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Text:  Acts 2.1-21  

 This week I want to focus on the 2
nd

 chapter of Acts.  It’s such an amazing 

story, filled with fire and rushing winds, and people who just unaccountably start 

speaking in foreign languages, and people who are transformed and converted 

through their words.  And there’s all this drama, all these supernatural special 

effects, and we get all caught up in the amazing pyrotechnics of the deal. 

 And every now and then the church cries out, “Why not us, Lord?”  We look 

with awe and envy at these stories of Holy power and want to gr ab a little for 

ourselves.  We want to hear the rushing wind, to speak in foreign tongues; we want 

the fire to come and rest on us.  And there have been people and churches who 

have claimed the gifts of tongues and healing and prophecy over the years, and 

there have been people who have gloried in the power, and—unfortunately—have 

used that power for their own glory.  And it seems like these dances with the Spirit 

come in cycles—in waves—but they never really last all that long... and I wonder 

why? 

 I get the urge to covet these gifts of the Spirit.  I mean, for me it’s the 

power—it’s wanting to have that kind of power at my fingertips, it’s wanting to  

amaze my friends, it’s wanting to have people swoon when they see the powers I 

control.  But that’s so not what the gifts of the Spirit are about. 

 You know what I think?  I think this story in Acts is kind of like those story 

problems our 3rd grade math teacher used to give us: “If Judy has thirteen goats, 

and Joe has four oranges, when lightning strikes the flagpole how long will take for 

the referee to cancel the ballgame?”  Those story problems we used to get, the 

biggest hurdle was to figure out what information was useful and necessary, and 

what information just distracted you from the really important stuff. 

 Tongues of fire descend on the disciples in that room, but the gift of the 

Spirit isn’t about those tongues of fire.  There are sounds of a great rushing wind 
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filling the house, but the gift isn’t about the noisiness.  And people speak in foreign 

languages causing confusion and grabbing attention... but I don’t even think the 

gift of the Spirit is about those foreign languages.   

 I think the key that’s almost hidden in this story is there in verse 11.  After 

listing all the folks from neighboring countries who made up the crowd, it says that 

what they heard in their own language was the disciples speaking about God’s 

deeds of power.  And what I can’t help thinking is that while we’re busy oohing 

and awing at the special effects, we’re missing the heart of the matter.  The 

question really isn’t: “Has a tongue of fire hovered over you,” or “can you speak in 

foreign tongues you never learned?”  The question is: has the fire of the Spirit 

loosened your tongue to speak about the mighty deeds of God in the language that 

you do know? 

 That’s the gift of the Spirit that we need, and that’s the gift of the Spirit that 

every last one of us should be able to claim.  Don’t waste 

your time waiting for the dramatic gifts of God—maybe 

God will grant them to you if God sees that they could 

actually benefit the community and that you have the 

humility to use them to God’s glory alone.  But instead 

claim the tongue of fire that God has given you; claim the 

tongue that can tell the stories of God’s mighty deeds.   

 If you want to call on God to grant you a gift, ask for a fire to fill you with a 

sense of wonder in the God who created this world and filled it with the splendid 

features and creatures we see all around us.  Ask for a fire that will remind you of 

God’s amazing power to sustain this world and everything in it.  Ask for a fire to 

embolden you to immerse yourself in the stories of God’s mighty works in the past 

as he freed and led his people.  Ask for a fire to open your eyes to the nuances of 

the love and mercy of God revealed in Christ Jesus. Ask for a fire that will kindle 

The thing is: the more we open 

ourselves to the stories of God’s 

mighty deeds in the past, the more 

we join in the Psalms that retell 

the wonders of God’s works, 
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in you the curiosity and wisdom to see God moving in your life—and our lives—

right here and now. 

 And the beauty of the Spirit is that this fire isn’t just something God drops 

on us once in a while from the far reaches of heaven and then burns out... The 

thing is: the more we open ourselves to the stories of God’s mighty deeds in the 

past, the more we join in the Psalms that retell the wonders of God’s works, the 

more we use our spiritual eyes to see and claim the works of the still living and 

powerful God around us, the higher that fire blazes within us.  And the more 

sincerely and earnestly and the more humbly we want to let it out, to share the 

message of God’s deeds with those around us. 

 In his letter, James is worried about the damage that the tongue can do... 

And we know he’s right.  He says: “How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 

And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of 

iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on 

fire by hell.” 

 And I hear that and think, “Absolutely, you’re right James, the tongue is 

tricky and potentially dangerous... But on the other hand the tongue is also an 

incredible powerful gift given to us to spread the good news of the love of God—

and the truth of God’s grace.  The tongue can set the forest ablaze with good as 

well as evil.  And while we always need to be careful of how we use our tongues, I 

believe we Lutherans fall far closer to the sin of silence than the sin of offending 

others with our message of God’s goodness.  And I think that’s a real shame. 
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 Today we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, the day the Spirit blazed in the early 

community of believers and drove the huddled few who were hiding behind closed 

doors out of the house and into the streets where they opened their mouths and 

spoke of the mighty deeds of God—and chief among those deeds was the power 

God had shown through Jesus— the love of God he revealed from the cross, and 

the power that resurrected him from the dead. 

 And the people were amazed by their message, and they were convicted by 

their words. And some may have shrugged it off and laughed and went their way, 

but we’re told some took it to heart, and they opened a place in their hearts to 

imagine this new thing the disciples had spoken of, and about 3,000 were added to 

their number that day. 

 3,000 came to believe that God truly loved 

them; 3,000 came to trust that God forgave them 

from all of their sins; 3,000 claimed the hope that 

God’s love was real, God’s power was nearby, 

God’s Kingdom was sweeping over them.  And 

friends, that’s what the Spirit can still do in and 

through us today.  And no, I’m not worried about 

the numbers.  I’m not fixated on this three thousand 

thing, I’m not even worried about filling our 

pews—God can do that, and God will do that if 

that’s good and right and necessary. 

 What I’m excited about and what I’m 

anxious for is the life changing—life giving—

impact of the word of God on just one individual.  

I’m excited for the possibilities that the Spirit, 

speaking through you, will reach out and touch one person in need—one person 

I’m excited for the 
possibilities that the 

Spirit, speaking through 
you, will reach out and 

touch one person in 
need—one person who is 
lonely or depressed, one 
person who might feel 
that no one cares, one 
person who might have 
nearly given up on God, 
who will hear through 
you that there are still 
people who believe in 

God. 
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who is lonely or depressed, one person who might feel that no one cares, one 

person who might have nearly given up on God, who will hear through you that 

there are still people who believe in God.  There are still people who talk to God 

and listen to God and see God in the beauty of nature, and see God in the everyday 

miracles of life, and claim the mighty works of God, and in particular, claim the 

compassion and power of God revealed in Christ Jesus. 

 This Pentecost season we will be calling for the fire of the Spirit to fill us, 

transform us, bring us new life, and send us out for the sake of our community and 

our world.  Come, Holy Spirit. Come and fill this church and each person here, 

open our hearts and minds, and loosen our tongues with the word of your grace.  

And may this be only in your power and to your glory.  Now and forever. Amen.    


