
Sermon for 10.22.17 “Committed Givers” Faith Lutheran Church 

Texts: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15, Matthew 8:18-27     
 This is the final week of our Stewardship Focus month... and I only know that because I 

saw the folks setting up the lunch buffet downstairs.  I guess this luncheon is our traditional 

reward for being good and not squirming in the pews during all this talk about money and giving 

and stuff for the past several weeks.   

 And—in case you don’t know—this final week is called Consecration Sunday... Which is 

the time that we very intentionally commit the gifts of our time and talent and treasure to God’s 

use.   So today’s sermon is about commitment.  And part of me wanted to preach about that 

aspect of commitment that has to do with following up on what we set out to do—in the manner 

that Paul called on the Corinthians to follow through with their giving to the poor in Jerusalem. 

 And of course there is something to be said t here... but truth be told it’s not much.  Once 

we’ve envisioned good plans we really ought to follow through on them to the best of our ability.  

That’s just what living with integrity is about.   

 And, yes, that’s an important thought; and, yes, I’m sure I could dress that thought up and 

fill it out into a sermon... But something else caught me that seems to me to be a more relevant 

and important aspect of this whole commitment thing... unfortunately—I didn’t include the 

reference to it in our readings this morning.  What caught me was that part in our Corinthians 

text where Paul notes that the Macedonians: 
 
“voluntarily gave according to their means, and 

even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the 

saints—and this, not merely as we expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by the 

will of God, to us...” 

 And as I was considering this text in the light of commitment it occurred to me that 

maybe this is really what our stewardship commitment is about.  It’s not so much about paying 

our bills on time, or following through with the tasks we’ve volunteered to perform for the 

body... it’s about knowing where our commitments really lie.  If we’re looking at following the 

Macedonians’ example faithfully, then we need to consider not just how much they gave and the 

fact that they committed themselves to this act—we need to consider how they committed 

themselves and to whom they committed themselves: “first to the Lord and by the will of the 

God...” to others. 

 I really do think this is the heart of our commitment.  It’s not about the amounts that 

we’ve pledged or the services we’ve indicated that we’re willing to participate in through our 

church programs... it’s about intentionally realigning ourselves with God.   

 For some reason, the image I think of for this is about sailing.  When you set sail on a 

journey you’re very likely heading for a particular place.  It’s not enough to say we’re going to 

sail in an easterly direction for 12 hours and then head north by north west for another 10.  I 

mean that would only work if your winds were constant and the tides and currents didn’t have 

any impact on your boat... or if you didn’t really care where you were going to end up.  But since 

the truth is that you probably really do want to get somewhere, you don’t just commit yourself to 

the plan, you commit yourself to the goal, the destination.  So what you do is you take your 

bearings from time to time.  You check your landmarks, you check the stars if you know how to 

do that sort of thing—anymore you probably check your GPS I suppose—because you’re 

committed to your goal. 

 Well, in a way I think that’s what Paul’s talking about here.  The Macedonians didn’t just 

commit themselves to giving—as fine a thing as that might be—they committed themselves first 

to God and then to Paul and then—through Paul—to these others.  It’s their commitment to God 

that is their first and foremost priority.  God is their source and God is their goal and God is their 
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north star.  Their commitment is to know the mind of God, the love of God, the desires of God 

and make them the driving force—the wind behind the sails of their lives.  Giving to the fund 

Paul is raising is not their goal, loving God is—and in as much as they see God’s compassion 

demonstrated in generously giving to others they choose to take that same trait on themselves.  

And in as much as they see Paul living the life God has called us to, and expressing the love and 

the mercy of God among them, they want to align themselves with Paul’s mission as well. 

 And it is in this manner that their hearts are opened to those in need: they love because 

God loves, they care because God cares, and they give because God gives. It’s all about God... 

 And on this final Sunday of our Stewardship month that’s what I want to leave us with; 

that’s what I want to call us to.  I want us to recall that our first commitment is to our God, the 

creator and sustainer of all things.  Our commitment is to the one who breathes life into us and 

guides us and comforts us in our lives.  Our commitment is to the God we’ve seen revealed in 

Christ Jesus: the God who cares so deeply that he would willingly face trials for us, sacrifice his 

own comfort for us, forgive us for every assault and insult we cast his way.  Our commitment is 

to loving this incredibly loving God with every fiber of our being, even to the point of taking on 

this God’s mission and this God’s nature—this God’s characteristics—in this world; that those 

who have not yet known this God might catch a glimpse of God’s love through our own actions. 

 That’s really where stewardship starts, and where it lives, and where it ends. It’s not 

about what we do—unless what we do is motivated by our commitment to God.  It has nothing 

to do with the money we give to the church or to charity—except in as much as our love of God 

and our thankfulness for God’s generosity has driven us to it. Stewardship isn’t made up of the 

countless hours we volunteer through the church for the sake of the community—unless we’ve 

done this as an expression of our commitment to God’s self. 

 So on this Consecration Sunday, I ask you to take your bearings.  I ask you to ask 

yourselves if you’ve just gotten so used to the journey that you’ve forgotten where you were 

headed or why you set sail in the first place.  I ask you to stop and take a deep breath, to set aside 

all the actions you think you may need to take, all the demands that you think the church calls 

you to.  Just for a minute I ask you to forget the budget of the church, the leadership roles that 

need to be filled, the worship roles, the ministries and facilities and the hundred tasks that will be 

left undone unless you (and only you) sign-up for them... and I want you to drift for a minute. 

 And I want you to think of God’s love for you and imagine God’s compassion and grace 

and the immense sacrifice God was willing to make to show you this love in and through the 

person of Christ Jesus... And I want you to ask yourself if God is still your goal, still your heart’s 

desire, still the commitment around which every other commitment in your life revolves... 

 And maybe it is—I hope so—but maybe your life has drifted over the years; maybe the 

tides of life have pushed and pulled your boat until you’ve gotten lost in the crossing and 

forgotten where you were going or why.  And if that’s the case, maybe you want to take this 

moment to just re-commit yourself to the God who is above all—but never too far above.  Maybe 

you want to consecrate your life to God, to set your life apart for God’s use, God’s glory.  And if 

that’s what you want to do then all the rest will fall in place.  If that’s what you choose to do, 

then leading a life of generosity and sacrifice and free and joyful giving from grateful hearts will 

flow naturally from you and for all the right reasons. 

 This is Consecration Sunday; today we commit not only our offerings to God we commit 

ourselves as a living sacrifice, to the God who has called us out in this great adventure of life.  

May we rest in God’s peace, share God’s resources, and rely only on God’s power, now and 

forever.  Amen  


