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Text: John 1.6-8, 19-28 

 The Gospel of John is all about signs.  It’s about miracles that are more than just wonders 

to amaze people and draw attention to the powers of the performer: in John’s Gospel these 

wonders are “signs” that point to God’s power and God’s love and God’s nature.  Same with 

people: in John, more than any other Gospel, we see how people serve as signs that point others 

to God.  John the Baptist points his disciples to Jesus and they go after him.  Then one of those 

two goes and tells his brother and his brother follows Jesus too... and there are all of these 

connections, and all these connections are important  in as much as they point to the one who is 

important. 

 In our reading this morning, John is confronted by the priests and Levites.  And what they 

want to know is: “Just who do you think you are?”  And John’s response is all about humbling 

himself and pointing to Jesus.  He has no illusions of grandeur: he doesn’t believe he’s the light, 

or the Messiah, or the second coming of Elijah, or the prophet in the likeness of Moses they’ve 

been waiting for.  He’s just a voice... and I love that: it’s like he’s saying that he’s nothing but 

this whisper on the wind, a reminder, a voice echoing in the canyons of the wilderness. “Don’t 

look at me, I’m nothing, I’m breath, I’m just a voice.  The only thing of any worth is the 

message: ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ Get ready, he’s on his way. I’m not worthy to be 

the least of his slaves.  I’m nothing: he’s the one who is everything.” 

 And the very next thing in this gospel is that John sees Jesus in a crowd by the river and 

he points him out: “there he is: he’s the one!  And here’s how I know...” 

 And that’s John being John in the Gospel of John.  John points—always away from 

himself, always to Christ Jesus—and once he’s done this he is content to just fade away. 

 And what strikes me is how his life, his proclamation, his witness formed the first link in 

this chain of witnesses that has spanned the generations from the time of Christ to the time of us.  

He saw and he spoke, and he pointed to the God revealed in Christ Jesus.  And other’s heard his 

message: they saw the one he pointed to—and they followed Jesus—and they too became signs 

for others, who became signs for others, who became signs for others.  And without them we 

wouldn’t be here this morning.  Without them the message of God’s love that came to us in the 

child in the manger of Bethlehem would be lost in the obscurity of the past. 

 But because of them we’ve heard the word of hope: that God’s love is from everlasting to 

everlasting; that God cares for us enough to come to us; that God’s forgiveness is greater than 

any of our sins, greater than all of our sins; that God’s mercy covers us even when we are living 

out our godless worst... and that Christ Jesus didn’t just  come once with this message of hope, 

but that he’s coming again in  power and glory to set all things right. 

 That’s the message we’ve received from those who have been signs for us, and now it’s 

our turn to be signs for others.  People often tell me they just can’t figure out what their purpose 

is in life: well, this is it: to live as a witness to the God we’ve seen revealed in Christ Jesus.  To 

stand as a sign to our family and friends and neighbors and world, testifying to Christ through 

our words and our simple acts of love.  That’s the vocation of all who have been baptized into 

the family of God... no matter what we do to earn a living this is really the focal point and the 

purpose of our lives. 

 It’s interesting to me the way different denominations approach this aspect of our lives of 

discipleship.  To some witnessing is specific to what we say to lead others to Jesus... and I get 

that.  But for others the idea of witnessing is all about what we do to live out God’s love for the 

benefit of others through the way we share our money and our time with them.  And I get that 

too... but it’s seems like never the twain shall meet.  All too often it seems like the talkers don’t 
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place nearly so much value on the doing—the advocating for just social systems, and stocking 

the shelves of the food pantries, and donating to local charities.  And at the same time, the doers 

often don’t recognize the need to open their mouths and share the word of God, to clarify why 

they’re doing what they’re doing and in whose name they’re doing it. 

 That’s not always the case, but it seems like it is rare to find those who talk the talk and 

walk the walk... those who point to God both through their words and actions. 

 In my humble estimation, we Lutherans tend to do great on the doing, but we’re less 

comfortable with the talking... so this morning I want to remind us that we’re commissioned by 

Christ to do both, and since we’re Lutherans I want to focus particularly on the talking bit. 

 Here’s the thing: you don’t have to be Billy Graham to fulfill this part of our purpose.  

You don’t have to devote yourself to being a missionary in far off places, or a Bible thumper on 

the street corners.  You don’t have to have a seminary education.  You don’t have to have 

background in theological studies, and you don’t have to have the scriptures memorized verse by 

verse.  What we have to have is our eyes wide open to God at work in our lives.  What you have 

to have is some idea of why you believe what you believe about Jesus.  And you have to be 

courageous enough to share that when someone asks, or when someone is obviously in need. 

 And the thing is that witnessing to Christ Jesus isn’t an academic test, it’s a simple act of 

kindness.  It’s pointing away from us to the love and power of God that we’ve experienced 

through faith in Christ for the sake of those who are curious.  It’s being willing to say, “You 

know, when I was in the hospital I really felt God’s presence and support.”  It’s being willing to 

say, “Yeah, I believe in the power of prayer.  Things don’t always work out exactly the way I 

want, but I know God hears and cares.”  It’s about being willing to say, “I believe in Jesus not 

just because of what the Bible says, but because I sense Jesus in my life through the support of 

others, and the beauty of nature, and the hundreds of little things that are just a bit too normal to 

be considered miracles but are far too wonderful and timely and odd to just be considered 

coincidences.” 

 It’s about being willing to say what is true for you about God’s love in Christ Jesus to 

those that you really care about.  It’s about pointing to the truth that empowers your life so they 

might know that power in their own lives too.  Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God?  

Does that matter as much to you outside this church as it does inside this church?  Each week 

inside this church we confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed: “I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ God’s only Son, our 

Lord...”  And those are great words to recite and it’s wonderful what they can do as they pop up 

to remind us during the week of what we believe and who we believe in... but when we confess 

those words in here we’re just preaching to the choir.  We say those words in this safe place, 

among safe people who’ve already heard those words and probably believe those words pretty 

much the way that we do...  

 But what about those outside these four walls.  What about those who are living in the 

wilderness today.  What about those whose lives are hurting, whose hopes are thin, whose 

options are growing few and far between?  What about those who don’t believe—but might if 

they had a chance to hear those word, and through them be pointed toward Christ, our hope of 

peace and love and joy in this life and beyond.. 

 Friends, John the Baptist was willing to take that risk in a large way.  He was willing to 

humble himself and become a voice crying out in the wilderness... May we offer our lives and 

our voices to be added to the chain of witnesses for the sake of our brothers and sisters today in 
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this generation.  Through the power of the Spirit, to the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ... who was 

and is and is to come.  Amen 


