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Faith Lutheran Church      

Banner of Faith 
 Upcoming Events 

 

9/2—One Worship Service (10:00am)  

 

9/15—Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast  

 

9/16—Rally Day (12:15)  

 

9/20—Samaritas (3:30pm)  

 

9/23—Sunday School Classes Begin  

 

9/23—Council Meeting (12:15pm) 

 

9/26—Banner Production (8:30am) 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule  

 

8:30am: Classic  

Worship with Organ 

 

11:00am—Casual  

Worship with Praise Band  
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Banner of Faith 

May All Find Acceptance In This House 
Faith Lutheran Church 

2740 Fuller Avenue NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505-2679 
Phone: 616.361.2679    

 Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday 8:00am—3:00 pm 
www.faithlutheranchurchgr.org 

 
 

  

@ faithlutheranchurchgr 

Church Staff  

 

Pastor,   

Kevin Sullivan 

pastorflcgr@att.net 

 

Administrative Assistant, 

Nikki Phillips 

flcgr@att.net 

 

Custodian, 

Gene Gibson  

 

Director of Music,  

Sharon TerBeek  

 

Organist,  

Ann Marie Kaufman 

 

Librarian, 

Kevin Lyons  

2018 Congregational Council  

**Meetings are usually held the  

second Sunday of each month following the 

11:00am service** 

 

President, Dorothy Stoken  

Vice President, Open  

Secretary, Claudia Zimmerman 

Treasurer, Mary Appelt 

Resource Mgmt, Dan Carter 

Facilities Mgmt, Co-Chairs, Jack Nienhuis, 

Rick Lewis  

Communications, Jane Waite 

Personnel, Beth Martin 

Stewardship, Kevin Lyons  

Discipleship, Stacey Schepers  

Worship, Steve Zimmerman 

Missions, Christine Mwanyika 

Congregational Life, Nancy Morrison 

Congregational Care, Wendy Domagalski 

Youth Representatives, Open 



3 

“Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, 

unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in 

you.Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, 

and I will raise them up on the last day; 

for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.”   

John 6:53-55 

 

A number of years ago there was a very effective advertising campaign that featured 

black and white photos of famous people with white mustaches—well white “milk-

moustaches”—and the simple caption: “Got Milk?” 

 

I was thinking about that this morning as I considered our recent series of gospel 

readings that we have just completed... 

 

Once every three years our lectionary brings out what is known as the “Bread of 

Heaven Series.”  This is the time when we enter into the sixth chapter of John for a 

five week emphasis on Jesus’ claim to be the bread from heaven that brings us eter-

nal life.  For many pastors—and I would assume many parishioners as well—this can 

become a bit repetitious and perhaps even tedious.  I’ve heard of a number of pas-

tors who plan their vacations to coincide with about the third or fourth week of the 

bread series... which seems to me to be something of a shame.   

 

I mean I get that it can be difficult to find new words and phrases to convey what this 

imagery symbolizes, but it is such an important concept that it seems like it is well 

worth the time we spend on it (particularly if it only rolls around once every three 

years!). 

 Kevin Sullivan 

Continued on page 3 



4 

Banner of Faith 

 So here’s the deal.  Jesus tells us that he is the bread of heaven, given to us like the 

manna was given to the Israelites in the wilderness, to sustain us in this life.  And 

even more, he tells us that those who consume him (eat his flesh and drink his 

blood) will have what he calls “eternal life.” 

 

Now, some people take this to mean that if we are Christians we will be given the 

gift of eternal life after we die (in the form of going to heaven).  But I think Jesus 

means even more than that.  Yes, I believe we will go to heaven after we die, but I 

think the other part of eternal life is the quality of life we live here on this side of 

the grave.  “Eternal life” can mean living forever, but it can also mean a life that re-

flects the life that is experienced by God and those who inhabit God’s eternal king-

dom in this life.   

 

In the scripture readings Jesus says that those who feed on him have that eternal life 

now.  The promise is given in the present tense rather than the future tense.  We 

who know Jesus as our source, as our nourishment, as our inspiration, are told that 

we have eternal life today... 

 

So my question is: Got Eternal Life?  And, if so, how is that expressing itself in your 

life?  Having eternal life isn’t shown by the white “moustache” on our upper lips, nor 

is it shown by a halo or “holy glow” about our countenance.  Having eternal life—

and knowing that we have it—it shown through our actions.  Eternal life seeps out of 

us in the ways we show love to one another.   

 

The lifestyle and values of God’s kingdom are in many ways in distinct contrast to the 

life that our world and society extols and seeks.  When we are moved by love to 
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share generously with others in ways that are not likely to bring about any financial 

return many people in our world look at us with an odd expression (almost like we 

had left the house without wiping the milk from our upper lip).  That’s because it 

seems so odd to do such things that do not seem to raise us on the social or eco-

nomic ladders that our society values.   

 

I’m afraid that many people assume that when the followers of Christ act in ways 

that share love self-lessly they are only acting for some half-hidden self-ish motives.  

They assume that we must be trying to make ourselves look important in our com-

munities, or that we are doing these things in a hypocritical manner to prove our-

selves to God and work our way into a heavenly reward. 

 

But what they may not understand is that when we’ve been filled with the life-giving 

life of Christ it is our desire—our joy—to love as Christ loves... and that just living in 

this way gives us a greater sense of life and joy than any of the self-serving acts we 

have ever trusted in in the past. 

 

I just want to say that I am so thankful to be called to serve among this congregation 

where so very many of you inspire me through the lives you lead in which the eter-

nal life you have been given is as plain to see as a white moustache in a black and 

white photo.  May we continue to claim the promise of eternal life in this life as we 

feed on the life and teachings of Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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Musical Notes 
Sharon TerBeek 

Classic Service at 10 AM Sunday September 2 

There will be one service on Sunday September 2 at 10 AM.  The service will be 

classic style with our organist, Ann Marie Kaufman.  

 

Fall Worship Service Times Begin September 9 

Our worship services will resume their regular times on Sunday September 9th.  

The early service (classic style) will meet at 8:30 and the later service (casual style) 

will begin at 11:00. 

Handbell Choir  

Handbell Choir rehearsals will be Thursday evenings at 6 PM in the Choir Room.  

The first rehearsal will be Thursday September 20th.  Music and bell assignments 

need to be arranged in advance, so if you are interested in ringing, please speak to 

Sharon TerBeek. 

 

Blood Drive 
Faith will be hosting a blood drive on Sunday, October 7 in our parking lot. 

Michigan Blood is doing a mobile drive from 8:30am-1:00pm. Please call the 

church office to schedule an appointment or sign up in the Narthex. This is a 

great time to donate before or after church!  
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Just for Fun Women's Club will meet on Saturday, September 15 at Arnie Bakery & 

Restaurant (815 Leonard St NW, Grand Rapids MI 49504) at 10:00 am. All the 

Women of Faith are welcome - young and old. For questions or if you need a ride 

please call or Paula Nienhuis at 616.866.1981 or Christine Mwanyika 

at 616.361.9920.  

 

 

 

 

  

Just for Fun Women’s Breakfast 

Paula Nienhuis & Christine Mwanyika  

Dear Friends, 

This is just a note to remind us all that Nikki, our beloved Administrative Assistant, 

has office hours from 8:00 until 3:00 Mondays through Thursdays.  I know that it's 

tempting to call her or send her text messages on her cell phone after those hours, 

but I would ask that we all respect her time away from work and  help her maintain 

appropriate boundaries without putting her in a spot where she may feel she needs 

to be “on call” for church business 24/7.  For emergencies you may call me (Pastor 

Kevin) at 614.425.4630.  For other business after-hours, please feel free to leave a 

message for Nikki or me on the church phone (616.361.2679), or email us 

at flcgr@att.net.   

 

Thanks for this, Pastor Kevin 

mailto:flcgr@att.net
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Council Capsule 

Kevin Lyons  

 
Notes from the Congregational Council meeting on August 12. Note- the Capsule is a  

condensed summary of Council meeting business, and the minutes have not yet been  

approved):  

Constitution and By-Laws: Council voted to recommend chapters 7 and 8 of our 

constitution be updated to reflect the language of the most recent ELCA model con-

stitution and that our congregation adopt these changes at our next Annual Meeting. 

 

Nursery Help: We will continue looking to hire two people to work in the Nursery 

on Sunday Mornings. For several reasons it is preferred that these employees be 

hired from outside of our current congregation. 

 

Administrative Assistant: Council agreed to offer flexibility to our Administrative  

Assistant that will allow her to supplement her income through other part-time 

work.  If needed we may divide her time and responsibilities with another employee. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  We continue to do well with our cash flow in spite of having 

income (through offerings) that average about $1000 per week less than our budget 

anticipated.  We note that this is a longstanding trend in our congregation. 

 

Congregational Care: Wendy is communicating with Carrie Lachniet about how our 

congregation might help her support her ESL Kindergarten Class.  This may become a 

part of our “God’s Work: Our Hands” focus this year. 

 

Congregational Life: Second Best Sale will take place October 19 and 20 this fall. 
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Stewardship: Our Stewardship Series will begin on September 30 and continue 

through October 21.  A luncheon will be offered after church on 10/21. Callie Ter-

Beek will facilitate this meal and Council members will provide salads and desserts. 

 

Discipleship: 10 young people attended Stony Lake Camp this summer and 3 of our 

High School Graduates and College Students worked as counselors.  Efforts will be 

made to clean out the Youth Room and make it more comfortable for the kids. A 

need for volunteers to work with Sunday School and Youth Groups was noted. 

 

Facilities: It was reported that the Fellowship Hall air conditioner is in need of work 

to update or replace it.  We will get an estimate on this.  Apparently that unit has 

been there since 1955. 

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor noted our church participation in camp, Vacation Bible 

School, Circle of Welcome.  Of special note: Pastor reported that he had baptized 

two of Gerry Lignell’s great granddaughters (Madelyn and Eleanor Lignell) in July.  
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Cupboard of  Faith  

Brenda Dubay & Joan Mull  

Holiday Food Basket collection time will be coming before you know it. During Sep-

tember as you're shopping the 'specials', please remember this ministry and help 

stockpile our food pantry. We will be collecting Jello, pudding and frosting. Please 

make sure expiration dates are in 2019 year or later.  

 

Supper House  

Brenda Dubay  

Supper House will be Thursday September 27 at St. Alphonsus Church on 224 

Carrier St NE. Start time is 4:45pm and will run to approximately 7:00pm. I need  

10-12 volunteers to help serve meals and clean up afterwards. If this sounds like 

something you’d like to do, we’d love to have you join us. Please contact me—Brenda 

Dubay—in person, by phone (616.540.2144) or email (bsdubay@chartermi.net).  

 

mailto:bsdubay@chartermi.net
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God’s Work Our Hands 

Sunday September 9th 
 

Last year, we participated in this nationwide ELCA event by providing 85 "Bedtime 

Bags" to various local organizations. 

 

This year we have decided to channel our efforts to Harrison Park elementary school 

in the Grand Rapids Public School district. In particular, to our very own Carrie  

Lachniet’s ESL kindergarten classroom.  

 

As an educator, teachers purchase many classroom supplies out of their own person-

al funds. Our woman's group has graciously agreed to purchase books, for her class-

room, that these children will be able to take and keep at home. We would love to 

be able to help her by purchasing more books for her classroom AND other needed 

supplies. 

 

The additional supplies that would be most helpful at this time are: Lysol wipes, boxes 

of Kleenex and peanut free snacks (goldfish crackers, animal crackers). If you would 

prefer to make a monetary donation, please make your check payable to the church 

with "Gods Work" in the memo. 

 

Please look for a basket in the narthex marked "God's Work. Our Hands Sunday" for 

your donations. Thank you in advance! 
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Second Best & Bake Sale 

The sale will take place October 19 from 9:00-5:00pm & October 20 from 9:00am-

12:00pm. Donations are needed. Look around your house and see if there is anything  

you wish to donate to the sale and is in good condition. You can deliver donations to 

Faith’s fellowship hall from October 15-18. Room 5 is available for earlier deliveries. 

Please stack neatly. NO TV Sets or Knives. Bakers are needed. Baked goods such as 

pies, cookies, breads, candies and etc and needed. Baked items can be delivered on 

Thursday, October 18 or early Friday, October 19. Volunteers are needed to help set 

up and work the sale. We work from 9am-12pm Monday-Thursday to get things set 

up then the sale is on Friday & Saturday. Help whenever you can. Any questions, call 

Nancy Morrison at 616.361.7641 
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Women of Faith Meeting  

Women of Faith met Wednesday, August, 9 with twelve women in attendance. 

 

Discussion items:  

#1 - 2nd Best Sale will be held Friday, October 19 and Saturday, October 20. Help 

will be needed beginning Monday through Thursday, Oct. 15-18, 9:00-12:00 for 

sorting and setup. Items can be brought in and placed in Room 5.  

#2 - September 27, 4:45pm is the next Supper House date. 

#3 - Women of Faith future meetings will be held approximately every three 

months on a designated Wednesday following the quilting ministry. (Next meeting 

will be Wednesday, November 14, 2:00.) 

 

Reports: 

Treasurer’s report 

Balance 8/8/18 = $3,000.28 

(Monies for Women of Faith come from 2nd Best Sales and donations from funeral 

luncheons.) 

 

Action items: 

#1 - $500 NECM Back to School Supplies 

#2 - $200 Rally Day bounce house 

#3 - $100 candy/supplies Trunk or Treat (if needed) 

#4 - $250 God’s Work – Our Hands to purchase books/supplies for inner city 

school 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:30, we then enjoyed a potluck lunch. 
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Income July 2018  

Counters Report  

 

 
 Sub  

Totals 

Total July 

2018  

Total YTD 

Jan-July 

Offering  $16,542.00   

Electronic $2,515.00   

Total Offering  $19,057.00 $105,455.98 

Building Use $165.00   

Other—Misc.  $165.00 $5,955.40 

Total Other     

Total General  

Operating 

Income  

 $19,222.00 $111,411.38 

Memorials $550.00   

Cupboard of Faith $80.00   

Youth  $30.00   

Misc./Special  $909.50   

Total Designated  

Income  
 $1,569.50 $9,172.13 

Total Income  

June 2018 
 $20,791.50 $120,583.51 
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Finances at a Glance  

Dan Carter  

 

July 2018 

Current Month  

Jan—July 

2018  

Year to Date   

Jan—July 

2018 

Budget   

Prior 

Year July 

2017 

Prior Year 

Jan-July 

2017 

Receipts  $16,930 $123,869 $160,025 $19,977 $140,519 

Expenses  ($25,130) ($165,507) (173,775) ($22,008) ($149,106) 

Income (Loss) ($8,200) ($41,638) ($13,750) ($2,031) ($8,587) 
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Stewardship & Missions  

Stewardship by the Numbers  

“1 and 2”  

Gene Lyons  

We are coming to that time of the year when we need to speak frankly 

about that which I have, to this point, frankly avoided.  Each month in our 

stewardship articles for the Banner I have tried to talk about what I think is the 

“number 1” most important aspect of Stewardship and Missions... but just be-

cause I think number 1 is the most important doesn’t mean that number 2 is 

unimportant. 

 

So what is “1” and what is “2”? 

 

1) SPREADING GOOD.  I believe that our primary purpose is that we—both 

individually and as a church—do what we can to spread good.  That 

means that—with Jesus as our model—we show love, promote justice and 

bring about peace in our communities and in our world.  Part of this 

means that we share from our excess with those in need... And through 

this we help make the world a little better as we grow spiritually and share 

our love with others as well as the members of our own church communi-

ty. 

 

2) MONEY.  There, I said it!  That’s the word that I don’t like to talk about. But it 

is important because it helps us fulfill the number 1 purpose of the church 

(see number 1 above)... For us to have this church facility and the pro-

grams it offers and the staff who support the worship, service, discipleship 

and fellowship ministries of this church we need the funds to support and 

pay for these services.  The staff likes to receive regular paychecks, the 
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utilities companies like to receive monthly payments, and the busi-

nesses we deal with also expect prompt payment for the goods and 

services they supply us. 

 

So I think that is the “1 and 2” of it.  On September 30th we will be start-

ing our annual Stewardship Emphasis.  As a part of this process we 

will be asking that you share an estimate of what you think you may 

be willing and able to share with this church so the Congregation 

Council can create a realistic spending plan for the year 2019. 

 

It is always such a blessing to see the outpouring of this congregation’s 

generosity in terms of both 1) Spreading Good through our words 

and actions and 2) sharing from our physical resources (money). 

 

Thanks, Gene Lyons 

 

Stewardship Dinner 

Kevin Lyons  
 

Please mark your calendars to plan to attend the Stewardship Dinner on Sunday Oc-

tober 21st after church.  Callie TerBeek will be putting her culinary talents to effect 

to create a delicious meal supplemented by the Council members providing salads 

and desserts. We will be asking for RSVPs later to know how many to plan for.  Plan 

on being there for some precious time together.   
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 Sunday School Program Offerings 2018/2019 

The Sunday School Staff and Teachers invite YOU to Join US on Sunday 

Mornings as we grow together in our knowledge and love of God. 

 

Kick-off Carnival Date: Sunday, September 16 at 12:00 PM 

At our annual Sunday School kick-off Celebration, we will have a light lunch, 

games for all, and a bounce house.  You will have a chance to register your 

child (age 4-High School) for Sunday School and meet the teachers for this 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL Youth Sunday School Classes begin:  Sunday, September 23 

 

9:45 – 10:45 AM Sunday Mornings: 

Middle Grades/Confirmation Class (5th-8th Grade) 

We use the Connect Program from Augsburg Fortress.  Lessons follow a 

three-part sequence: See, Explore, and Make. Each week, tweens focus 

on a theme by watching a witty video, exploring biblical text, and cre-

ating projects ranging from games to art and more. 

Teachers: David Lyons & Beth Martin AND Stacey Schepers & Sarah Kun-
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nen 

Senior High Group (9th -12th grade) 

Bible Study, Discussions, service projects, and fun monthly ac-
tivities.  

Teachers: Denis Mundere to assist 

 
11:15 AM – 12:00 PM Sunday Mornings: 

Children’s Church (age 4 – 4th grade)  
The younger children will get hands on with their learning by inves-

tigating how every day activities like art, games, and storytelling 

can relate to the teachings of the Bible. 

* Early Elementary students and teachers will be dismissed from 
the 11 AM service following the Prayer of the Day with a special 

Children’s send-off message by Pastor Kevin. 
Teachers: Cindy Amaya/Sarah Kunnen, Dawn Carter/Steve Carter, 

Carrie Lachniet/Stacey Schepers 
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Please Join Us….. 

4th Annual  

Community Trunk-or-Treat Event 

Saturday, October 27th, 3-4:30 PM 
We are looking for all volunteers willing to have their car trunk involved in this 

year’s event. 

 

In order for the event to be a SUCCESS we need 15-20 car “trunks”.  The idea is 

that you offer candy or other “treats” to the trick-or-treaters from out of your deco-

rated car trunk.  The best decorated “trunk” receives a $50 gift card to Meijer!  The 

more creative…the better!   

  

If you are interested in helping, please sign-up below.  Return to the church office or 

put into the offering plate ASAP.  

 

Thank you!  Any questions please contact: Stacey Schepers at 616.540.3684 
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I am willing to help with this event by: 

Name/s: 

_________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number or Email: 

____________________________________________ 

Area of assistance: Please check 

________ I will bring my decorated “trunk” & pass out candy from it 

________ I will help to direct traffic, greet & direct Community members 

________ I will donate candy or small toys (Try the Dollar Store OR Wiley & Co. 

Novelty) 

*Individually wrapped candy only please! 

(put in the kitchen – labeled “Trunk or Treat”) 

________ I will take pictures of the Event 

________ I will help to serve food – drinks/donuts 

________ I will assist at the Halloween themed craft table 

________ I will assist with games (incl. Bingo) 
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9/5 Max Bultman  9/6 Dominick Brock 

9/7 Bobbie Bollinger 9/7 Sue Denyes  

9/7 Ron Fraiser  9/8 Steve Carter 

9/9 Chris Verheek 9/15 Paula Nienhuis  

9/17 Matthew Batten 9/19 Elaine Laity 

9/20 Boyd Slater 9/21 Jim Mull 

9/25 Kaleigh Hanlon 9/28 Stan Robertson  

Robert & Christina Newman 9/8/1990 

Dawn & Lane Bennett 9/11/1992 

Steve & Claudia Zimmerman 9/12/1969 

Michael & Amanda Woodworth 9/14/2013 

Mike & Louann Thomason 9/15/2007 

Stan & Joanne Robertson 9/17/1960 

Erin & Haris Javed 9/25/2013 

Deb & Michael Sypien 9/25/1993 

Mike & Debra Novak 9/26/1986 

Carol & Jerry Smedley  9/27/1997 

Happy Anniversary! 

Happy Birthday!  
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Our condolences to the family of: Jessie Jakolat  
 

Prayer Chain Contact: Mary Lou Hicks at 616.957.0563 or flcgr@att.net   

 

 

Bulletin & Banner Prayer List  

Names submitted for the Prayer List will be printed  

for four weeks. If you wish to resubmit your name,  

call the church office at 616.361.2679 or flcgr@att.net  

Irene Smestad Myrtle McLain Cecilia  

Stan Robertson  Betty Wolters  Boyd Slater  

Donna Baker  Joe Bushman  Colleen Berry  

Steve Schuitema 

Friend of Linda Slager  

Vince Vanderveen 

Son of Dee Scales 

Dawn Thompson 

Friend of Linda Slager  

Brenda Hayes  

Family of Linda Slager  

Lynn  

Brother of Dave Denyes  

Dan Smithgall 

Brother of Sue Denyes  

Judy Van Duinen  

Sister of Sue Denyes  

Sue Hammer 

Friend of Sue Denyes 

Steve Hall 

Son of Jo Hall 

Pat Wickum  

Friend of Dorothy Hovingh  

David Molenar  

Brother of Anna Verheek 

Bob Collins  

Friend of Dorothy Stoken  

Pam Hansen  

Daughter in Law of Janis & 

Bob Hansen  

Trisha & CJ Burke  

Friend of Tiffany  

Woodhead  

Pat Smith  

Friend of Wendy  

Domagalski  
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