
Sermon for 5.26.19 “My Peace I Give You” Faith Lutheran Church 

1 
 

  In our Gospel today, Jesus has been telling his disciples that he’s going to be 

leaving them shortly and they’re worried about it, and they’re asking the questions anybody 

would ask: where are you going, why are you going, when will we see you again, and who’s 

going to take care of us while you’re gone?   

 And we sense at least anxiety in the disciples if not outright fear at this point.  But Jesus 

tells them not to be afraid—not to be afraid—because, he says: "I will not leave you orphaned; I 

am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because 

I live, you also will live.”   

 And Judas (not Iscariot) is like, “woa, woa, woa slow down there pardner.  How is it that 

we will see you, but the world will not?”  Like it’s some secret incantation they’re supposed to 

use, or a mysterious spiritual audience that they’ll be granted.  But Jesus just says, “if you love 

me you’ll hold my word dear—and as you live in my word my truth will be revealed to you.  

And I’m also going to send the Spirit to remind you of my word and teachings—and all I did 

with and for you—and in that way we will always be together.  And in that way you will know 

the fulness of my presence and my peace.” 

 So here’s what we’ve got: fully knowing that the manner of his brutal departure is going 

to scare the daylights out of his followers, Christ has promised them peace through his continued 

presence in the community of believers and, through the Spirit he promises will care for them in 

his supposed absence.  In a moment of impending fear, Jesus offers us peace. 

 And we access that peace through our faith in his ability to fulfil his promises: that he 

will indeed reveal himself to us as we abide in his words and teachings, and that he will be with 

us in the presence of the Spirit he promises to send to us. 

 And this gets right to what Judas (not Iscariot) was asking.  “How will you reveal 

yourself to us and not to everybody?”  Jesus response is that, as we live in him and embrace his 

word, we’ll find the truth of his word and teachings; but those who don’t live in him simply 

won’t be able to confirm the truth of his teaching through their own experience. 

 Jesus had just washed his disciple’s feet and given them that New Commandment.  And 

that new commandment is not just that we should love one another—we’ve heard that part 

before—the new part is how we’re supposed to do it.  And it turns out that the way we’re 

supposed to love one another is “just like Jesus loved us.”  

 And that’s a tough order to fill.  Think about loving others by feeding them, healing 

them, offering them hope and peace and welcome and forgiveness regardless of whether they are 

our friends or enemies.  Think about washing one another’s feet, think about turning the other 

cheek, think about giving without expecting to receive anything in return, think about standing 

up to evil for the sake of another person no matter the cost, think of the kind of courage and 

patience and sacrifice and commitment that kind of love takes... 

 That’s the word of Christ we’re supposed to abide in... And abiding in it isn’t just about 

reflecting on it and forcing ourselves to believe it’s true in an abstract sense.  Abiding in it means 

we take it so fully to heart that it flows out of us in our everyday actions and decisions. 

 And this is certainly a kind a philosophy of love that the world doesn’t resonate with.  We 

think of this kind of love as being for those suckers out there that are willing to let others use 

them like door mats, and we just don’t get what they can possibly get out of loving others as 

Jesus loved us other than a weary life and an empty pocketbook and the opportunity to remain 

forever the lowest person on the social ladder... the one others climb over to reach the top. 

 The world asks, “How do you get ahead if you don’t assert yourself and place your own 

needs and concerns above those of others?  What is it that you get out of loving others in the 

manner that Jesus loved?” 
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 And my response is: peace... I get peace.  And the way I get this peace is that in 

following Jesus—at least in the manner and to the degree that I’ve been able to thus far—I see 

that the promises he made are true.  It is in giving that we truly receive, it is in dying to ourselves 

that we truly find life, it is in following him on the path of the cross that we find hope and a deep 

joy that enriches our lives so much more than just pandering after a shallow form of happiness.   

 Following him and abiding in his word just confirms the truth of his life and identity. 

Abiding in him reveals to us—through our actual experiences of life—that he spoke the truth and 

led us in right paths from the very beginning.  Abiding in him reveals that he is by nature true to 

his word... and that gives us hope that he will indeed be with us always; that he will walk with us 

even through the darkest valleys of this life... for he never promised to shield us from the 

hardships of this world—he never promised to insulate us from the realities of human life.  But 

he has promised to be with us, walk with us, lead us, and prepare places for us in the eternal 

kingdom of his father. 

 And he was absolutely right when he told the disciples that this would be revealed to 

them and not to the world...  not that he was hiding this great spiritual truth from anyone... Far 

from it! He simply knew that without grasping it and living into it they couldn’t know it—they 

could never know it for themselves without experiencing it for themselves. 

 I know I’ve said this before, but I think it bears saying again... one of the most 

heartbreaking experiences I’ve known is sitting with people who are going through a crisis or 

grieving a recent death—people who haven’t been a part of a worshiping body, or haven’t been 

nurturing their faith life, people who haven’t been in any sense of the word intentionally 

“abiding” in Christ or his word—and now, suddenly they’re in crisis and they want an instant 

injection of faith to take away the pain and give them some kind of comfort and assurance... And 

my heart goes out to them—and I offer them whatever the Spirit gives me to comfort them in 

that moment... but it’s not the same as a faith that has grown through the experience of abiding in 

Christ over the years and knowing—deep down in your soul—that God’s love is real and God’s 

power is real and God’s grace and promises—all God’s promises—are trustworthy and true. 

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”  The peace of the 

world is a fickle thing.  Rome offered the people the famed Pax Romana—the Peace of Rome—

which was founded on military might and fueled by fear.   

But the peace Jesus offered was different.  In the Greek the word is Eivrh,nh—which 

translates to something like inner peace or tranquility.  But the peace Jesus was talking about was 

based on the Hebrew word shalom which is about peace and justice, and celebration and 

wholeness. Shalom, isn’t just an end to fears. Shalom is about the health and vitality and welfare 

of a people living in the covenant of God’s grace. This is a peace intrinsically bound to justice. 

Without justice, this peace is impossible and without this kind of peace, no real justice can exist. 

It’s only in a world full of peace grounded in justice that we can know the fullness of God’s 

designs for creation.  And justice starts when we truly love one another as Jesus loved us. 

So, we’ve come full circle, the peace Jesus envisions for his disciples and the world 

comes about when we hold on tight to his continuing presence through his words and 

teachings—as pressed upon our hearts by the Holy Spirit—that we might love others as he loved 

us—that the world might experience a life giving, deep and richly satisfying fullness of peace 

that saturates every part of creation. 

May we offer thanks for the grace of Christ’s constant presence, grasp Christ’s vision, 

embrace the Spirit he sends us, and live as agents of his shalom as we abide in his word for the 

sake of our anxious and frightened world... Amen. 


