
Sermon for 5.12.10 “Tell it Plainly” Faith Lutheran Church 

 Right from the start of John’s Gospel we’ve understood his thesis:  Jesus and God the 

Father, the Creator, the sustainer are linked and engaged and intertwined in ways that make them 

all but inseparable.  Jesus is the Word of God: all the thoughts and teaching and longings and 

desires and hopes and creative impulses of God are made visible to us in his human form.  Jesus 

is the Son of God in a way that is unique to him and tied up in the very essence of his being... it’s 

so much more than the idea that he was just kind of at the top of his class at rabbi school, or that 

he was the best of all the prophets, or that his grasp of the moral codes and laws of his time was 

lightyears ahead of his contemporaries... 

 John’s thesis is that Jesus was—in a very real way—the only begotten Son of God. God 

from God, light from light, true God of true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father, through whom all things were made... From the very beginning that’s the idea John sets 

out... and his Gospel account of Jesus’ life and actions is intended to prove this assertion to us. 

 And in our text this morning we have something of a climax arising when the religious 

leaders—who had been dogging Jesus and trying to disprove his claims and undermine his 

mission before the people –get right in his face and they basically say: “We’ve had it with you, 

you’re draining the life out of us as you dance around the issue hiding behind all the metaphors 

and figures of speech.  Just tell us plainly who you are... tell us if you are the Messiah.”   

 And I picture Jesus kind of shaking his head and smiling at them and saying... “Isn’t that 

what I’ve been telling you all along?  Isn’t that what all my metaphors and figures of speech 

have been just crying out to you?  You want to know if I’m the Messiah, you want me to say it 

plainly. Okay. Yes, I am the Messiah... and so much more than the Messiah.  All of my words 

and all of the incredible—the miraculous—signs of God’s love and power that I have done 

among you have witnessed to this: I and the Father are one!” 

 And that was it... that was all the Pharisees needed to hear.  That was plenty plain: and in 

their minds that was blasphemy plain and simple.  It was considered a crime worth the 

punishment of death for any mere mortal to claim that they were in any way the same or equal to 

God!”  So they reached down to pick up the stones they’d throw at him to kill him on the spot... 

 But Jesus diverts them and escapes them for the moment.  And he goes on with his life 

and ministry as he continues to teach them—and I’d note that Jesus doesn’t use parables in a 

John’s Gospel as he uses them in Matthew, Mark and Luke.  There we’re told that he spoke to 

the people only in parables and without them he said nothing to them lest they would see and 

hear and understand—but here in John Jesus speaks without parables in these long monologues 

that are intended to show us the mystery of his oneness with the God the Father and the Father’s 

love for us all. 

 And here, even the figures of speech he chooses to share with us seem to be for the very 

purpose of making the hidden plain so that we can see and grasp the loving power of our God.  

And one of the great figures in John’s Gospel is that of Jesus as the one who loves and cares for 

us with all the power of the Creator of the cosmos and all the intimacy of our own tender and 

compassionate Good Shepherd.   

 And this was a figure that these people would resonate with... they’d seen shepherds, 

they’d heard them calling their sheep on the hills around their villages.  They’d heard stories of 

good Shepherds who fended off wolves and bandits, and saved sheep from deep ravines, and 

carried the lost and hurt sheep home on their shoulders.   They knew shepherds in ways that we 

certainly don’t...  But what we can take from this image is that our God is not somewhere out 

there a zillion lightyears away from us observing or directing the course of our world with 

dispassionate calculations...   
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 The God Jesus claims to be one with is revealed through Christ as a caring trustworthy 

God who knows our names... Imagine that: The God of all creation knows you by name and calls 

your name tenderly and cares for your wellbeing.  Imagine a God you can trust with your life and 

your hopes and your future and all your cares no matter how complex or embarrassing or trivial 

they may seem.  Imagine a God who would seek you when you’re lost and lead you home.  

Imagine a God who would risk his life to protect you from danger.  Imagine a God who would 

lead you along good paths when you’re confused; a God who would carry you on his shoulders 

when you are hurt.  Imagine a God who is truly that kind of good shepherd. 

And the beauty of Jesus’ witness to this God is that that wasn’t just words he tossed out... 

That was how he lived; everything about him revealed this powerful, compassionate, intimate 

God to us.  We see it in the way he fed the hungry, and healed the sick, and sat and talked with 

the Samaritan woman at the well.  We see it revealed in the way he walked on water and gave 

sight to the blind and stood up for the woman who had been condemned by all those self-

righteous others for the act of adultery.  We see it in the way he raised the dead for the sake of 

the grieving, and stood in solidarity with the poor and the outcasts and those who were 

considered nothing but no-account, good for nothing, sinners... We see it in the way he washed 

the feet of his disciples and carried his own cross on the way to his death; and in the way he 

breathed on his disciples and commissioned them to go out and do all the works that he had once 

done, confident in the power of the Spirit and the knowledge that he would be present with them 

as they now did his works for the sake of the world. 

And I’ll tell you the truth: I just love the fact that Jesus not only told those who had asked 

him to tell them who he was in plain language exactly who he was in the very clearest of words, 

but I also love how he went on to say, “And if you still don’t believe my words then at least look 

at my works and perhaps they’ll convince you that I am who I’ve said that I am.” 

 For me it’s the words of Jesus backed up by his works—both his bold nature-defying 

miracles as well as the mundane miracles of his constant humble love—that drive this message 

home.  Who is he?  Who else could do the things he has done?  Who else could tame the wind 

and storms and give sight to the blind; and heal the lepers and raise the dead?  And who else 

would love the way that he loved: who else would go to the forgotten and the despised and the 

forbidden and the outcasts of society and proclaim that God has a heart for them and room for 

them—and places of privilege and power for them—in the glorious kingdom of our Lord?  Who 

else would face the cross for us, who else would die for us with forgiveness on his lips, who else 

would—or could—rise for us to raise us up with him to live as good shepherds in his image for 

the sake of our world? 

 And that’s what drives me to hear the question these Pharisees are asking him as the 

question that we should actually be asking ourselves.  “Stop beating around the bush and tell us 

in plain language who you are?”  Are you followers of Christ?  Do you believe that he was truly 

the Son of God?  Has his power and compassion convinced you that he and the God he reveals 

are really deeply and constantly Good shepherds?  And if so, can you not only tell this to others 

in plain words, but can you show it—to one degree or another—through a life lived with the 

same kind of humble and far reaching compassion that marked his life so very clearly? 

 Friends, I know that I’m not there yet... but my prayer is that God would strengthen and 

guide me to grow closer and closer to the image of the Son, that I might care for others as he 

cares for us... And I pray that we all would be empowered by the Spirit to not only embrace our 

Good Shepherd... but to go out into the world as people transformed by his love into good 

shepherds for the sake of our neighbors and our world... Amen.  


