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 The Kingdom of Heaven is like, the Kingdom of Heaven is like, the Kingdom of heaven 

is like.  That’s the refrain in our readings: it’s the drumbeat, the rhythm.  It’s obvious Jesus has 

been inundated by the question: “what’s it like; what’s it like?”  And it’s equally obvious that 

he’s found it difficult to put it into words they could understand... And, how could you express 

spiritual realities that no human eye has ever seen, in terms the human mind can comprehend. 

 We’re captivated by the question, although we seem mostly concerned with just one 

aspect of it.  For the most part folks aren’t asking what the Kingdom of Heaven is like, what I 

hear them asking is what “heaven” is like.  It’s like we’re not nearly as concerned about “Thy 

Kingdom come” as we are with our personal heavenly ever-after.  Really, most of us are much 

more interested in the geography and the accoutrements of the hereafter than we are with the 

Kingdom of Heaven that Jesus was talking about. 

 The difference here is the difference between a person looking to buy into a time share on 

an exotic island and a person joining a social revolution.  And in a deep way I think what Jesus is 

talking about is a social—a spiritual—revolution.  Problem is: he’s talking about this revolution 

to people who are just looking for a nicely appointed waterfront condo with an eternal lease.   

 Please don’t get me wrong: I believe in both: I believe there is a heaven prepared for us 

by our loving God, but I also think there is this nascent Kingdom of Heaven planted in our 

world, planted in us, fomenting just under the surface, that sprouts up every now and again, 

reflecting God’s love, God’s values, God’s priorities and concerns and compassions and dreams 

for our world.  And that’s the Kingdom of Heaven Jesus is talking about in these parables.   
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 He’s talking about this world transformed into a reflection of the heavenly Kingdom; 

God’s domain.  He’s talking about this world bearing the signs and markings—the characteristics 

and traits—of the reign of God... that’s the Kingdom of Heaven in these parables. 

 So, first off we have to get it into our minds that what he’s talking about isn’t so much the 

details of our afterlife and who is going to be allowed through the pearly gates... He’s talking 

about the impact and effects of God’s reign transforming this earth.  He’s talking about how it 

takes root, and how it changes us and our society.   

 And there’s something edgy in the illustrations he uses.  The mustard seed was believed 

to be unclean in ancient Israel... it was a weed, not appropriate to be planted in your garden.  

Leaven was hardly ever a positive thing in the Old Testament, it was considered common and the 

common was less than holy; it was unleavened bread that was holy.  Finding treasure and 

reburying it was suspicious—both for the greediness of the action—like the greediness of the one 

who had to have that pearl of great value—and also due to the inherent  shiftiness of the way he 

goes about the deal... which can also be seen in the “hiding” of the leaven in the flour.   

 So Jesus uses these uncomfortable, non-conforming, less than traditional images to draw 

his hearers in.  And—in a way what he’s doing is demonstrating how a citizen of God’s New 

Order can reach into the past to draw out treasures from there, but can also reach into the now 

and draw out new examples from his store of those. 

 And here he reveals aspects of the Kingdom through his stories: it starts small and grows 

like a weed; it acts on us in mysterious ways; and if we recognized the true value of the Kingdom 

we’d be willing to trade everything we’ve got for it... anything...  everything... gladly! 

 Jesus illustrates these things through these five parables... but no single sermon can deal 

adequately with all of them, so today I just want to take that final image, because I think it can be 
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the most troublesome for us.  I want to explore this idea that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a net 

that catches up all sorts of things.  But first I want to emphasize that this parable is to be read in 

continuity with the other parables in this section; it would be unjustified for us to all of a sudden 

start reading this parable in a very different manner than the others.  I say this because it’s so 

tempting to read all the other parables as though they deal with God’s rule and God’s ways 

spreading through this world and then—suddenly switch modes and read this one as though it’s 

about who will make it into heaven after they die... that just not right. 

 So, if Jesus is still talking about the Kingdom of Heaven in terms of God’s ways reflected 

on earth what does this idea of a net sweeping across the earth, gathering up the good and the 

rotten reflect?  Well, he places this image in the immediate context of the treasures that the 

scribes of the new Kingdom can draw on.  And that makes me think this net is swooping up—not 

so much people—but all knowledge, all traditions, all teachings, all wisdom and sifts them for 

the purpose of exposing that which is real, that which conveys the love and nature and hopes and 

desires of our God.  And in the end all that is dragged up by the Kingdom will be sorted and all 

people will see that which is good and nurturing and positive and we’ll also see that which is 

rotten and evil and corrupting.  And there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 Imagine how you’d feel if suddenly your eyes were opened to the reality of those things 

that you’d put your faith in, and you saw clearly that that which you had trusted in was empty 

and corrupt... if you saw that you’d hurt people—led people astray rather than toward the truth.   

If you found that you’d based your life on lies and vanity and hollow half-truths you might well 

feel remorse and you might be tempted to do a bit of tooth gnashing.  I would.  

 Jesus tells us that this is a part of what the Kingdom of Heaven does as it sweeps over us.  

It uncovers the truth: it distinguishes the useless from the useful, the pricey from the priceless, 
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the gaudy from the God-inspired.  The Kingdom of Heaven drags up the traditions, the routines, 

the philosophies, and clichés we base our lives on, and shows them to us for what they really are.  

And—in this parable—in the end the worthless and the rotten and the evil is burned away—for it 

has no place in the Kingdom, but that which is valuable and true and helpful remains. 

 Jesus is calling us to recognize that  we can’t just trust every tradition of our past to be 

righteous any more than they can just assume that every practice outside of our tradition is evil.  

It’s all dredged up and it is all laid out and it is all exposed.  And the workers in the Kingdom of 

Heaven will be able to take from the old and from the new.  They’ll see the good that often lies 

disregarded in forms we had once written off as common or unbecoming or even evil—for no 

reason other than that we’ve never done it like that before.  But in the Kingdom of God we see 

that: yes, the mustard seed that we used to call an unclean weed is actually a valuable part of the 

Kingdom, or the “yeast” that we called common and unsuitable is a crucial factor in our faith, 

even the greediness that we rightly abhor in terms of hoarding wealth for our own pleasure is just 

the sort of attitude we should have about seeking God. 

 This is our call—to recognize that God’s Kingdom will shake our assumptions and open 

our eyes to new insights and understandings.  The Kingdom of Heaven is not the validation of all 

we have believed and the ways we’ve done things in the past.  The Kingdom of Heaven may 

begin like an invisible and subtle impulse in our souls, but it’s a revolution waiting to happen; 

it’s a new paradigm waiting to challenge us, it’s an eye opening, world changing, myth breaking, 

awe inspiring, God infusing hurricane stirring just off the coast of our faith-lives, and it will one 

day rumble through us shattering our false assumptions, driving us to our knees for the arrogance 

of our narrowmindedness, and it will leave us in a breathtaking new world where God’s love is 

seen shining in and through us and our neighbors. 
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 May we embrace the vision of the Kingdom of Heaven that Jesus declares through his 

parables, and may we open ourselves to walk humbly with our God and share his grace with 

others as the one truth we know, the one truth we trust... now and forever.  Amen. 


