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Upcoming Events 

 

11/3—Daylight Saving Time Ends!  

 

11/3—All Saints’ Sunday 

 

11/10—Extended Advent Begins 

 

11/20—Women of Faith Meeting  

 

11/21—Samaritas Fellowship  

 

11/25—FLC Brunch Club  

 

11/27—NO Bible Study or Quilting  

 

 

Worship Schedule  

 

8:30am—Classic Worship with 

Organ  

 

11:00am—Casual Worship with 

Praise Band  

 



May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant,   

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2019 Congregational Council  

**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following the 

11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Jack Nienhuis 

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Beth Martin 

Missions & Stewardship, Co-Chairs, Kevin 

& Gene Lyons  

Discipleship, Stacey Schepers  

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives Co-Chairs, Tommy 

Sypien & Aidan Martin  

 



Extending Advent 

 

This year—in fact this month!—we will begin an experiment at Faith Lutheran 

Church in which we take part in what is called “Extended Advent.”   

 

What that means is that instead of waiting until December 1st to start our Advent 

season this year (four Sundays before Christmas) we will begin seven Sundays before 

Christmas. 

 

And that may seem odd to us, but the truth is that, until the seventh century, Ad-

vent was typically a seven week season... and it wasn’t until the eleventh or twelfth 

centuries that this  new “truncated” four week version of the Advent Season  

became the norm throughout Western Christendom.   

 

The idea of moving back to the seven-week version of the Advent season is con-

sistent with our lectionary (so we don’t have to change our readings at all).  It simply 

places an emphasis on the original purpose of Advent which wasn’t so much to get 

us in the “Christmas mood” as it was to reinforce in our hearts and minds the cer-

tain fulfillment of God’s promises, and the goals of our faith in a Christ who prom-

ised to return and bring with him the fulness of the kingdom.   

 

As we enter into this experiment with the extended Advent Season this year you 

will be seeing a few things that will seem different—the colors will change a little 

earlier, the decorations will begin to assemble a bit at a time, some of the music will 

support the Advent season—but other things might seem very regular and natural.  

In particular, our lectionary readings will be the same as we would otherwise have 
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experienced, except now they will be set within an Advent interpretation. 

 

You are almost certainly familiar with the hymn “O Come,  O come, Emanuel;”   

well this hymn walks in almost perfectly unity with the themes of our extended Ad-

vent readings in which we cry for God to come among us under the seven messianic 

titles. The verses are rearranged just a slight bit to fit the order of the weeks with 

the most notable change being the week in which we cry for God to come to us as 

the king of nations (this has been moved to fall on the Sunday that we celebrate 

Christ the King). 

 

 Our seven weeks of Advent will therefore be: 

Advent 1— Nov. 10— O come, O Wisdom from on high... 

Advent 2— Nov. 17— O come, O come, O Lord of might... 

Advent 3— Nov. 24— O come, O King of nations... 

Advent 4—  Dec. 1—  O come, O branch of Jesse... 

Advent 5—  Dec. 8—  O come, O Key of David.. 

Advent 6— Dec. 15— O come, O Dayspring...  

Advent 7— Dec. 22— O come, O come, Emmanuel (“God with Us”) 

 

Please know that we are not making this change on a whim or just to “try some-

thing new.”  Our purpose is to try to provide authentic worship experiences 

through which we explore the entire scope of our God’s gifts and promises... includ-

ing the promises of Advent, in which God promises to come again among us and 

restore all of creation to God’s original desires.   

 

My prayer is that you will find hope, peace, and the grace of God in the weeks 

ahead.   



ELCA Churches 

Individual Congregations in the ELCA have their own constitutions that are similar, 

but also allow some creativity particularly in terms of how the individual 

congregation structure its council, committees, and other internal organization. 
  

Faith Lutheran has a council that typically meets on the second Sunday of the month 

following worship.  Our congregation votes for council members and officers at the 

Preliminary Annual Meeting which typically takes place in November. 

 According to our constitution, the officers of this congregation are a President, Vice 

President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Resource Management Chair.  The Vice 

President is elected to a one year term and then becomes the President for their 

second year.  Other officers and Council Members are elected to a two-year term. 

 Members of the council are elected in such a way that we vote for half on odd years 

and half on even years.  When the upcoming term will be an even year (such as this 

election for 2020) we vote for Vice President, Treasurer, and the chairs of Youth & 

Family, Music & Worship, Facilities, Personnel, and Congregational Life.  

 Since no one accepted the position of Vice President last year we are voting for 

President of our congregation as well.  And since our Mission committee chair was 

“open” last year (and we are grateful to Kevin and Gene Lyons for co-chairing this 

committee in the interim) we will be seeking a Missions Chair as well. 

 Several Council Members have expressed a willingness to serve another term if 

needed, but the Council would love to see people who have never served—or who 

have not served recently—share their leadership skills and energy with us. 

 Please contact the church office at 616.361.2679 or speak to a council member to be 

placed on the list of nominees.  Thanks so much! 



 Stewardship & Missions  

Gene Lyons  

 

LEADERSHIP 

“FIRST YOU LISTEN, THEN YOU LEARN, THEN YOU HELP. 

AND THEN AND ONLY THEN DO YOU LEAD. 

WHAT YOU DO IN THE LEARNING PHASE 

IS TRY TO FIND COMMON GROUND.” 

(These are excerpts from an interview with James Mattis,  

former Secretary of Defense) 

 

You may ask, where are you going from here. How do I get from leadership to stew-

ardship? What’s the connection? The above quote is a good start in how we deal 

with people and what a leader does. 

 

A personal note: 

We learn from all of our life experiences and with 27 years of management experi-

ence, in service training seminars I’ve learned the most important part of any 

organization is the people. Whatever your purpose, it takes people to do it.  The 

Church is no exception.  Leaders care about the people. 

 

How do we value others and work for common ground? We are all leaders in one 

way or the another.  Stewardship and Missions is about people. Money is only part 

of the equation and not the end in itself. It’s part of the means we need to help the 

“people” part. 

 

Relationships and respect are all part of the people part. Our leadership qualities can 



help us in fulfilling our responsibilities to stewardship and missions.  

 

My goal in these monthly articles is to give us something to think about... and start a 

conversation about what our purpose is, and how we can achieve it. In one way or 

another everything we do is stewardship or mission: helping to make us, the church, 

and the world a better place for all of us. 

 

We have many leaders—Maybe you’re one and don’t know it.  What is it you want 

to do? 

This church needs leaders.  Where do you come in?  We can’t do it without you.  

 

I want to transform.  I want to leave this church and the world better than when I 

came. Together we can do our small part.    

        

WE CARE- WE SHARE 

 

Thank you all for what you do.  Here is a partial list of stewardship & mission activi-

ties of this church.  

 

 Hunger walk                    Bible study                    Visit Shut-ins 

    Refugee families                             NECM                              Worship helpers 

          Quilters                            Women’s groups                        Other churches 

     Facilities Helpers                     Kids Food Basket             Space for outside groups 

   Community Garden                     Supper House                        Special appeals 

Samaritas Monthly Worship     “God’s work, Our hands”      Living Waters Ministries  

      Funeral Luncheons                  Second Best sale                        Council  

       Youth Programs                       Transportation         Preparing Meals        



Just for Fun Women's Club will not meet during the months of November or De-

cember. Breakfast will resume in 2020.  

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast 

Paula Nienhuis & Sheila Joshua   

FLC Brunch Group  

The FLC Brunch Group meets the last Monday of each month (November 25) at 

11:00am at New Beginnings on Northland Drive. Please call Jean Blauwkamp with 

any questions or concerns at 616.240.3106.  

Cupboard of Faith 

Brenda & Steve Dubay  

For the month of November we will be collecting any items of non perishable food 

with an expiration date of January 1st, 2020 or later. As always cash donations will 

also be gratefully accepted.   

We will be packing and delivering our food baskets Thursday morning December 

19th so we will need volunteers on that date from approximately 9:00am until 

12:00pm.  

Contact Steve or Brenda Dubay at 616.540.2144 (leave a message) 

or bsdubay22@gmail.com.   

mailto:bsdubay22@gmail.com


Save the Date 

You probably don’t want to hear this but Christmas is just around the corner, so save the date 

for the annual Bazaar on December15, 2019.  We use this event as the major fundraiser for 

the kid’s programs for the year like, the Youth Gathering, The Charge, Summer Camp and the 

many different get togethers.   

 

In preparation for this big event we are asking if you could look through your pantry the fol-

lowing supplies and donate them to the group. 

   

White Headed Pins  Red or Green Buttons 

               Ziploc Twistloc Medium containers (4 cup) 

  Pint Size Mason Jars  Quart Size Mason Jars 

  Christmas Ribbon  Chocolate Kisses 

  Chocolate Cake Mixes Yellow Cake Mixes 

  Chocolate Chips   Dipping Chocolate 

  Star Anise    Whole Cloves 

 

Items can be dropped in the kitchen between now and Christmas. We appreciate all your help 

and support!  

 



Musical Notes 
Sharon TerBeek 

All Saints’ Sunday 

We will observe All Saints’ Sunday on November 3rd.  We will pause to remember 

those Saints among us who have passed during the year from November 1, 2018 to 

October 31, 2019. There will also be an opportunity for anyone who wishes to light 

a memorial candle in the window wells. 

 

Extended Advent Season 

This year, we will observe a 7-week Advent season, beginning November 10th.  (See 

Pastor Kevin’s write-up).  We will be decorating the Sanctuary on a gradual basis 

during the 7-week period, and do not plan on having a one-day decorating as we 

have in the past.  Altar Guild members (and anyone else interested) will do some 

decorating after services in November – check the weekly bulletin. 

 

Handbell Choir 

Handbell Choir rehearses on Thursdays at 6:30 PM in the Choir Room.  Please speak 

to Sharon TerBeek if you would like to ring with us – music needs to be prepared 

and bell assignments arranged before rehearsal. 



Operation Christmas Child  

Julie Sullivan  

 

The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37) gives a clear picture of God’s de-

sire for us to help those in desperate need wherever we find them. After describing 

how the Samaritan rescued a hurting man whom others had passed by, Jesus told His 

hearers, “Go and do likewise.” For over 40 years, Samaritan’s Purse has done our 

utmost to follow Christ’s command by going to the aid of the world’s poor, sick, and 

suffering. We are an effective means of reaching hurting people in countries around 

the world with food, medicine, and other assistance in the Name of Jesus Christ.   

 Since its beginning Operation Christmas Child has distributed over one million  

boxes to over 100 countries around the world.   
 

We have the opportunity to help children to know that they are loved and cared for. 

Please fill a shoebox for a boy or a girl with special gifts chosen specifically for them, 

please feel free to include a letter and a picture of yourself. Please return your box to 

the church by November 10. Contact Julie Sullivan if you have any questions 



 Sub  

Totals 

Total  

Sept 

Total YTD  

Offering  $16,683.50   

Electronic $2,885.30   

Total Offering  $19,568.90  

Building Use $837.78   

Other—Misc. $40.00 $877.78  

Total General  

Operating 

Income  

 $20,446.68 $144,029.81 

Memorials $65.00   

Cupboard of Faith $50.00   

Youth  $7.00   

Misc./Special  $660.00   

Total Designated  

Income  
 $782.00 $11,402.17 

Total Income Sept 

 2019 
 $21,228.68 $155,431.98 

Counters Report  

September 2019  



 

September 2019 

Current Month  

J a n — S e p t 

2019  

Year to Date   

J a n — S e p t 

2019 

Budget   

P r i o r 

Year Sept 

2018 

Prior Year 

J a n - S e p t 

2018 

Receipts  $21,216 $174,778 $175,655 $18,432 $158,362 

Expenses  ($17,253) ($207,970) ($317,077) ($21,514) ($210,758) 

Income (Loss) $3,963  ($33,192) ($141,422) ($3,082) ($52,396) 
Samaritas  

Capital  

Campaign  $0 ($37,825) ($3,000) $0 $0 

Income (Loss)  $3,963 ($71,017) ($144,422) ($3,082) ($52,396) 

Finances at a Glance  

Dan Carter  



 

REVIVE Project 

The REVIVE project is sponsored by the North/West Lower Michigan Synod in the 

hopes of assisting individual congregations who hope to stay relevant, open, engaging, 

and inviting to their communities.  We’re very excited that Faith Lutheran will be 

one of the six congregations forming the first cohort group in our synod.  

 

Each congregation is asked to have a team of three lay leaders who will meet togeth-

er with their pastor approximately six times over the course of the next two years 

to discuss ideas and strategies and share best practices as for spiritual and dynamic 

congregational growth.   

 

Our first meeting will take place in Gladwin on November 2nd (which is coming right 

up!), if you would like to be a part of the leadership team from Faith Lutheran please 

contact Pastor Kevin, Wendy Domagalski, or Jack Nienhuis... Or call or email the 

church office.   

 

We’d greatly appreciate hearing from you! 

A Note From the Quilters  

Gently used sheets are needed by the quilters. These are used for filler and backs if 

in really good shape.  Thanks for your thoughtfulness.  

 

The quilters will not be meeting on November 27. December 4th will be our last 

'work' day,  On December 11 at 12:30 we will meet at Boulder Creek for our holi-

day lunch. We will resume regular quilting on Wednesdays January 8, 2020. 



Children & Youth  

 

 

 

 

 

First Communion Classes  

Please contact the church office at 616.361.2679 (or via email at flcgr@att.net) if you 

have, or know of, kids who might be interested in first Communion Classes! 

Youth Gathering in Kalamazoo 

Registration is open NOW, and we need to register by: Dec. 2.  The church will 

help cover the cost of registration for our High School students.  If you are in High 

School and are interested please let us know. Gathering will take place February 7-9, 

2020.  

 

Also, Young Adults aged 18-25 can attend this event if interested.  Young Adults 

need to register on their own.  They pay a flat fee which includes housing and stay 

with other Young Adults.   

Junior High Charge in Traverse City, March 20-22.   

Registration for this exciting event opens Nov. 1st and we must register by Dec. 2 - 

the church will cover the registration fee for our 6th through 8th grade students.   



Upcoming Youth Dates  

• November 9 - Sunday School Rooms Cleanup, 9:30 AM 

• December 15 -  Youth Craft Bazaar 

• December 22, 29 - No Sunday School Classes; December 22 we will have a  

Nativity Movie in the Nursery for Sunday School aged kids  

Second Best Sale  

Thank you to everyone who helped with, or donated to, the sale.  We made 

$1,006.25 on Friday for the Women of Faith.  On Saturday we made $144.75 for the 

youth. The total is $1,151.00.  Thanks again for another great Second Best Sale! 

Pizza & Movie Nights  

Pizza & Movie Night at Faith starts at 6:00pm with pizza and the movie “rolls” 

around 6:30. We provide: pizza, pop, popcorn and chips.  

 

Friday, November 22 (“It Happened on 5th Avenue”)  

Friday, January 24 

Friday, February 21 

Friday, March 27—Final One  



Updating the Narthex  

At its May, 2019 meeting, the church council authorized an interior design firm to 

look at the narthex for possible renovations and to prepare preliminary plans with 

cost estimates. This task has been completed. Now, it is desirable to form a subcom-

mittee of church members to review the plans, and to make recommendations as to 

how many of these ideas should be implemented. A design specialist will be available 

to coordinate colors and recommend vendors for items to be purchased, such as 

carpeting, window treatment, furniture, etc. Anyone who has a background or inter-

est in something like this is urged to call Jack Nienhuis at 616.866.1981 with any 

questions or to volunteer to be a member of the subcommittee. Thank you.   

Many Thanks!  

We'd like to thank Kevin Lyons for all the work he does as our Stewardship and 

Missions Chair on Council... particularly as he has planned and prepared for our 

Stewardship Focus Month and the annual Stewardship Luncheon.  And a huge thank 

you to Callie TerBeek for the wonderful job she did in catering that luncheon for 

us.  We had about 55 people at the luncheon this year.  Thanks to you all! 

Women of Faith Meeting  

Just a reminder that the next Women of Faith meeting is Wednesday,  

November 20 at 2:00pm. ALL Women of Faith Lutheran are encouraged to attend!  



Note: with only 6 members at meeting no votes could be made. 

 

Revision of Constitution and By-Laws  more discussion on reorganizing the Coun-

cil.  Mary asked for feedback from us. 

 

Narthex Area we are proceeding with the possibility of renovations to the Narthex 

and looking into forming a subcommittee to work on this. We would like the designer 

to present her ideas for colors and patterns.   

 

Pre-Annual Congregational Meeting & Agenda  meeting will be November 10th.  

The open positions are: President, Vice President,  Treasurer, Youth & Family, Music and 

Worship, Facilities, Mission, Personnel, and Congregational Life.  We will need a quorum 

of 40 people to vote on ratifying the changes to the Constitution By-Laws we approved 

at the 2.03.2019 annual meeting.  We need 2/3rds of those there to vote to ratify the 

changes.   

 

Treasurer Report   We are behind as usual in weekly giving but overall okay.   

 

Congregational Life  Nancy reported the 2nd Best Sale 10/11 and 10/12 raised over 

$1,006.25 for Women and $149.75 for Youth. Thanks to all who donated and volun-

teered. 

 

Stewardship Dinner will be after church on 10/22.  Kevin will ask Council to provide 

salads and desserts and Callie TerBeek will provide the main course. 

Council Capsule  
Submitted by: Kevin Lyons 



 

Facilities Jack reported Rick Lewis donated several dozen fishing rods and reels to 

the church to give to deserving kids. The Office Administrator’s Door was reconfig-

ured into a Dutch door. 

Pastor’s Report  Latvian Lutheran Church is taking longer to sell their church than 

had been expected.  We would like to find ways to get our congregations together in 

the meantime.  Seven week Advent season will begin on 11/10.  The first REVIVE 

meeting will take place in Gladwin on Nov. 2nd.  Jack and Wendy will attend with 

Pastor.  We would very much like to have one more person on our REVIVE team. 



Mitten Tree  

This year Faith Lutheran Church will have a mitten tree in the Narthex. Please help 

us fill this tree with mittens, caps and scarves—new items, please. We will begin 

collecting November 10—December 9 If you wish to donate monetary dona-

tions to this ministry, please indicate on your check or offering envelope “Mitten 

Tree”. If you have any questions please contact Nancy Morrison at 616.361.7641.  

Angel Tree 

This year Faith Lutheran Church is partnering with Salvation Army to provide an 

Angel Tree. You can help some discover the true meaning of Christmas by helping 

children in need throughout West Michigan. The goal of the Angel Tree toy drive is 

to reach 25,000 children. Please help support this ministry by grabbing a tag from 

the Christmas Tree in the Narthex. Please return the gift unwrapped to the tree. 

We will begin collecting November 10 - December 9. If you wish to donate 

monetary donations to this ministry, please indicate on your check or offering enve-

lope “Angel Tree”. If you have any questions please contact Nancy Morrison at 

616.361.7641.  

 
 



Poinsettias Order Form  

 

Order NOW!   

6” potted Poinsettias with 5-7 blooms per plant in assorted blooms with decorative 

silver foil pot covers. Proceeds go to the Youth to benefit the Gathering.  

 

Money with orders can be left at the church or placed in the offering (designate for 

“flowers”).   

 

Thank you for supporting the YOUTH! 

 

Cost:  $7.50 each 

 

I would like to purchase _____ poinsettias at $7.50 each for a total of 

$___________ 

NAME: _____________________________________________ 

PHONE: ________________    Paying by   ___ cash or ___ check 

Poinsettias may be picked up after the Christmas Eve Service.   

Color choice is “first come first served” when picking up. 

 

Questions? Call Dawn Carter, 616.676.2572 



 

11/1 Chris Chatel 11/12 Maylee Bonney 

11/3 Sue Redner 11/12 Christina Novak 

11/4 Dawn Bennett 11/14 Sadof Fnu 

11/4 Denice Murphy 11/17 Paul Bonney 

11/4 Dorothy Stoken 11/17 Steven Stouffers 

11/5 Kent Bollinger 11/20 Nancy Morrison 

11/6 Stacey Robertson 11/20 Alice Schepers 

11/6 Thomas Sypien 11/22 Sherhroz Fnu 

11/7 Michael Thomason 11/22 Kathy Henderson 

11/8 Janis Hansen 11/22 Douglas Turnquist 

11/9 Marjory Trylch 11/26 Jennifer Bacon 

11/11 Jax Bacon 11/26 Scott Robertson 

11/11 Carrie Lachniet 11/26 Peter Roeller 

11/11 Eugene Lyons   

Bruce & Teresa VanderBerg 11/1/1980 

Ron & Jean Blauwkamp 11/4/1967 

Ronald & Sue Redner 11/9/1963 

Kaleigh & Robert Hanlon 11/11/2011 

William & Pat Rose 11/14/11966 

James & Joan Mull 11/21/1957 

Happy Anniversary! 

Happy Birthday!  



Our condolences to the family of:  
 

Prayer Chain Contact: Dee Scales at 616.365.4131  

 

 

Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

Irene Smestad Myrtle McLain Cecilia 

Jo Hall Betty Wolters Cheryl Streb 

Marcia Kozak Elaine Laity Marie Morrison 

Marge Trylch John Wieck Kim Granzotto  

Vince & Bob Vanderveen 

Sons of Dee Scales 

Steve Hall 

Son of Jo Hall 

Denny Hovingh 

Son of Dorothy Hovingh 

Christine 

Friend of Dee Scales 

Mark Hestikind 

Brother to Kathleen Harris 

Cousin to Cindy Amaya 

Inez 

Sister of Dorothy Stoken 
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