
Sermon for n5.13.18 “Got Eternal Life?” Faith Lutheran Church 

 Today we celebrate mothers; we remember that they are our source, they brought us into 

this life; they nurtured us; and—to the best of their abilities—they prepared us to enjoy this life.  

And that seems like a good place to start this sermon, because today I really want to explore this 

idea of life... particularly eternal life. 

 Through the grace of God, our mother’s brought us into this life, but First John tells us: 

that “God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life...” And he 

goes on to say: “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that 

you may know that you have eternal life.” 

 What do you think of when you think of eternal life?  How many of you think of 

“heaven”—or something like it—first off?  Yeah, I wouldn’t be surprised if that were the first 

and only thing that the vast majority of us think of when we think of eternal life.  That’s how 

many of the evangelists and preachers and songwriters of the past few generations have 

described eternal life.  It’s been all about what happens on the other side of the grave. 

 And I need to say that that is a very valid aspect of it.  There is an aspect of eternal life 

that’s about an everlasting joyous reunion with our loved ones in the presence of God; a time 

when our sorrows are put in the past and every tear is dried, every illness is healed, and joy and 

hope and wonder replace all our fears and doubts and boredom.   

 And the knowledge of that aspect of eternal life is one that can bring us hope in this life.  

It is—perhaps—the light at the end of the tunnel that sometimes empowers us to deal with the 

griefs and pains and frustrations of this world... And that can be a big help at times. 

 However, I know some folks who set their lives on hold here in this life as they await the 

glory of the life to come.  A Theologian named Jürgen Moltmann puts it like this: “All too often, 

the hope for a fulfilled life ‘there’ draws off love from this life here, so that people feel that life 

here is like a waiting room for eternity, and only participate in it half-heartedly.”  That’s just 

‘theologian talk’ for folks who are too “heavenly-minded to be any earthly good!” I’ve seen that 

happen... in myself sometimes, let alone in the lives of others. 

 And I think that’s where fleshing out the idea of eternal life can be helpful, because this 

eternal life that Jesus and his followers spoke of was one that begins—not just after death—but 

right here in the now.  For them eternal life wasn’t just about an endless string of days.  It 

actually had more to do with the quality of those days.  Eternal life was about us sharing—on 

this side of the veil—in the kind of life lived in God’s Kingdom.  It’s about us experiencing the 

qualities of life that have a permanent value, a laudable value, an excellence in synch with the 

life to come! 

 The idea is that we don’t have to wait for heaven; God’s gift of eternal life can well-up in 

us today as a life that is fulfilling and satisfying, rich and joyous, worthwhile and filled with 

blessings to the one living it as well as those who are in relationship with that one. 

 That’s the other part of eternal life... the part that doesn’t get as much airtime as the 

“heavenly” part.  That’s the part Christ said is sweeping over us even now.  The gift we’re given 

through Christ is much more than just the promise of a condo in paradise in the hereafter.  It’s a 

life—today—that resonates with the life of the Kingdom of God. 

 You know that prayer we pray each Sunday—the Lord’s Prayer?  It has this line that 

goes, “Thy Kingdom Come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven...”  That’s about us 

crying out for God’s Spirit to plant this eternal life in us and fulfil God’s promise by spreading it 

through us to all of creation. It’s about submitting ourselves to the Spirit to guide us to live out 

the love of Christ and find that in doing so we’re living the life of ‘Thy Kingdom’—and 

experiencing some of its benefits—right here on earth.  

 Maybe we’re not freed from the pains humans suffer; we’re not freed from the way 

sacrificing and working for others can exhaust us and cramp our style; we’re not reimbursed in 
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ways that fill our bank accounts or improve our health or make all our wishes come true in this 

life.  But in as much as God’s Spirit enlightens and empowers us to live our lives as reflections 

of the life of God’s Kingdom we know the deep joy and peace of the Kingdom in this life.  And 

you can’t tell me it ain’t so because I’ve experienced it myself and I’ve seen it in many of you! 

 And it’s just as true for communities as it is for individuals.  John’s responding to the 

question “how do we know we if have this eternal life that Jesus talked about?”  And the ‘we’ is 

the community of believers.  How do we know we’re not just wasting our time following some 

fake teachings; how do we know we’ve got this eternal life?”   

 And the author tells them that the evidence is there if they’ll just look for it.  When I was 

growing up, my church taught that you know you’ve got eternal life if you’re filled with joy, if 

you don’t sin, and if God is prospering you in material ways.  I well remember being taught that 

“If you’re sad you must be either sick or bad” and through the associative property of “churchy 

slogans” we also assumed that if you were sick you were either sad or bad, or if you were bad 

you must be sad or sick”... rubbish!  John doesn’t stoop so low.  Instead he asks us to consider 

these questions: Are you loving one another?  Do you find yourselves laying down your lives for 

one another?  Do you share your worldly goods with those in need?  And, are you obeying Jesus' 

commandment to believe in his name and love others? 

 Now keep in mind—these are not the prerequisites to ‘earning’ eternal life—that’s God’s 

gift freely given to us in and through Jesus—these are simply the “marks” that eternal life is 

welling up in us in this life.  It’s not about our emotions, our wealth, or our health.  It’s about 

God’s Spirit living in us and working in such a way that the values of the eternal Kingdom are 

flowing out of us on this side of the grave. 

 And I think of our congregation in the light of those marks.  I see people supporting each 

other in the narthex, people who laugh together, people who visit one another when they’re sick 

or lonely, who drop off meals to those who just need a little something to pick them up.  I see 

people who share their love for others through quilts and luncheons and food baskets.  I see 

people who give—not just from their excess—but, when the need arises, even after they feel the 

pinch.  I see people who have taken a chance embracing strangers in our midst, people who pray 

for the sick, send cards to the lonely, tend our gardens, invite our neighbors, clothe the naked, 

feed the hungry, and welcome the stranger...  And I think of how all this stems from our 

thankfulness for God’s love for us—a love we’ve seen revealed in Christ Jesus who lived and 

died and rose again to bring us the good news that God loves us always, loves us in spite of our 

worst shortcomings and faults, loves us constantly, loves us perfectly, loves us eternally... 

 You know what?  I think this community just might be experiencing something of that 

kind of eternal life right now.  It’s not the happy-clappy eternal life of the prosperity gospel—

that false teaching that if we pray right and give enough money God will compensate us with 

physical wealth and health in this world.  That’s not what eternal life is about.  In fact that’s the 

opposite of eternal life—that’s ‘the good life’ as defined by this world—but it’s a self-centered 

life... it’s based on the illusion that it’s the stuff we have—including the “spiritual” stuff we 

covet—that will make us happy, and that if we hoard it for ourselves we’ve got it made.   

 But what you folks seem to know—at least from the marks I’ve seen—is that it’s in 

sharing our love with others—just as Christ shared his love with us—that we find the life that is 

true, golden, rich and permanent; and filled with that joy that is so much deeper than ‘happiness.’  

Sometimes it’s hard, sometimes it hurts... but even in the hurting we find kernel of the eternal: 

the life planted in us that rises for the life of God’s beloved creation.  May you continue to know 

the blessing of the eternal life that Christ fills us with—here today—and forever more, as we 

share his love with others... in his name and to his glory. Amen. 


