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Text: John 1.43-51 

 We’re back in John’s Gospel this week—and I know I’ve mentioned before that the 

Gospel of John is all about signs: it’s all about people and things that point to Jesus.  And this 

story is a great example.  Here Jesus has found Phillip, and when he calls Phillip to follow him 

the first thing Phillip does is to run and tell his buddy Nathanael that he thinks they’ve found the 

Messiah, and then he tells Nathanael to “come and see”... which Nathanael reluctantly does. 

 Phillip “the follower” immediately becomes Phillip “the sign.”  He points to Jesus, and he 

says “come and see.”  And—of course—when Nathanael meets Jesus his eyes are opened and he 

sees more in Jesus than he could have ever imagined.  At first he’s all cynical, “Right Phillip, a 

Messiah from Nazareth, that Podunk town?” But Phillip has aroused Nathanael’s curiosity, so he 

goes to take a look—maybe he goes to be unimpressed, to prove his point, to hear this local 

yokel embarrass himself when Nathanael shines his sophisticated glance on him.  But instead, 

what he glimpses in even just this first brief meeting pulls the carpet of his own arrogance out 

from under his feet and he’s bowled over. 

 He’s—at least metaphorically—on his knees; and he calls Jesus the Son of God, he calls 

him the King of Israel.  And it’s such a dramatic turn of events, so unexpected; all he did was get 

up and go when his friend called him to “come and see.”   And we get the feeling that Jesus is 

about as surprised by this turn of events as Nathanael was.  All Jesus had done was to greet the 

cynic with genuine warmth, and mention that he’d noticed Nathanial even when he was over 

there under that fig tree—and Wham! Here’s Nathanael, all in for Jesus.  And it’s like Jesus is 

saying: “Woah, all this because I told you I saw you under that fig tree?  Well buckle up buddy, 

because this ride’s just getting started and you’re about to see a whole lot more than that!” 

 And Nathanael did.  He witnessed healings and Jesus’ power over nature, and the 

feedings of the thousands, and—most astounding of all: the resurrection of Christ.  In John we 

don’t hear a lot more about Nathanael, but he’s still there after the resurrection when a group of 

disciples go out fishing and Jesus provides this huge catch.  But the deal is that Nathanael has 

become a sign pointing to Jesus, calling others to come and see for themselves, and it all started 

when someone said, “Come and see” to him.  

 When I was in high school I was in Young Life—which is an evangelical Christian youth 

group.  Each week a bunch of kids from our school got together in the house of one of the kids... 

there might be 30 or 40—sometimes many more kids—crammed into a family room or basement 

for songs and skits and a short message about Jesus.  It was always a lot of fun.  And on the days 

we’d meet, the kids who’d been going would wear a pin that just said “Young Life.”  And when 

someone asked you about the pin—when they said, “So, what’s Young Life?”  You’d hand them 

a little map with the time of the meeting and say, “Come and see...”  And a lot of times people 

did... just because they could tell you were excited about it.  And they’d get there and they had 

fun too, and pretty soon they were showing up at school on meeting days wearing these pins, and 

inviting others to “Come and See.”  

 And I think about that in the context of our place and our culture.  Folks are worried that 

the church is disappearing as fast as the ice caps; people are worried because we don’t have as 

many people in the pews; people are worried that if the trends continue pretty soon we’ll be 

closing our doors and Christianity will fade into history.  Which—by the way—I’m not worried 

about.  I think God is so powerful and caring that God will always find new ways to keep this 

message alive. 

 But in terms of keeping this church and other churches healthy and thriving I have to 

wonder if our thinking gets narrowed down and so shaped by the business practices and norms of 
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our times that we put all our hope in the strategies and programs of the experts and forget the 

most important thing: we forget to open our mouths and say, “Hey, why not come and see?”  We 

forget that the most powerful tool of evangelism is one individual person who has a caring 

relationship with another individual.  We forget the power of open and honest relationships 

where people aren’t just trying to pull bodies into their church, but are always willing to share 

the joy, and strength, and the hope and support they find in church with those they truly care for. 

 Last week I talked a little about the Charismatic movement—which is composed of those 

churches that emphasize the role of the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit—and I really hope 

you heard me say that while I may not go along with all their traditions and beliefs I really am 

grateful for the way they serve as a constant reminder to all us other churches that we too need to 

heed the call of the Spirit and work in the power of the Spirit in our communities. 

 In a similar vein, this week I want to raise the Evangelical Churches—which are those 

denominations that prefer a more literal interpretation of scripture, demand that each individual 

makes a “decision” for Christ without which they cannot be saved, and stress that they must be 

about the business of witnessing to people to convert them to that form of Christian faith.  Now, 

I’ve told you before that I was raised in that form of faith, and that I became a Lutheran Christian 

as a very conscious choice to move away from that and into what I believe is a more grace-filled, 

and scripturally sound tradition... which is what I think the ELCA and other Mainline theologies 

offer.  But I have to say this: one of the gifts our Evangelical brothers and sisters offer is this 

focus on sharing our faith.  And that’s one of the things we Mainline Christians need to reassess 

and re-access. 

 We may not go about witnessing the same way Evangelicals do—we may not preach on 

street corners or hand out pamphlets door to door—and we may not witness for the same reasons 

the Evangelicals do—we may not be as worried that God is going to condemn all who don’t 

claim Christ as their Lord and Savior in this life to eternal hellfire and torment—but if we think 

we’ve found anything helpful in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus; if we think Jesus truly 

is the Messiah and the Son of God, and that Jesus is still relevant today; if we believe there’s 

something powerful and healthy and life-giving in following Jesus with a body of people who 

pray for and with us, and worship with us, and challenge us, and study with us, and encourage us 

in the name of our Lord... then we too should be sharing our faith with others.  We should be 

willing to say: “Christ has done so much for me, faith in God sustains me in times of trial, 

worshiping with others and learning more about how God revealed Gods’ self in the past—and 

hearing stories of how God is still revealing God’s self in the present—makes all the difference... 

And if you want to know more about what I’m talking about, ‘Come and See!’  Come and see. 

 “Come worship with us, come to Bible Study, come to our Midweek Lenten services, 

come for this crazy after-church Luau, come try the coffee, come to youth group, come quilt with 

us, come garden with us, come serve others with us... and keep your eyes and your hearts open, 

because we think it’s going to be as life changing—as life giving—for you as it is for us.  We 

truly believe God will meet you here, and you’ll sense God’s love here,  and you too will come 

to see that Jesus is indeed the Messiah, the Son of God and your life will be blessed by that 

truth.” 

 Truth is: I may not consider myself an “Evangelical” Christian any longer—although I 

am certainly a Christian—but even if I don’t agree with all the beliefs and traditions of the 

denominations that fall under that Evangelical umbrella, I am so grateful for what they bring to 

the table in terms of their love and commitment to sharing the gospel.  And I hope they will be 

signs for us—as Phillip was for Nathanael—and that their witness will encourage us to become 
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clearer signs for others.  And that we will be these signs only in the power, and for the glory of 

our God.  Amen. 


