
Sermon for 5.7.17 “Jesus the Gate” Faith Lutheran Church 

Text: John 10.1-10 

 Okay, so I get that this is Good Shepherd Sunday, and I get how Jesus is the Good 

Shepherd who cares for us, loves us, and calls us by name and everything.  And I get how that’s 

a very comforting “feel good” kind of image.  But the truth is: the Gospel reading designated for 

this particular Good Shepherd Sunday is only that kind of image in a roundabout sort of way. 

 This story is actually part of the conclusion of the story of Jesus restoring sight to the 

man who’d been born blind.  And the deal is that Jesus had the unmitigated gall to have done this 

wonderful good work on a Sabbath day.  And this just drove the Pharisees wild.  How could a 

good person, a holy person, a righteous person do such “work” on the Sabbath?  To them this 

was a direct violation of the commandment to honor the Sabbath and keep it holy... So for Jesus 

to claim to be a prophet, or the Messiah or—Lord forbid—the Son of God... and do such blatant 

acts of disobedience seemed impossible and blasphemous. 

 So they call Jesus on this.  They interrogate the man who had been born blind, they 

interrogate his parents, they rant at Jesus, and then they interrogate the man who’d been blind 

again.  And when the man whose sight had been restored implied that Jesus might be a good man 

and that maybe even the Pharisees would want to follow him they totally flipped out. 

 They shouted out that they’d never follow Jesus.  They knew God, you see—they knew 

what God was like and what God wants from us—they could discern good from evil and Jesus 

was clearly evil.  So they cast the man who could now see out of the synagogue; they 

excommunicated him.  And they said that Jesus clearly was possessed by some demonic power 

to be able to do what he’d done and simultaneously show so little regard for God’s laws. 

 And it’s at about this point that Jesus says to the man who’d been born blind, and the 

crowd, and to the Pharisees among them:  “‘I came into this world for judgment so that those 
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who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind."  [And] some of the Pharisees 

near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we’re not blind, are we?" [And] Jesus said to them, 

"If you were blind, you’d not have sin. But now that you say, 'We see,' your sin remains.” 

 And that’s where our text kicks in.  Immediately Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell 

you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief 

and a bandit.”  So what’s he saying here?  He’s saying the Pharisees are a bunch of thieves and 

bandits who prey on the poor sheep that they’re supposed to care for.  And he says he will have 

none of it.  He says that his purpose is to protect the sheep from the likes of them.  His purpose is 

to care for the sheep that they’ve misused, abused, and misled.  His purpose is to love the sheep; 

to be a wall, a gatekeeper, a gate between them and those who would feed off them.  Basically 

he’s saying, “You want to keep burying these people under the burdens of your overly zealous 

interpretations of the law; you want to keep manipulating them into abiding by your strict rituals 

and traditions; you want to keep sucking the life out of them; you want to keep forcing your 

image of a wrathful, vengeful, stern, coldblooded God on them... Over my dead body!” 

 This part of the dialogue is so pointed, so clear... and I just love the way the Pharisees 

don’t get it.  Of course they don’t!  He’s talking a different language than they talk; how could 

they understand?  He’s starting with a clear and intimate knowledge of the God they can only see 

through the distorted lenses of their legalism. They’re blind to the reality of the loving God 

who’s standing right in front of them; and the real horror of the situation is that they’re trying to 

spread their blindness to all the rest of the people: all the sheep.  They’ve trapped themselves in 

the illusion that God cares much more about laws and rules and regulations than God could 

possibly care about the people.  And Jesus is there to say: “No! I don’t like it: reverse it!”   
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 The thing is: the Pharisees aren’t bad people—they’re good people—they’ve just bought 

into this lie about the nature of God.  And that lie has twisted them to the point where they love 

the law and use people, when—in fact—they should’ve been using the law as a means to love 

people.  

 You know, in the Gospels about the only ones that get Jesus’ dander up are the religious 

leaders: the scribes and Pharisees and priests.  Which—I admit—makes me a little nervous.  He 

loves and serves the outcasts of society, the poor, the demon possessed, the well-known sinners, 

the foreigners, the hated enemy troops that occupy the nation... You have a tough time finding 

anyone that Jesus has a harsh word for... other than the scribes and Pharisees and priests. 

 But for them he’ll make an exception. And we often think this is just a matter of two 

parties vying for authority among the people.  But that’s not 

anywhere near the whole picture.  This is a much deeper matter—

this is personal to Jesus as the Son of God.  Their view of God as a 

dour-lipped, bean counting, cold hearted judge of righteousness is 

an affront to the character of God; and it also creates a nearly 

insurmountable obstacle to those who might otherwise come to 

know the real nature of God and find hope and peace and freedom 

and even joy through it... joy that might sustain them in this life.  So Jesus just can’t let it pass; 

he has to call them on it and he has to do it in public so the people know exactly where he stands 

on the issue. 

 And where he stands is right in the gap, right between the people—his sheep—and those 

who would use them to spread their cancerous theology among them.  He loves them so very 

much that he’s willing to lay down his life—if need be—to protect them from that false 
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misguided view of God.  And of course, he did lay down his life for these people—these sheep—

that he loved so much.  And you know what I think is such an incredible testimony to his love is 

the fact that even as he laid down his life—as he was moments from his death—he offered 

nothing but love and forgiveness from the cross... yes, even to the Pharisees and scribes and 

priests who had put him there. 

 He was God the Son, the true revelation of God’s nature, God’s thoughts, God’s values 

and ideals here on earth, and he never once issued the equivalent of a spiritual speeding ticket or 

an immorality citation.  And from that cross he never once said: “Well, this is going to look bad 

on your record now isn’t it?  This is certainly a crime that 

going to place your salvation into jeopardy.”  No, what he said 

was, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.” 

 Take that you Pharisees!  Take that you scribes, take 

that you chief priests; take that every one of you that thinks 

God is sizing you up according to the laws you keep and the 

rules you break and is just waiting to toss you into the eternal 

klink and throw away the key.  Take that.  Take what?  Take compassion where you would have 

shown none; take mercy where you would have given nothing but the letter of the law; take love 

and forgiveness where you had every right to expect eternal condemnation.  Take that. 

 And the truth is: this would hardly be worth saying if it weren’t for the fact that even after 

his forgiveness, his death, his resurrection and ascension, the Pharisees live on—grasping to their 

previous claims.  In the Christian community today we call it “works righteousness,” which is 

the philosophy that we are more ready to trust what we do rather than who our God is.  And 

those who hold to this view just can’t believe in a God who would be so merciful—a God who 
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would love so indiscriminately—can’t believe in a God who 

would choose forgiveness over strict justice, love people more 

than the law. 

 But, according to the stories we have of Jesus, and in 

particular, this story of the man born blind—and the Pharisees and 

the God of love among us—this is exactly the God we do have. 

 May we be a people who place our trust not in the lies of 

the thieves and bandits, but the love of God revealed in our Good 

Shepherd, our gatekeeper, our gate—and may we live to proclaim 

the love he revealed to us to those who still fear the God who they 

believe comes to steal their joy and hope and peace... may we 

show them Christ Jesus instead.  Amen. 
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