manna Café (820 Forest 

Hills SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546) starting at 10:00 am. All the Women of Faith are 

welcome - young and old. For questions or if you need a ride please call Sheila Joshua 

at 365.2546 or Paula Nienhuis at 866-1981.  

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast 

Paula Nienhuis & Sheila Joshua   

FLC Brunch Group  

The FLC Brunch Group meets the last Monday of each month (June 24) at 11:00am at 

New Beginnings on Northland Drive. Please call Jean Blauwkamp with any questions 

or concerns at 616.240.3106.  



Facility Notes  

Jack Nienhuis  
The Council approved a proposal submitted by Mid West Roofing to replace the 

shingles on the sanctuary building. The cost for this project will be $77,945 and will 

be paid from funds received from sale of the ball field property. Contributing to this 

cost is the fact that the existing shingles contain asbestos and will have to be removed 

under strict environmental standards. Work should commence this spring with the 

new shingles matching the ones on Fellowship Hall.  

Supper House  

Brenda Dubay 
We will again be sponsoring a NECM Supper House. The date is Thursday, May 23rd 

from 4:45 to approximately 7:00 pm. I need 10 volunteers to help with serving the 

meal and clean-up afterwards. If this is something you would like to do contact me 

(Brenda Dubay) at bsdubay22@gmail.com (note the new email address) or see me 

after church. Thanks.  

mailto:bsdubay22@gmail.com


Youth of Faith Plant Sale 2019  
Orders and payment MUST be made prior to Tuesday, April 30 at 9:00am.  Pick 

up is Sunday, May 12 after 11:00am worship service.  Please make checks payable 

to: Faith Lutheran Church. If you wish to pay online, please designated funds 

to Hanging Flowers.  Please turn your form into the church office or place in the of-

fering plate. The proceeds from the fundraiser with go toward youth summer camp.  

Any questions contact Dawn Carter at 616.818.1976 (work) or email 

dawn@dancarteradvisors.com  

 

10’’ Impatien Hanging Basket     $ 9_____________ 

__ Red __ Pink       

 

10’’ Cutting Geranium Hanging Basket   $16______________  

__Red __ Pink    

 
10’’ Mixed Patio Pot        $16_____________ 

 

10’’ Mixed Specialty Mixed Hanging Basket  $16_____________ 

10” Boston Fern Hanging Basket    $16 _____________ 

 

Name: _________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _________________Total: $_____________  

 

___ I am planning to pay online at www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org  

 

mailto:dawn@dancarteradvisors.com


Cupboard of Faith 

Brenda & Steve Dubay  

 

 

 

The month of May we will focus on all canned goods having an expiration date of  

January 1st, 2020 or later. As always we will joyfully accept donations of any non-

perishable food items as well as monetary donations. Questions???  

Suggestions!!!  Contact Steve or Brenda Dubay bsdubay22@gmail.com or see us at 

church.  

Second Best & Baked Good Sale 

Donations are needed. All donations should be in good conditions. If it is broken or 

unusable throw it out. Clothes should be clean. No TV’s or knives please, also no 

mattresses or baby furniture. Donations can be delivered to the Fellowship Hall be-

tween April 29 to May 2. If you wish to deliver your items earlier, Classroom 5 is 

available. Bakers are needed. Baked goods such as breads, cookies, pies, candies, etc.  

Please deliver you baked good on Thursday, May 2 or early Friday, May 3. Volunteers 

are needed to help set up and work the sale, also to help clean up after the sale. We 

work from 9:00-12:00pm, Monday – Thursday to get things set up, then the sale is 

Friday & Saturday. On Saturday afternoon whatever is left will have to be boxed up 

or bagged and made ready for pick up on Monday. Any questions, please call Nancy 

Morrison at 616.361.7641  

mailto:bsdubay22@gmail.com


Musical Notes 
Sharon TerBeek 

 

 
 

Summer Schedule June 2– September 15  

We begin our summer worship schedule on Sunday June 2.  The classic service begins 

at 8:30, and the casual service begins at 10:00.  

 

Holiday Weekend Worship  

Looking ahead…we will have one worship service, classic style, at 10 AM on Sunday 

May 26, Sunday July 7, and Sunday September 1.  

 

Ice Cream Social & Band Concert  

Please put Sunday August 18th on your calendars!  From 6-8 pm, our Praise Band will 

be in concert performing sacred and secular music for the Back-to-School Bash fund 

raiser and Ice Cream Social.  Weather permitting, we will be outside on the patio.  In 

case of inclement weather, we will be in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Sunday Morning Jazz & Blues  

Throughout the summer, our very talented Praise Band will continue to perform vari-

ous jazz & blues pieces before we begin our 10 AM Sunday worship.  Please come 

early and enjoy their music! Once the band begins playing, please find your seat and 

prepare for worship  



Income March 2019 

Counters Report  

 

 
 Sub  

Totals 

Total March   Total YTD  

Offering  $16,271.01   

Electronic $2,615.00   

Total Offering  $18,886.01 $46,422.01 

Building Use $890.00  $2,845.00 

Other—Misc. $260.00  $440.00 

Total General  

Operating 

Income  

 $20,036.01 $49,707.01 

Memorials $100.00  $3,500.00 

Cupboard of Faith $0  $100.00 

Youth  $508.32  $800.32 

Misc./Special  $2,160.00  $524.00 

Total Designated  

Income  
 $3,067.32 $7,084.32 

Total Income March 

 2019 
 $23,103.33 $56,791.33 

Average Attendance 

in March 2019  
95   



 

March 2019 

Current Month  

J an—March 

2019  

Year to Date   

J an—March 

2019 

Budget   

P r i o r 

Y e a r 

M a r c h 

2018 

Prior Year 

Jan-March 

2018 

Receipts  $23,748  $59,562 $58,565 $20,519 $51,466 

Expenses  ($22,581) ($68,392) ($106,675) ($27,128) ($70,758) 

Income (Loss) $1,167 ($8,830) ($48,110) ($6,609) ($19,292) 

Finances at a Glance  

Dan Carter  



Dear Friends, 

Thanks to those of you who are using the new electronic payment app for making 

donations to Faith Lutheran Church’s ministries.  As we go along we’ll be learning 

more about how to make this as efficient as possible for both you and the church.   

 

One thing that’s already come up is that there is an option for people to help defray 

the costs of using this electronic system and a number of people have graciously been 

using that option.  However, if you check that box the system calculates an additional 

percentage to be added to your gift.  Unfortunately this percentage is often an odd 

amount (26 cents or $1.89 or some such figure).   

 

This has made the job of those responsible for counting our weekly offering much 

more complicated and they have asked if people that are interested in defraying the 

costs of this system would simply raise their gift to the nearest dollar (for instance)  

rather than using the button that tags on the automatic calculation on to their gift.   

 

We appreciate both the generosity of those who want to help in this way, and also 

your patience as we learn to do this in the best way possible. 

 

Many thanks to you all! 



Community Service Collection  
During the months of April & May, Women of Faith will be collecting items to be dis-

tributed to our local Veterans Home and DA Blodgett/St. John’s Home for children in 

foster care. 

 

Veterans: body wash (men’s & women’s), body spray (men’s), candy bars, small bags 

of snacks (chips, etc.), shaving creams, 3-blade razors, playing cards (large print), puz-

zles, K-cups (tea, hot chocolate, cider) 

 

** Please note the Veterans Home will not accept any other donations as 

these donations are for the Bingo event **  

 

DA Blodgett: hygiene products (shampoo, body wash, toothpaste, etc.), arts & crafts 

kits, beading kits, stress balls, fidget spinners 

 

All products must be new and unopened. Everything will be  

distributed in June. 



Palm Sunday Brunch 2019  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credit: Rachelle Scholten  





Whitecaps Baseball Game  
The outing is planned for Sunday, June 16 at 2:00pm. There will be a sign up sheet in 

the Narthex for anyone who is interested in attending. Please invite your family and 

friends to join us! The per ticket is $14.50 unless we have 20 or more sign up then 

the price is $13.50. The deadline to sign up is May 16. Any questions, please call  

Nancy Morrison at 616.361.7641 

The Grand Rapids Home for Veterans will no longer accept any donations!  They are 

under construction and have no place to store things.  Please do not leave any  

donations at the church for the Veterans Home.  The construction should last two 

years. 

 

Thank you!  

Veteran’s Home  



2019 Walk for Good Food (formerly Hunger Walk) 

Dorothy Stoken, Walk Coordinator 

 

I am pleased to announce that Faith Lutheran Church will again be participating in the 

“Access Walk for Good Food”.  This is a fundraising Walk designed to support the 

development of work related to community food security and Good Food system 

principles.   

 

The goals of the Walk are to fund non-profit organizations that address issues of food 

access and poverty. 

 

The Annual 5K Walk takes place this year on Sunday, May 5, 2019, at Park Church  

(10 East Park Place, NE) in Downtown Grand Rapids.  Registration begins at 1:30 PM.  

Opening Ceremonies and Kick-Off (music, face painting and more) begins at 2:15 PM.   

 

It is a fun time of walking, meeting and sharing time with others.   

Please give some thought to either joining others in walking or making a monetary 

pledge to one of our Walkers. 

 

Look for future announcements in the weekly Bulletins.   Sign-up Sunday will be April 

7.  I will be in the Narthex with the walker sign-up sheets and envelopes and answer 

any questions you have. Save the date and join the Walk! 



Quilters & Knitters  

Joan Mull  
 

NO Quilting Wednesday, May 1, all other Wednesdays will be NORMAL for the 

month of May.  

 

Our Quilters will be working a flexible schedule during the summer months. 

 

June 5 – 12:00- 2:00pm – Quilters will meet & following will be a Women of Faith 

meeting.  

 

June 5 – Women of Faith Meeting at 2:00pm. This meeting is open to all women of 

church. We will meet in Fellowship Hall.  

 

June 12 – Our quilters will have our annual summer luncheon at 11:30am at Boulder 

Creek (5750 Brewer Ave NE, Belmont, MI 49306).   

 

Beginning June 26, we will work the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays each month from 10:00 - 

Noon. Bring a lunch and stay awhile!  



Council Capsule  

Claudia Zimmerman – Secretary  
Notes from the Congregational Council meeting of April 7 2019. Note- the Capsule is a 

condensed summary of Council business, and the minutes have not yet been ap-

proved)  

 

Bylaws and Constitution – Work is ongoing to collect and consolidate information 

which is falling into four main areas:  worship, education, congregational activities and 

charity outreach. 

 

Resource Management – New options to allow members to pay their offerings 

were up and running.  Council reviewed and approved raises for staff members, and 

decided to reward the custodian with a little more than recommended for his work 

beyond what is required.  

 

Facilities – Contracts were approved for Elite Lawn Fertilizing and Weed Control, 

Randy’s Lawn Care for mowing and snow removal, and West Michigan Tree Service 

for removal of a damaged tree, stump grinding and fallen branch cleanup. 

 

Congregational Life – The Second Best Sale is scheduled for May 3-4 and room 5 

is available for storing items to sell.  A group visit to see a game at 5th/3rd Ball Park is 

scheduled for Sunday, June 16th (Father’s Day).  The Ice Cream Social/Band Concert 

will be held on August 18th.   

 

Discipleship – Confirmation for five students would be held on May 19, Graduate 

Recognition Sunday would be June 2, Story Hours with St. Luke’s would be held on 

Wednesday mornings beginning on June 19, and three students would be attending 

camp at Stony Lake this summer. 

 



Mission – The annual NECM auction fundraiser dinner would be held on May 30.  Res-

ervations for the event were to be finalized. 

 

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Kevin commented on Midweek Lenten Services which fo-

cused on helping members to be invitational.  He outlined the REVIVE program offered 

by the NWLM Synod noting that it would involve the pastor and three lay people to 

meet for several one day sessions and a few overnight workshops over a two year peri-

od at a cost of $400.00.  Council asked if there could be a presentation from the Synod 

as the congregation must vote as well.  There had been some ideas presented for updat-

ing Fellowship Hall that were to be considered which would allow for more types of ac-

tivity for youth and family meetings.  

 

Strategic Goals - Council worked together to finalize some new goals to direct future 

work.    Increased Jr. and Sr. Youth Group participation was one of the primary goals.  

The Synod’s REVIVE program would be explored by way of inviting new participation and 

involving our community.  Invitations to participate in our activities and in special wor-

ship services, along with renovating and updating the Narthex and Fellowship Hall would 

be explored. 

 

Next Council Meeting:   Sunday, May 19, 2019 following Casual Service.  

Always Faithful for Faith,  

Congregational Council    



Children & Youth  

 

Confirmation Sunday  

Our youth have made the decision to confirm their faith through Confirmation. During 

the ceremony, the confirmands  will remember their baptism, profess their faith and 

become members of Faith Lutheran Church. Confirmation Sunday will take place on 

May 19 at 11:00am.  
 

Graduation Sunday  

Spring is in the air and graduation is around the corner! Please join us for Graduation 

Sunday, on June 2. In order to help Faith prepare for this special Sunday, we are asking 

anyone who is graduating to fill out the form on the website by Thursday, May 23. The 

form can be found under the “Worship” tab & “Children & Youth”. If you would like 

your picture included in the Graduation Brochure, please email it to flcgr@att.net  

Graduation Sunday is for ALL our High School & College Graduates!  

 

Children’s Small Group (3 years-5th Grade) & Jr/Sr High Youth Group 

Please watch your bulletins and emails for more details on a finalized date.  

 

Sr. High Sunday School  

We are launching a new series on prayer starting on Sunday, April 28 at 9:45am in the 

library. This series will help students understand what prayer means, how it impacts 

their faith and their lives, and what it truly means to them. Throughout the four-

session unit, students dive deep into the topic of prayer and uncover key beliefs about 

prayer.  



 

5/6 Curt Scholten 5/8 Susan VanderHooning  

5/8 Loren Wolters  5/9 Bill Waite  

5/10 Amanda Woodworth 5/11 Jeff Domagalski 

5/13 Mary Brush 5/15 Phyllis Fish 

5/18 McKenna Bacon 5/18 Erin Javed 

5/19 Bill Rose  5/20 Matthew Baisch 

5/23 Breana Blauwkamp 5/26 Beth Martin 

5/28 Marianne Lareva 5/28 Linda Vos  

5/29 Lana Lucas  5/30 Irene Smestad  

5/30 Emmett TerBeek    

Peter & Denise Roeller  5/20/1983 

Loren & Betty Wolters  5/20/1955 

Herbert & Carol Novitsky  5/26/1961  

Happy Anniversary! 

Happy Birthday!  



Our condolences to the family of: Pam Hansen  
 

Prayer Chain Contact: Mary Lou Hicks at 616.957.0563 or flcgr@att.net   

 

 

Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

Irene Smestad Myrtle McLain Cecilia  

Jo Hall  Betty Wolters  Cheryl Streb 

Marcia Kozak  Elaine Laity Reed Family  

Ryan LaHale  Vince & Bob Vanderveen 

Sons of Dee Scales 

Joe Bushman 

Cousin of Cheryl Streb  

Steve Hall 

Son of Jo Hall 

Andrew & Kelly Paniwozik 

Brother of Matt Paniwozik  

Dennis Hovingh  

Son of Dorothy Hovingh  

Gloria Towns  

Sister in Law of Steve &  

Claudia Zimmerman  
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