
Sermon for 10.28.18 “Owning the Truth in a ‘Post-Truth’ World” Faith Lutheran Church 

 

 When I was teaching Middle School art there was this time when I looked around the 

class and saw a young woman get up and walk to the pencil sharpener and on her way she bent 

over and scribbled all over another young woman’s art.  I was amazed to see this, and I went 

over and confronted the young woman who had done it and she looked me right in the eye and 

without batting an eyelash she said, “I didn’t do it.”  And she walked away.  

 And I felt absolutely nauseated in that moment.  Her denial seemed so confident, so 

unabashed, that I immediately doubted my own eyesight, my own experience, my own reality.  I 

waivered—physically as well as emotionally—and the kids in the classroom must have noticed it 

in my expression because immediately about five kids said, “Yea, we saw it too.”  And I 

regained something of my footing and my certainty that I had some grasp on reality after all. 

 Sometimes it’s a bit hard in our context to really understand the truth.  There are times 

when I feel like I did back in that classroom that day.  There are times when a brash denial, or 

casting the blame another way, or claiming that there is no single truth—just your perspective—

make me doubt words I heard with my own ears, things I’ve seen with my own eyes, and my 

knees go weak and my world begins to spin.  And it’s not just right now... people have long held 

this preference for what they wanted to believe over the facts and truths of life. 

 Take for instance these people Jesus was speaking to.  Jesus said “If you abide in my 

word—my teaching, the revelation of my life among you—then you will know the truth and the 

truth will make you free...”  But what they heard was Jesus just insulting them; they heard him 

saying “you’re not free people you’re slaves”.   

 And they couldn’t stand it... they took it as an insult to them as individuals and to their 

national pride so they shouted back, “Who are you calling slaves?  We’re descendants of 

Abraham and we’ve never been slaves to anyone.”  Which sounds lovely; but is so clearly a lie.  

They were descendants of Abraham of course, but as such they’d certainly been slaves in Egypt 

for three hundred years—that’s one of their central realities.  And they had once been conquered 

by the Assyrians and then by the Babylonians and led out in exile which was the equivalent of 

slavery.  And even in the moment of this debate, they’d been conquered by Rome and now stood 

as a barely tolerated vassal state, subject to the whims of Rome... if you call that freedom. 

 “We’re descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone.”  That’s not an 

alternative reality, it’s not a different perspective, it’s not a little political spin... it’s a lie pure and 

simple.  It’s a lie.  It’s a lie that was incompatible with the facts of their history and the facts of 

their current existence... It was a lie that they preferred to the truth because the truth was messy 

and inconvenient and unpleasant.. and this lie made them feel better about themselves... Even if 

they knew—way down deep—that it was a lie, they’d rather live with that lie than to give way to 

a truth that named them as less than free. 

 It’s like they’d taken their past—everything that was true about who they were and where 

they’d come from—and they’d erased all the uncomfortable bits and re-written their history in 

their own minds without any mention of the disappointing realities that would weaken their own 

ideal images that they clung to and proclaimed to others.  It like they thought they had the option 

to either actually reform themselves or to simply re-form the image of themselves that they’d 

present as the truth to the unsuspecting masses... And they chose the latter... because it’s easier to 

call the truth about our past a lie and embellish the good stuff rather than to own the tough truths 

about ourselves and live in the understanding that we—like everyone else—are broken humans, 

selfish humans, sinful humans in need of a loving God. 

 It’s easier to reform our images than it is to own the truth and have to deal with the fact 

that others might not think as highly of us; others might reject us... and maybe we’d have to 

accept ourselves as less than we  want to see ourselves as as well. 
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 I wonder if Jesus felt a little weak in the knees when he heard them lie to his face about 

their nature... or maybe he anticipated it.  Maybe he understood human nature enough that he’d 

just shake his head and go on patiently: “it’s the truth that sets you free, not the lies you tell 

about yourself.  An image set up on lies makes you a slave to the lies you tell about yourself.”   

 Friends, the truth is that we’re all sinners and Jesus tells us that everyone who sins is a 

slave to sin, so we’re all slaves to sin—you are and I am—not one of us gets a pass on this.  But 

then Jesus goes on to tell us that he’s come to set us free—not from the image of being sinners, 

but from the shame, the guilt, the doomy-gloomy eternal consequences of sin that worry us and 

burden us in this life. 

 In “Between Noon and Three” Robert Capon explores what it means to be freed by Christ 

and he begins this book by asking us to consider what we’d do if we knew we were free.  And 

then later he notes that in Romans Paul says, “There is now therefore no condemnation for those 

who are in Christ Jesus.”   And with this in mind he exclaims, “St. Paul had not said to you, 

"Think how it would be if there were no condemnation"; he has said, "There is therefore now 

none." He had made an unconditional, not a conditional statement -- a flat assertion, not a 

parabolic one. He has not said, "God has done this and that and the other thing, and if, by dint of 

imagination, you can manage to put them all together, you may be able to experience a little 

solace in the prison of your days." No, He has simply said, "You are free. Your services are no 

longer required. The salt mine has been closed." 

 And he goes on to say, “It is essential that you see this clearly. The Apostle is saying that 

you, and Paul, and I have been sprung. Right now; not next week, or at the end of the world. And 

unconditionally, with no probation officer to report to. But that means that we have finally come 

face to face with the one question we have always thought we were aching to hear but that we 

now realize we have scrupulously ducked every time it got within a mile of us. It was the 

question I raised in the very first chapter, and it has been lurking all along: What would you do 

with freedom if you had it? Only now it is posed to you not in the subjunctive but in the 

indicative: You are free. What do you plan to do?” 

 We are free!  Not because we’ve managed to hide the dirt of our past but because our 

God knows who we are and loves us anyway.  As long as we live in the lies we make up about 

ourselves and our world we can never be free because we must always slave away to maintain 

the lie and add to it and rationalize it and explain it... as long as we live in the lies we make up 

about ourselves and our world we can never be free because we spend far more time and energy 

sustaining the lies than we do at owning the realities and applying ourselves to improving 

ourselves and our world.  As long as we live in the lies we spin we can never own the freedom 

because we’d have to give up our delusions first in order to claim the real thing. 

 This is what God offers us through Christ Jesus.  Living in him—living near him, abiding 

in him—reveals the truth to us; the truth of our own weakness and sinfulness—of course—but 

simultaneously the truth of God’s absolute goodness and mercy and perfection.  Friends, I pray 

today that we will seek a reformation based not on the lies we spin to hide our faults and the 

hurts we’ve done to ourselves and our loved ones and the world, but that we would be 

courageous and honest and seek to live in the truth that reveals a God who loves us even so, and 

offers us pathways to greater peace, greater hope, and greater love.  And I pray that through this 

truth we will know the freedom God grants us; freedom to live in peace and confidence beneath 

God’s mercy, sharing the good news for the sake of our neighbors, and to the glory of our God, 

now and forever.  Amen 

 
  


